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Cambridge, in New E ngland, 
| Now. 17, 1777. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


T'N military operations, the conqueror is 
delighted to honor the good conduct 
and bravery of the defeated, not only by 
the ſecret approbation of his own heart, 
which induces him to reſpect a gallant be- 
haviour, even in an enemy, but becauſe his 
Vol. II. B 1 
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ambition is agreeably Hatt fiered by the con- 


queſt thoſe ho had gendereg them- 
ſelves formidable by their ; ery—and 
no doubt but from theſe motives, General - 
Gates being fully ſenſible of the mortifica- | 
tion attending our reverſe of fortune, and 
not wiſhing to add any circumſtance that 
might aggravate our preſent calamity, kept 


his army? within their camp during the 


time we were piling up our arms, that they 


might not be ſpectators of —— a 


ſeene. 


333 0 6 «a 


Our n although unfortunate, i 1s 
not the firſt inſtance of an army's capi- 
tulating, witneſs the convention at Cloſter- 
hauven, which was fo ſhamefully broke; 
and if you look farther back into taſtory, | 
you wil find, that exactly a century ago, 
the army under the Duke of Saxe Eyſenack, 
which had been conſiderably weakened by 
the loſſes and fatigues of the campaign, 


* 


was under the neceſſity of ſurrendering to 


410 23 * * ”" 'F" 480 he 
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N 
a Marſhal de Crequi, - who granted. a 
paſſport, conceived in very humble terms 


9 


to the Duke of Saxe Eyſenack, e | 


him qr. ee to Paſs with his army by a 
| icular .route, and al the officers, 


French army, were expreſſly forbid to offer 


the leaſt injury or inſult, either to the 
: Duke or his , in their return to Ger- 


1 


In this latter point General Gates imi- 
tated the Marſhal, for after we had piled 
up our arms and our march was ſettled, as 


the whole of them I did not obſerve the 


leaſt diſreſpect, or even a taunting look, 


but all was mute aſtoniſhment and pity— 
and it gave us no little pleaſure to find that 


troopers, and common | ſoldiers of the 


the antipathy fo long ſhewn us was con- 


ſigned to oblivion, elevated to that treat- 
ment which the authorized maxims and 


- arent of war enjoin, civil deportment 


i ITY "B® to 
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| to a x captured enemy, unſullied with the 
exalting a air of victors. 


For want of the advantages of an imme 
diate, exact, and regular communication 
with the ſouthern army, ill ſacceſs has been 

- the conſequence. The ſad event of our 
expedition evinces the neceſſity of confiding 
the plan of war to a General, who might | 

improve every conjuncture by changing 
diſcretionally the route and ſpecies of the 
war. If our Commander s orders had been 
general, ahd not ſuch abſolute ones as could | 
not be varied from, (of which he made us 
acquainted on the morning of our ſurren- 
der) he would not have been under the ne- 
ceſſity of engaging the King's army in any 
hazardous attempt, as he might have re- 
cr oſſed the Hudſon's, + And changed the war 
to the defenſive. . 


7 People are very apt to draw concluſions 
from what they think ought to be, and 
form 
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form ſyſtems: which circumſtances muſt | 
alter. No doubt but it will be generally 

thourks: in England, as we had reduced 
Ticonderoga, and had only twenty-five 
miles to Albany, the place of our intended 

deſtination, it was eaſy to accompliſh it, 
without conſiderin g the delays and impe- 
diments we have met with. This haſty 
kind of doctrine you muſt often have been 
witneſs to, from the ſpirited hopes and ex- 
; peRtation of our national feelings. 


"os as. cataſtrophe mall: be a 
caution to others in power, in their direc- 
tions to a General; this expedition appears 

_ to have been planned by thoſe, who, fitting 
in their cloſets, with a map before them, 
ridiculouſly expect the movements of 
an army to keep pace with their rapid 
ideas, not only directing general opera- 

tions, but particular movements of a cam- 
paign, carried on through a country in in- 
terior deſarts, and at a diſtance of three 
a thouſand 


under- General Howe, and by ſueh means 


armies are to meet, Ws the wort one 
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thouſand miles, without allowing the Ge- 


neral who is to conduct that army, to he 
inveſted with powers for changing the mode 
of war, as cireumſtantes may occur. _ 


Tt was univerſally underſtood through- 
out the army, that the object of bur ex- 
pedition was to effect a junction with that 


become maſters of the Hudſon's river, 


_ dividing the northern from the ſouthern 

provinces, You can eaſily conceive the 
_ aſtohiſhment it occaſioned, when we were 
informed that General Howe's army had 


gone to Philadelphia, and it was the more 


Increaſed, as we could not form to ourſelves 
any idea how ſuch a ſtep w denen 5 
or coor a cm 


would advance to the fouthward, and the 
ſouthern to the northward ; or if they are 
2 . to 
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to meet any where about che center be⸗ 
ween each, that they would fet out in 
thoſe directions, much about the ſame 
time. But it ſhould ſeem that thoſe why 
have the direction at home of the armies 
upon this Continent, deſpiſing ſuch ſimple 
and natural means of effecting a junction, 
diſpateh the army unt New- York further 
fouth, and ſend the army from Canada in 
the ſame direction, that if beth. continued 
their oourſe till doomſday, it ould be im · 
poſſible to meet. I am too much afraid 
thoſe at the head of affairs too implicitly. 
ae every mee ond: are temen 


ad ee in "the prada as 
N pi , n 
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Thee e n kd patience of 9 5 
the army in enduring the hardſhips of the 
campaign in general, but more particularly 
the« concluſion of it, muſt fully refute an 

. 11 invidious 
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 Invidious charge of foreigners 3 in general, 

= particularly the French, that the Engliſh 
are unfit for the hardſhips of war, and 
though brave and intrepid in the field; are 


not capable of enduring p without 
the conveniencies of * 1 clog, 


1 * . 8 4 . * * 
. : 1 11 


Throu TOM the whole ws eau this 


men had not a morſel of bread; but mixed 
up their flour into cakes, and baked them 
upon a ſtone before a fire; very ſeldom 
ſpirits to cheer them after fatiguing days, 
in clearing away the woods for encamp- 
ments, repairing roads, and conſtructing 
bridges; ſeldom freſh proviſions; ſcanty 
and miſerable as the allowance to a ſoldier 
is, it was reduced to half its quantity on 


the 3d of October. After the action of the 
19th of September, the men continually 


ſlept with their accoutrements on, and after 
the action on the 7th, never had a tent to 


ſhelter them from the heavy and almoſt 


inceſſant rains that fell from that time till 
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the convention, without the refreſhment of 
ſpirits during this period; and after our 
arrival at Saratoga, debarred of that very 
eſſential to the health and convenience of 
troops, water, although cloſe to a fine 
rivulet; it being at the hazard of life, in 
the day time, to get any, from the number 
of riflemen the enemy had poſted in trees, 
and at ni icht the men were prevented, as 
they were ſure to be taken priſoners, if 
they attempted it. All the water that the 
army was ſupplied with was from a very 

muddy ſpring, and hat they could get out 


olf the holes the cattle made with their feet; 


by way of luxury, and to render their pro- 
viſions more palateable, when it rained hard, 
the men uſed to catch it in their caps, to 
mix wich their e, 


| Officers kami fared the ſame as the 
ſoldiers, moſt of them young campaigners, 
and not ſo provident of their liquors, rely- 
ing upon a freſh ſupply that was following 

5 | — the 


3 


4 found money of little uſe: how deceived 


vant came and informed me he had met 
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the army. hier was the eaten 


we are in our opinion, that it conſtitutes 


all our happineſs!—I was not the only one 


who, when drenching wet and ſhivering 
with cold, would have given a Ig for = 
b of any ſ 3 


e rodent * ac pointed 
me out as one of her PNvof ines} f for my ſer- 


with a woman Who had half a pint of 


New England rum to diſpoſe of, but ſhe 


would not part with it under a guinea. 155 


I haſtened him back for it r leſt -any one 
ſhould offer the woman more, which I was 
ſenſible would be the caſe, if known. +1 

would myſelf have given treble for half the 
quantity, being apprehenſive of an ague, 


from being continually in wet cloaths, and 
expoſed day and night to all weathers, 


Vou will not accuſe me of a churliſn diſ- 


ee but when J obtained the rum, 
neceſſity, 
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neceſſity. contrary to inclination ; rendered 
me extremely ſo. 


U pon ain ae at Saratoga, three com- 
panies of our regiment, one of which 


was that I belong to, were poſted in a 


mall redoubt, cloſe to the creek; our ſitu- 
on no means capable of making 


8 as. but merely to obſerve if 


who were poſted in trees; we could diſ- 


cern them every morning at day-break, 
s their itgations upon the molt lofty 


tr Ces 


4 


ene e creek in any force: 
had they attempted it, we were to have kept 

up a firing during their crofling; then to 
have abandoned our ſtation, and joined the 
main body of the army. This poſt was a + 
ſmall ſquare redoubt, conftructed with logs 
breaſt high, and the only ſhelter afforded 
to the troops was from thoſe angles which 
faced the enemy, as the others were ſo 
expoſed, that we had ſeveral men killed and 
wounded in the redoubt by the riflemen, 


— — 282 _ 2 0 - 5 
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trees they met with, by which means they 
commanded ſome of the interior parts of 
the redoubt. Our ſituation was ſuch, that 
A man riſqued his life if he ventured in the 
day time to look over the works; and to 
convince you how ſure theſe men are of 
hitting their mark, the ſoldiers, out of de- 
riſion, would hoiſt up a cap upon a ſtick 
over the works, when inſtantly there would 
be one or two ſhot fired at it, and as many 
| holes through it. I have ſeen a cap that 
has been perforated with three balls. We 
certainly could have diſlodged ſuch trouble- 
ſome neighbours, or prevented their aſcend- 
ing the trees, but we had orders not to fire, 
as it, might bring on a kirmiſhing attack, 
whilſt the enemy were n another 
of greater W 5 2411 5009 


The men were wy hani 5 e 
with continually ſitting and lying on the 
ground, all huddled in a ſmall compaſs, 
that three days before the convention took 

Place, 
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place, they complained to the Captain who 
commanded, that they were not permitted 
to fire upon the enemy, whereby they could 
obtain more eaſe, and therefore ought to be 
relieved, and they received for anſwer, when 
night came on it ſhould be mentioned to the 
General. The Captain defired me to go 
to head · quarters , and when I arrived there, 
I found they partook of the hardſhips in 
common, for the three Generals had juſt 
laid down on their mattraſſes, having only 
an oil-ſkin to cover them from the weather; 
the Aid-de-Camps were ſitting round a fire. 

I vent up to your old acquaimtance, Noble, 
of the 47th regiment, as being known to 
him, and related the purport of my buſi- 
neſs, which he immediately communicated 

to General Phillips. While he was ſpeak- 
ing, I am ſure I ſhall never forget the 
eagerneſs and anxiety depicted in General 
Burgoyne's countenance, when he ſtarted 
from his ſlumber, haſtily enquiring what 
was the matter. General Phillips informed 
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him it was 3 trifling buſineſs about relieving 
a poſt, when he lay down again to refreſh 
his wearied ſpirits, appearing almoſt ex- 
 haufted by a continual ſtate of agitation. 
Alfter receiving an anſwer that the poſt 
ſhould be relieved, I returned to the re- 
doubt. The men anxiouſly expected it, 
but were greatly diſappointed by the ap- 
pearance of day-break, as knowing no re- 
lief could arrive then, and that they had 
another day's vexation to encounter from 
theſe rifle- men. It was with the greateſt 
difficulty the officers could prevent the men 
from firing at them, and this only with a 
promiſe that they ſhould have permiſſion, 
if they were not relieved at night. Per- 
| haps you will ſay, the ſoldiers had reaſon 
for complaint, for many of them, by being 
kept in ſuch a confined ſituation, were ſo 
cramped, that they could ſcarcely walk 
but we were relieved at laſt. 


During 
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During the time I was poſted in this 
redoubt, Lieutenant Smith, of the artillery, 
came one evening to fee me, and upon my 
relating our diſtreſs as to liquors, deſired 
me to ſend my ſervant to him the next 
night, and he would ſend me a caſe bottle 
of rum. I now thought fortune was heap- 
ing favors on me, but to ſhew you what 
a fickle creature ſhe is, when 1 ſent my 
_ ſervant the next evening, inſtead of return- 

ing with the comfort I was promifing my- 
ſelf from ſuch an acquiſition, he brought 
me a meffage, that Mr, Smith was extremely 
ſorry he could not fulfil his promiſe, as a 
cannon ſhot had, in the courſe of the day, 
gone through his eanteen, and demoliſhed 
ati EE Es 


The day before the convention too 

place, I was compelled to acquieſce in an- 

action that diſtreſſed my feelings much, in 

making away with the little colt that my 

mare had dropped, as my ſervant told me 
| - 
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it would weaken my mare, that, to uſe the 
fellow's words, if ever we march from this 
encampment, ſhe will not be able to con- 
vey your baggage ; at the ſame time adding, 
from the time we had arrived there ſhe had | 
had nothing to eat, but the dried leaves he 
could gather up for her; this was the ſitu- 
ation of the horſes throughout the army. 
Some ſervants let their horſes ſtray about 
in the deep ravine, where they were ſtation- 
ed to ſhelter them from the cannon ſhot, 


8 and ſo ſure, as a poor horſe was allured by 


the temptation of ſome refreſhing graſs, 
that grew in the meadows in great abun- 
dance, it met with inſtant death from a rifle 
fhot. On the plain where we piled-up our 
arms, there were numbers of dead horſes, 
from the ſtench of which, and from the 
performance of ſo humiliating an act, you 
. will eaſily imagine ourhaſtein quitting ſuch 
a ſpot. I remain, 


Yours, &c. 
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LET HEE. 


Cambridge, in New England, 


„ 


Mx DEAR FRIEND, - 


\ UR expedition, for you muſt pardon 
n dwelling on a ſubje& fo near my 
heart, w-as certainly undertaken with every 
proſpect of ſucceſs, not only from the 
goodneſs of the troops, but the excellence 
of the Generals. The many difficulties, 
_ though in ſome meaſure foreſeen, were 
not expected to be ſuch as they have too 
fatally proved themſelves; we had hitherto 
conſidered them e what perſeverance 
would overcome?” Our progreſs amidſt 


complicated impediments and innumerable 
' You. I; (2 diſtreſſes, 


ol 
- 
8 
, 
* 
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diſtreſſes, was really wonderful, and the 
failure muſt not be conſidered ſo ſur- 


prizing as the perſeverance and ſpirit with . 
Dr Ant t.. 


People wii judge impartially, will make 

2 diſtinction between miſconduct and mis- | 
| fortune. 11 is true the intent of our ex- 
pedition has failed General Burgoyne was 
too deeply intereſted in the national honor, 
to ſhrink from undertaking what only ap- 

peared hazardous—who ( can blame him, for 
not executing with an army that always 
acted hike, Britons, what was e 0 


i the, whales: campaign, the 
General has not only been the Commander 
of the army, but fully. demonſtrated he 
was equally as good a ſoldier; amidſt all 
the hardfhips. and difficulties we had to 
encounter, the attachment of all ranks to 
5 him was unſhaken, and during the inceſ- 
© _ fant labory, diſappointments and diſtreſſes 


We 


- THOVGK AWBICA. 1 


we experienced, there was not the leaſt 
murmur or diſcontent throughout the 
army; nay, ſo ſtrongly attached were they 
to his perſon, that when they found patience 
and courage had been exerted in vain, and 
all hopes of ſucceſs at ah end, they were 
ready to follow him to the field, and to die 
with their arms in their hands. No one 
could exhibit ſtronger proofs of magnani- 
mity, nor take bolder or more deciſive 
meaſures againſt the enemy, when humi- 

_ hating terms were propoſed. It ſhould 
. ſem that he was determined, . if fate had 
decreed the fall and total overthrow of his 
little army, to periſh nobly, and to leave 
his name unſullied to future ages. 


1 am yours, &c. 


3 * 
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e 

A MY DEAR rnb. 5 

1 — ENERAL BURGOYNE had not the 


15 advantages of proſecuting v war in this 
part of America, attendant on Lord Am- 
herſt and General Braddock; for in the laſt 

the difficulties ariſing from the natural 

ſtrength of the country, were for the moſt 
5 part removed by the friendly diſpoſitions 
| of the inhabitants, who chearfully exerted 
i | themſelves to facilitate the movements of 
4 the King's army, at the ſame time ſupply- 
ing them with every requiſite accommoda- 
tion; and I am confident, when I aſſert, 
that 


. 
* 
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4 wats 


- that had not the Generals 3 in the laſt war 


been furniſhed with theſe reſources, neither 
of them would have made the FAA - 5 
rel that was accomplifhed... 


i Hs "7 4 
4 "3b A 


Thee ab of our. army \ was on the 
frontiers of the New England provinces, 
whoſe people are univerſally di loyal, and 
furniſh ſuch immenſe bodies of militia, it 
1s really ſurprizing that we advanced fo far, 
without any en ien with the ſouthern 
n S e £1 

0 General Howe 3 his reaſons ** nk 
proceeding up the north river, and wiſhed : 
to ſtrike terror into ſome of the provinces, 
I think there were none he could fo well 
have directed that terror againſt, as thoſe 
of New England; for by a diverſion on 
the coaſt of Maſſachuſett's, many benefits 
would have reſulted: it would have kept 
the New Englanders at home for the 1 in- 
ternal defence of their own provinces, and 

OS” impeded 
* 
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impeded the levies for the continental 48 
Such a diverſion would have been a co-ope- 
ration with our army, and no doubt have 
prevented the misfortunes that have be- 
fallen it, the principal part of the army 
under General Gates being compoſed of 
the militia of the New England provinces, 
who muſt have been drawn down to the 


defence of the cities upon that coaſt, in 


which cafe our army could not have failed 


to overcome every poſſible difficulty, and 
have effected a junction with the detach- 


ment that was ſent up the North River, 


under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, 
from which detachment it certainly was 


obvious, that the object of the two armies 


were the ſame, that 1 RY: A n 


h wen it hows General Howe ; 


do ſee ſo large and important a reinforee- 
ment as our army woul 
in a ſtate of perfect ſecu 
ö he carried his ſo far to the ſouthward, as 


have been to his, 
at leaſt; before. 


t 1 - to 
en 


1 — c —— — gy Te 


if provinces. | 
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to o deprive him of the power of ſupport. 
That our army was to be conſidered * 
no other than a reinforcement to Genera 
Howe's, is evident from the very- orders 
given out by General Carleton, at the 
who wag to proceed with all poſſible ex- 
« pedition to join General Howe, and put 
_ «himſelf under his command; at the 
: fame time adding this, powerful reaſon, 
< with a view of quelling the rebellion it 


is become highly neceflary, that the moſt 


8 « ſpeedy — of the two armies e 
* be effeted.” 9 aa Ferris 


* 8 3 155 a two armies, _ 
| ſhould have been in poſſeſſion of the North 
River, from New- Vork to Albany, which 
divides the northern from the leibern 
General Waſhington would 
in that caſe have been totally deprived 

=) - of: 


* ' 
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| of the great ſupplies of men and pro- 
ſions from the New England states; and- 
| the Britiſh army would have been enabled 
do make excurſions into either provinces, 
| as occaſion might ſerve: the main part of 


| i the army might have kept Waſhington at 
ö bay, while a few redoubts; with the aſſiſt- 
| ance of our ſhipping, would have e 
| 1 entire en of the ann i 2 
5 TEE 1s 21100 fit 99117299 


1 General Howe o earrings vs army 5 Mr t 
| pes ſouthward, | confirmed an idea the 
northern Provinces have imbibed, that after 
the affair of . Bunker's-hill, and the eva- 
cuation of Boſton, no Britons will ever 
land again upon their coaſt; it inſpired 
| them with new hopes, it invigorated their 
ö ſpirits, and greatly contributed to increaſe 
the numbers of General Gates's -army; 
which at the time of the convention 
amounted to 18,000. Every candid and 
liberal mind will allow our reſolution dur- 
ing _ treaty of the convention was mag- 


* 
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nanimous, 


*S 


— 


- 
— —— — 


THROUGH 4 em- 


nanimous, when it is conſidered our army 
only conſiſted of 3, yours JO to ſuch 


numbers.” . LE [ | "OY „ k weil 2 4 16% * 


9 7 1 * 


| I majit FROM ged, that General Howe's 
going to the ſouthward was to draw off 


Waſhington from our army. He wWas 


then at Quibble- town, 200 miles diſtant 
from us when we met the enemy at Still- 
water, and General Howe's force was at 
T which was 40 miles nearer, 
in ſome meaſure ſituated between our. 
army and Waſhington's, therefore he could 
not move towards us without Geriera! 
Howe 8 mme nor u Waſhington i 


ee and craft, or march by land in 


leſs than a fortnight, and that only by a 
road leading through a gap of a mountain. 
If General Waſhington had, by any forced 
and ſecret marches, paſſed this gap, before 
General Howe had taken poſt in the Jer- 
ſeys to prevent it, he had an immenſe fleet 

of 


* 
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of men of war and tranſports, fully f- 
cient to have carried his whole army to 
Albany in a week. It ſtrikes me very for- 
cibly, that General Howe's taking his 
———— 
| | diftant from Albany than he was at New 
| York, could by no means contribute to 
effect a junction; and certainly it cannot 
WO Quibble-town to Philadelphia, could poſ- 
ee any diverſion — | 
ance ur n 8 our __ 
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AK ir han teen innen & Generat | 
Wafhington to have co-operated with any 
army that was to oppoſe ours, it does not 
appear to me how General Howe's going 
. to the Cheſapeak, which is 600 miles diſ- 
i tant, and leaving Waſnington, who was 
ö 20 nearer to us, could poſſibly prevent it. 

The only apparent means, for no doubt it 

was the intention of General Howe to 
draw off General Waſhington's army, and 
Pi. to 


ts bane, on ——— —- 
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to prevent his acting againſt ours, would 
have been to have taken poſt between us; 


it would have been a check upon him, 


and that detachment that was ſent up the 


North River would not have met with the 


many difficulties they encountered during 


their progreſs, at Montgomery and other 


_ - forts: Even admitting General Wafhin g- 
ton's army to have been far ſuperior as to 
numbers, there was nothing to apprehend; 


it was compoſed of new - raiſed and undiſci- 
plined troops, commanded by officers of 
little experience, moſtly corps that had. 
been defeated in N action, ſtrangers to 
that of 


: General 1 Was penfelily diſciplin * 


above the effects of fear by their numerous 


and recent ſucceſſes, for they had carried 


victory and con * with them wherever 
| ”w trod. 


Wen ns Lo I will 


by brave and experienced 
um the ſpirits of the men exalted 
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Iwill give you the opinion of General 
Waſhington himſelf, as it was related to 
me by Major Browne, whom I have been 
acquainted with ſince our arrival at this 
place, and who was at that time in the 
N 8 ſuite. 9971 


much as General Howe's army going up 


the North River: he was ſenſible of the 
difficulties his own muſt encounter in fol- 
lowing it; he knew the eaſe and celerity 
by which the Britiſh army would be tranſ- 
ported by water; his own had to march 
over mountains, ravines, and ſtrong defiles, 


and the proviſions for his army would be 
all from the diſtant ſouthern colonies; he 


knew that it would throw a great damp 


upon the ſpirits of the New England Pro- 
vinces, eſpecially their militia, and in a 
great meaſure prevent their joining Gates's 


army, and infallibly have ſaved ours. 


This —_— being firmly fixed in his 
mind, 
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mind, Shank he was 9 that General 


Howe was gone to the Cheſapeak, he gave 
as little credit to the intelligence as we did 


when the news of it was brought into our 
camp before the ſurrender; he fully diſ- 
believed it, and concluded that ſuch a mea- 


ſure was too abfurd to be poſſible, and 


acted agreeable to the opinion he had form- 
ed; for when General Howe's fleet ſailed 
from the Hook ſouthward, he conceived it 
to be only a feint, therefore moved his 


army from Quibble- town to the northward, 
that he might more conveniently follow 
the Britiſh army up the North River, ex 
pecting every day to hear of the General's 
returning, and ſailing his army to Albany: 


nor till he heard that the Britiſh fleet was 


at the Capes of the Delaware, did Waſh- 
ington march his army to the ſouthward. 
When he received intelligence that the 


fleet had ſtood out again to ſea, ſtill fo per- 
ſuaded he was that General Howe would 


not act ſo contrary to true policy, as to go 
up 
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certain that the Britiſh fleet was near the 
head of the Elk, did he quit that poſt, 
and march his army to the ſouthward.— 
Thus, you (ſee, the conduct of General 
Waſhington entirely - coincided with his 
declared and fixed ſentiments. 


30 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


up the Cheſapeak to Philadelphia, but that 
his intentions {till were to go to the northj- 
ward, that he marched his army to his 
northern poſt not before he was perfectly 


* 
* 


That ſome 8 error * * com- 


mitted, either unintentional or deſigned, 
muſt be evident to every one - here to fix 
it is impoſſible to ſay. But time, that great 
diſcloſer of all ſecrets, will no doubt reveal 
this, and, I hope, redeem the national 
honor and the national welfare. 
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Cambridge, in New England, 
ons nr EE 
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MY DREAR FRIEND, _ © __ 1! 

we had piled up our arms, 
£A end our march fettled, we moved 
forward, and-ſpent the night on the ſpot 
where we had formerly erected our hoſ- 
pitals, of which place I ſent you a draw- - 


ing. 


ey 


j , Pa a 3 


0 


he next morning I went with another IS 
ter to viſit General Fraſer's grave: upon — 
our arrival at the fpot, we were ſtruk 
with a contemplative ſilence at the awful = 
icene that preſented itſelf, the corpſe hav- fl 
— — 4 
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ing been taken up by the Americans, and 


the coffin ſcarcely covered over with earth. 


Upon recovering from our conſternation, 


ve called to ſome ſoldiers, who, with a 
pickaxe and ſhovel which happened to be 
in the redoubt, heaped more earth upon 
4 the coffin. . he Americans had been 
guilty. of great inhumanity in cannonad- 


ing the corpſe when going for interment, 
but diſturbing it after burial would have 


diſgraced a ſavage; the only reaſon they 
aſſigned was,; that we hf buried cannon, 
and not a corpſe—a very improbable ſup- "I 
poſition. I rather imagine, and it is the 


| beſt excuſe, that they b it it was our 


money - cheſt. 


As we croſſed the river at Still- Water, 
we obſerved the army under General & 


marching to Albany, to join Putnam e 
object of this junction was to give General 
Clinton a check, who was moving up the 
North River; and, to our mortification, 
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we learn, that General Vaughan. had ad- 
vanced as far as ÆAſopus, which, place is 
but a few miles from Albany. This fully 
proves what I mentioned in my laſt, that a 
junction of the ſouthern army with ours 
was fully intended, and had any certain 
intelligence of General Vaughan's ad- 
vancing ſo far, arrived at our camp, we 


in all Ties. ſhould not have ſur- 


n. 


1 
2 8 


. Our acai: bas g o Ha hes the 


e no certain intelligence could reach 
the camp; the three confidential ſpies 


whom the General had ſent, after the action 
of the 19th of September, to New-York, 
had not returned; and ſince the conven- 
tion, we Nava! learnt, that one could d get 


ano bh Td the wie to be oe 
and the third was Captain Scott, of our 
Ver. Mc regiment, 
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giment; who got ſaſe into New-York, 
Who was feturning with (Gonaral 
Vaughan s detachment, which, when op- 
portuntty offered, he was to have left, and 
made his way throwgh the woods to our 
army. really am perſuaded, for want of 
Intelligence that could be relied on, the 
failure of our expédition was compleatedd; 
and the Romerable terms which have been 
granted were complied with ſo readily, be- 
cauſe General Gates foreſaw, if we had 
gained intelligence of any detachment be- 
ing ſo near, we ſhould have maintained our 
ground, in all extrernities, notwithſtand- 
ap his e or numbers. . 


1 


EY ove the f ver, I hid REY loft 
my baggage, and thoſe'in the baffraux had 
a very narrow . eſcape; about the garter 
a horſe proving very unruly, jun e 
and his hind legs hung upon the fide 
of the battenux, and very near overfet it. 
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After we had croſſed, we -purchaſed 
ſome liquors and freſh proviſions of the 


inhabitants; this- purchaſe convinced us 


of the intrinſic value of the precious ore, 
as the Americans received our guineas 
with much cordiality, and gave us paper 
dollars in lieu, at the rate of 'nine for a 


guinea, Here I ſhould obſerve -to you, 
that the real value of a guinef is four dol- 
lars anditwo-thirds-of a dollar, therefore, 


by this exchange, we got nearly- double, 


which ſhews how confiderable the diſtinc- 


tion ſtill is, —— dhpuathonrt 5 


veneration for Independency and Congreſs, 
between nne e Rte 


thi this did watt a leſſon, 
| that things, however triffing of them- 
 ſelugs, are ſometimes of moment; had we 
taken a view of the reverſe of our ſituation 


at Ticonderoga, we ſhould not have ſo 


greatly deſpiſed and converted to all man 
ner of uſes, the many reams of paper 
| D = dollars 
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dollars that were taken at khat place. — 


Myſelf, among many other young ſoldiers, 
experienced the laugh of the old veterans, 

who had carefully ſaved. ſeveral quires, in 
caſe of any reverſe of fortune, and were 
procuring all manner of comforts for no- 


thing, While we. wete * With our 


! „ 
at e's + Wh J. * F | 
I am: was: to te the ig cel 


eſteem that K had exiſted among all ranks of 15 


officers, and the ſolace and comfort they 
afforded each other; during our trying 


done away; ſome were ſo inattentive 
to the dignity of their character, as to 
contend for the devoirs attendant on ſupe- 


rior rank, in a ſtate of adverſity, which, 


if it does not level all diſtinction, ſhould 


at leaſt have ſoftened the hauteur of com- 


mand. Conteſt ſhould have lain dormant, 

and emulation been confined to evincing 

the politeneſs of the real gentleman, in a 
2588 ſituation 


ww 
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tuation where acts of humanity and 
friendſhip ought conſtantly to have con- 
. to ane the _—_ e AP 


Ai you re fratk — J in- 
aulged a ſhort vein of reflection on the 
falſe delicacy of aſpiring too much; but 
we did not embarraſs our own feelings in 
dwelling on that illiberal conduct, of 
which the officers concerned were ſo 
quickly aſhamed, and for which, by the 
_ decency and decorum of their future be- 
haviour, they made'ample amends, as it 

| would therefore have been ungenerous to 
harbour, we unanimouſly. 1 my 
idea of reſentment. 


ter 


An ö b march, had ſlip- 
ped away, unperceived, from the main 
body, too ſenſible of the coyneſs of that 
blind goddeſs, Fortune, he only requeſted 


6 her ladyſhip's aid to favour an innocent 
TY WW n ſhe en propitious; for having 
. 3 one 
: „ 
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1 gone on before, and firſt reathet-a' fnalt : 
il * village, he perſonated General Burgoyne, 
1 and with ſuch an air af confidence, and 
conſequence too, that in ſpite of the in- 
quiſitive temper of the Americans (parti- 
cularly the peafants of New-England) 
their- ſcruples were entirely fatisfied, and 
being compleatly-outwitted, they aſſigned 
dim the beſt quarters. Upon our artiva} 
at the place, after complimenting him 
with his ingenious device to obtain pre- 
ferment, he relinquiſhed his new dignity 
with a good grace; and received us drop- 
ping wet, after NON 8e 
with much hoſpital v. yg ag ; 


Wen were two 1 in en the Green : 
Mountains, which are a part of the chain 
of mountains that run through the whole 

Continent of America, more commonly | 
1 known by the name of the Allegany Moun- 

tains z the roads acroſs them were atmoſt 

"eli and: to * o the difficulty, 
wh 


—— — — 
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when we had got half oyer, there came on 
a very heavy fall of ſnow. After this, id 


is impoſſible to deſcribe the confu 


enſued; carts breaking down, others ſtick- 


ing faſt, ſome oyerſetting, horſes tumbling 
with their lends of baggage, men. curſing, 
women ſhrieking, and children ſqualling 


It ſhould ſeem that I was to encounter 


every unpleaſant duty that can fall to the 


lot of an officer, for this very day I had 


the baggage guard; excluſiye of being 
, and riding abous after 
the bat-men, to keep them together, and 


to aſſiſt each other, my attention was di- 


rected to a ſcene, which I did not think it 


poſſible human nature could have ſup- 


ported, for in the midſt of the heavy ſnov-̃ 
ſtorm, upon a baggage-cart, and nothing to 


ſhelter her from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther but a bit of an old ojl-clath, a ſoldier's 


| wife was delivered of a child, ſhe and the 


infant are both well, and are now at this 
4 3 
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18 


place. It may be ſaid, that women who 


follow a camp are of ſuch a maſcu- 
line nature, they are able to bear all 
hardſhips; this woman was quite the re- 


verſe; being mall, and of a very delicate 


| conſtitution. 


After we Ba paſſed the mountains, the 


firſt townſhip we came to was Williamſ- 
town, where we ſoon found how choice 
we ought to be of our gold, as the far- 
ther we proceeded, we found it of greater 
value, the inhabitants enquiring if we 
wanted any paper money, and out-bidding 

| each other; at this place we got eighteen 
and twenty for a guinea. It was rather 
remarkable, thou gh they depreciated their 
Congreſs money in one way, they would 
not in another, for we never could get 
them to take our hard money for any 
article, making an allowance for the * 
ference of exchange. | 


The 
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The night before we came to this 
town, being quartered at a ſmall log-hut, 
I was convinced in how innocent à view 
the Americans look upon that e 
cuſtom they call hundling :. though they 
have remarkable good feather beds, and 
are extremely neat and clean, ſtill I pre- 
ferred" my hard mattraſs, as being. ac- 
cuſtomed to it; this evening, however, 
owing to the badneſs of the roads, and 
the weakneſs of my mare, my ſervant 
had not arrived with my baggage, at the | 
time for retiring to reſt; there being 
only two beds in the houſe, I enquired 
which I was to ſleep in, when the old 
woman replied, “ Mr, Enſign,” here 1 
ſhould obſerve to you, that the New Eng- 
land people are very inquiſitive as to the 

rank you have in the army: Mr. Enſign,” 
ſays ſne, Our Jonathan and I will ſleep 
in this, and our Jemima and you ſhall 

* ſleep; in that.” I was much aſtoniſhed 
at ſuch a Propoſal, and offered to ſit up 
all 
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Jemima had melted into kindneſs, ſue hal 
| been an -outcaſt- from the world treated 
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all night, hen Jonathan inal re- 
plied, Oh, la! Mr. Enſign, you won't 
< be the firſt man our Jemima has bundled 
« with, will it Jemima?” when little 
Jemima, who, by the bye, was a very | 


pretty black-eyed girl, of about 16, or 17, 
archly replied, * No; Father, by | many, 


© but it will be with the firſt Britainer, 


(the name they give to Engliſhmen.) In 
this dilemma, what could I do?——the 
filing invitation of pretty Jemima—the 


eye, the lip, the——Lord ha' mercy, where 


am 1 going to?—but wherever I may be 
going to now, I did not go to bundle with 
her—in the ſame room with her father and 


mother, my kind 50% and bofteſs too!——T 


thought of that -I thought of more be- 


ſides to ſtruggle with the paſſions of na- 
ture; to claſp Jemima in my arms. to 


do what? you'll aſk—why, to do- nothing 


for if amid all theſe temptations, the lovely 


with 
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with contempt, abuſed by violence, and 
left perhaps to periſn No, Jeruma; 1 

could have endured all this to have been 
bleſſed with you, but it was too vaſt a ſa- 
crifice, when you was to be victim l 
Suppoſe how great the teſt of virtue muſt 
be, or how cold the American conſtitution, 
when this unaccountable cuſtom is in hoſ- 

pitable repute, and perpetual practice. 18 


We every morning look from our bar- 
racks to the mouth of Boſton harbour, 
hoping to catch a look of the fleet of tranſ- 
ports that js to convey us to England, to 
which place I now turn all my thoughts, 
and in expectation of ſoon enjoying your 
n parivoalty;: 1 remain, 


Yours Meer | 


E T T. Ai. 
+ "arts 2 
Cambridge, * New England, 


Nov. 25, 1777. 


| MY" DEAR n it 


FLOW 


5 O N our march to this place, we were 


fully convinced what powerf ul levies 
the New England ſtates are capable of 


E furniſhing ; for excluſive of thoſe that 
had joined Gates, and were marched to the 
ſouthward, every town we paſſed through ; 


was raiſing two or three companies, to 


join General Waſhington's army. 


The wants and miſeries of the inha- 
bitants 3 in general are inconceivable, even 
to 
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to the convenience h lüile, yet you would 
be ſurprized with what chearfulneſs they 
bend to them, to obtain that idol, Inde- 
pendency. In many poor habitations they 
have parted with one of their blankets, 
where they had only two, to ſupply their 
ſoldiers, and although the interior part of 
theſe ſtates have not been the ſeat of war, 
yet the diftreſſes of the inhabitants are 
een as m as if it had. 


 *% # — 


ee ene -this: 8 among 
many other military inſtitutions, one of 
a ſingular. nature, that of minute - men, fo 
named, as they are in conſtant readineſs 
at the firſt ſummons of their officers, to 
march gt a minute's warning; they are 
compoſed of the moſt active and expert 
of the militia, and as an encouragement 
to hold chemſelves always prepared to 
march, they are Promiſed never to go out 
of the province, but only to oppole any 
enemy that appears either upon their coaſt 


. 
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or frontiers. Theſe ſtates can, in the 
courſe of a few days, form an army of 

ſome thouſands; their conduct in aſſem- 
bling at the ſkirmiſh at Lexington and 
Concord, and annoying the King's troops 
11 in their return 10 1 2 ve 
=_ arr 


* 


45 the coins l enter as in 
into the cauſe of rebellion, 1 am afraid we 
ſhall find it a very difficult tatk to fubdue 
them; for, excluſive of all the various 
modes of furniſhing men and ſupplies, it 
4s in theſe provinces, in ſome meaſure, 
become: a religious. cauſe, in -which the 
people being enthuſiaſts, their clergy art- 
fully ancreaſe a warkke * amon ng their 
n | 


Se —— 


* of hn; in my kidding: rm 
aſſerted, that rewards were prepared in 
Heaven for thoſe who fell in the preſent 
conteſt, endeavoring to impreſs them with 

; an 
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47 
ann of the ent the war, 
as the defence of religious liberty: this 


was a moſt precious and prevailing argu- 


ment to delude the ignorant; he inſinu- 
ated that the Roman Catholic religi - 
Was to be introduced, artfully me s 


the Quebec: act, and after n ant ; 
he had been viſited by the Supreme Being 


in viſions, aſſured them thoſe only would 
be accepted in Heaven, who (ſhould ſeal 


_ 


0 f £ 


6 Fs» 


by- their clergy in general. Stratagems, 


under the diſguiſed veil of ſanctity and re- 
ligion, are conſtantly formed to enereaſt 
our mutual animoſities, for men buoyed 


up with ſuch aſſurances of Heaven, will 
” fight to deſperation. In all religious con- 
teſts, we find an unexampled bravery that 


vo dangers diſconcert, and a firm * 


that no force can withſtand. 
1 


\ 
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their lives i in fo n n 


Shan dockrinel 18 doubtleſ made uſe of : 
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I] our way hither we paſſed through a 
ſmall: neat town, called Worceſter, where 
I met accidentally. with one of the Com- 
mittee-men, Who was upon the examination 
1 of a poor fellow, ſent from our army to 
General Clinton, and who very impru- 
| _ dently;{wallowed; the ſilver egg that con- 
j tained the meſſage to the General, in the 


| preſence of thoſe, who; took him, priſoner : 

, _ after tormenting the poor fellow wit! 
. emetics and purgatives till he diſcharged it, 
3 they immediately hung him up. The egg 


Was opened, and the paper taken out, on 
' which was written, Nous y voici, here we 
are, nothing between us but Gates. The 
Committeenmen ſtared E each other, ob- 
ſerving, it contained no intelligence that 
could be of ſervice; one of them, however, 
reflected, that nous y voici was F rench, and 
that might contain a good deal. None of 
them underſtanding a word of that lan- 
guage, they ſent to the jail for a poor Ca- 
nadian, who was a priſoner, to tranſſate it 
| for 
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for them : he informed them it meant 

bere we are, but as that was in Engliſh, 
they would not credit it. At laſt one very 
ſagaciouſſy obſerved, that it certainly was 
ſome private mark, or correſpondence be- 
_ tween the two Generals, and as none of 
them had much military knowledge, it was 


thought proper to ſend it to General 


Waſhington, who n would * 
ſtand i it better. e 0 


As we paſſed from this town, at a ſmall 


village there were aſſembled a great con- 


courſe of people to ſee zus march, who 
were very curious, ſome lifting up their 


hands and praying to Heaven, ſome ad- 


miring the ſoldiers, others looking with 


aſtoniſhment; but among the croud ſtood 
| foremoſt an old woman, who appeared to 
be near an hundred, upon whom your old 
friend, Lieutenant M Neil, of the gth re- 
giment, thought to be a little witty, in 
which, however, he was fairly worſted: 
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as this old woman attracted the notice 
of every one, when he paſſed, he ſaid to 
her, 80h yon old fool; you muſt came and ſee 
the liaus; but with great archneſs ſhe 
replied, - ( Lians . lions F declare D 1 
1 * rl p lune 


71 
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The 1 claſh of theſe Yankees | 
' > propog;'it may not be amiſs. here juſt to. 
obſerve to you r te of this term: 


it is derived from a Cherokee word, eankke, 1 


'B which . ſignifies coward. and ſlaye. This 
epithet of yankee was beſtowed upon the 


| ginians, for not aſſiſting them in a war 
with the Cherokees, and they have always 
been held in deriſion by it. But the name 
has been more prevalent ſince the com- 

mencement of hoſtilities; the ee at 


Boſton uſed it as a term of reproaeh; but 
after the affair of Bunker's Hill, the Ame- 
ricans gloried 1 in it. Yankey-doodle, is now 
their pœan, a favorite of favorites, played 


inhabitants of New England by the Vir- 


ww 


Oo 4 


in 
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in e army, eftecmed as warhke as the 
Grenadier s March—it is the lover s-ſpell, 
_ the nurſe's lullaby. After our rapid ſuc- 
celles, e held the Yankees in great con- 
tempt 5 but it was not a little mortifying 
to hear them play this tune, when their | 


ng marched KOH 0 our r banender. . 


The W claſs of the Man n | 
are impertinently curious and inquiſitive; 2 
at a, houſe where Lord Napier was quar- 
tered; with other officers, a number of 
the inhabitants flocked to ſe a Lord, ima- 
gining he muſt be ſomething more than 
man: they were continually looking in at 
the window, and peeping at the room 
door; ſaying, 1 wonder which. is. the 


Lord! at laſt four women, intimate 


friends of 1 the landlord, got into the room, 
hen one of them with a twang, peculiar 
to the New Englanders ſaid, I hear you 


have got a Lord among you, pray now 


'© which may he be?” When his 'Lord- 
= 2:2 ſhip, 
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ſhip, who, by the bye, was all over mire, 
and ſcarcely dry from the heavy rain that 
had fallen during the day's march, whiſ- 
pered your friend Kemmis, of the th regi- 
ment, whoſe turn for wit and jocularity 
you are well acquainted with, to have a 
little mirth with them. He accordingly 
got up, and pointing to his Lordſhip, in 
a voice and manner as if he was Herald at - 
Arms, informed them, that that was 


« the Right Hon. Fancis Lord Napier, of 
* &c. &c. &c. going through all his 
Lordſhip' 8 titles, with a whole catalogue of 
additions: after he had finiſhed, the wo- 

men looked very attentively at his Lord- 
ſhip, and whilſt he and the other officers 
were laughing at the adroitneſs of Kem- 
mis, the women got up, and one of them 
lifting up her hands and eyes to Heaven, 
with great aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, © Well, 
* for my part, if that be a Lord, I never 
i: defire to ſee any other Lord but the 


Te Lord | 
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N Lord Jehovah, ” and inſtantly left the 
room. 


We were eſcorted on our march by the 


brigade of a General Brickett; he was 
very civil, and often uſed to ride by the 


| fide of the officers, to converſe with 


them. One day, as he was jogging along 


with our friend Sone, he complained to 


the General, that he was very uncomfort- 


able in ſuch wet weather and bad roads, 
for want of a pair of boots, and that thoſe 
he had, with all his baggage, were taken 
in a batteaux ; when the General ſaid, he 
would ſell him thoſe he had on. Sone 


was rather ſurpriſed at the offer of the 
Brigadier General, and aſked him how 
many paper dollars he would take; the 


General told him he would only part with | 
them for gold ; when Sone offered him a 
| guinea for them; the General inſtantly 


got off his Hours and after he had taken 


E3 55 a pair 
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A pair of ſhoes out of his ſaddle- bags, was 
proceeding to pull off his boots; Sone 
told him there was no ſuch hurry, it 
would do when they arrived at the end of 
the day's march : He replied, he ſhould 
not be long in pulling them off, and he 
had got a pair of country boots to put on, 
which are pieces of cloth folded round the 
leg, and tied at the knee and ancle. 
Upon being requeſted to defer it till we 
got into quarters, he mounted his horſe, 
rode forwards, and on our halt diligently 
ſearched out for Sone, when he compleat- 
ed his bargain, and parted with his boots. 
0 much "Tor + an | American Brigadier. 
General F | 


Notwithſtanding they are diſpleaſed | 
with our Government, they are not fo 
with our guineas, and although they are 

fighting for independency, they pl ace very 
little dependence upon paper-maney.; ; for 
however 


— —— IS nn tne — — 
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however martial they are . at preſent, fill ; 

they have an eye to: traffic and merchan- 
dize; what a weak ſtate the Congreſs muſt 


be in, when thoſe who are fighting for 1 its 
| ſupport are depreciating its credit. Iam 


confident that the majority of the Ame- 


ricans are ignorant as to the cauſe of the 
conteſt, and what aroſe from the factious 
views of a few deſigning men, expreſſing 


= diſpleaſure to our Government, is now 


converted into rancor and national hatred. 
If I might be allowed to give my political 
opinion, there appears to me nothing ſo 
clear, as. that the true intereſt of America 
is to live in perfect harmony with Greit- 
Britain, for it is evident to the obſer- 
vation of every one, that the colonies. 
reaped great advantages when the union 
: ſubſiſted; they have ſeverely felt, and 
at this moment continue to feel, the bad 
effects of being at variance. 
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That they may be ſubdued, and an union 

formed upon the moſt permanent baſis, 
for the intereſt of both countries, will, I 
think, coincide with your. ſentiments, as 
it does with thoſe of 


Vour's, &c. 
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Cambridge, in New England,” 
Nov. 3oth 1777. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


H E laſt town we left, before our 
arrival at this place, was Weſtown, 
where we found the moſt convenient inn 
of any on the road, it is equal to moſt in 
England, the rooms commodious, provi- 
ſions good, and ſervants attentive ; above 
all, the landlord is a friend to our Go- 
vernment, and like all of that deſcription, 
has been much perſecuted. He was not 
without his apprehenſions of being ſent to 
priſon for attentions ſhewn-o the officers 
| who 
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who Aon at his houſe, which was 
nothing more than the common civility 
he ſhewed to all his. gueſts: in ſhort, he 


was deemed by the Americans a rank 
Tory. 


The ſpirit of Whig and Tory is as pre- 
dominant in America, as it was in Eng- 
land ſome years back; perhaps you may 
not have troubled yourſelf as to the unde 


derivatur of theſe two words, you will 
therefore pardon my explaining thein: 


Tony, originally, was a name given to the 


wild Irifh robbers, who neat the maſ- 
ſacre of the Iriſh Proteſtants, in 1 641; 
it was afterwards applied to all enormous 


high-fliers of the Church. Mhig was a 
ludicrous name, firſt allotted to the coun- 
try- field devotion- meeting, whoſe ordinary 


drink was whig, or whey of coagulated 
ſour milk: it was afterwards applied to 


| thoſe who were againſt the Court intereſt, 


in the reigns of Char les II. and James II. 
and 


THROUGH AMERICA, 59 
and for the Court, in the reigns of King 
William and King George; the Americans 
apply them 1 reverſe. 


Our march frond Weſtown to this place 
was the moſt unpleaſant of any, as it 
rained inceſſantly, and we reached the 
barracks on Proſpect Hill very late in the 
evening, which were unfortunately in the 
worſt condition imaginable for the recep- 
tion of troops, being ſo much out of. re- 


pair, that we ſuffered ſeverely from the 
inelemeney of the weather; the barracks 
were, in fact, bare of every thing; no 
wood, and a prodigious ſcarcity of fuel, 


inſomuch, that we were obliged to, cut 
down the rafters of our room to dry our- 


ſelves. 


The method of quartering was dread- 
fully inconvenient, ſix officers in a room 


not twelve feet ſquare, permiſſion was 
denied us to accommodate ourſelves with 


TYOOILIS 
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rooms in this town, till General Burgoyne 
arrived, and repreſented our ſituation to 
the Council at Boſton, when it was relu&t- 
antly granted. We laboured under. many 
diſtreſſes and difficulties ; every ſpecies of 
proviſions was very dear, and ta add to 
our misfortune, could hardly be procured | 
for money. You do not, I believe, in 
England, rank milk in the catalogue of 
luxuries, yet we were obli ged, ourſelves, 
to traverſe a deep ſnow for a full mile, to 
get a ſmall quantity for our breakfaſts, 
as our ſervants were not permitted to paſ 8 
the centinels | 


It was underſtood. at the convention, 
that the troops were to be ſtationed on 
Proſpect and Winter Hills, and the officers 
were to be quartered in Boſton, and the 
neighbouring towns. On this ſuppoſi- 
tion ſome of the officers had puſhed for- 
ward and got into Boſton, but were im- 
| mediately ordered out. 


At 
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At preſent, the army 18 diſpoſed of in 
the following manner: the Engliſſi troops 
upon Proſpect Hill, and the German upon 
Winter Hill; the officers have the towns 
of Cambridge, Myſtic, and Watertown, 
to quarter themſelves, and a parole of 
about ten miles in circumference; but to 
preſerve order and regularity among the 
troops, three officers of each regiment 

conſtantly reſide in the barracks. 


1.1 is no little mortification that 1 can- 
not viſit Boſton, for it is the ſecond city 
m America, and the grand emporium of 
rebellion ; but our parole excludes us from 
it: what makes the mortification | ill 
greater is, that we can go as far as the 

ferry at Charles-town, and are debarred 
crofling | it. 


By an officer who has joined the army 
from Albany, I am informed, that Lady 
Harriet Ackland, after ſhe quitted our 

N 195 e 
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army, experienced great difficulties before 
ſhe arrived at that city, the night being 
far advanced before the boat reached the 
enemy's out- poſts, and the centinel would 
not let it paſs, nor even come on ſhore, 


_ notwithſtanding the Chaplain that accom- 


panied her offered the flag of truce, and 


repreſented the _ ſtate of her Ladyſhip. 1 


The guard, from apprehenſions of treach- 
ery, and punctilious to orders, threaten- 


ed to fire into the boat if it ſtirred be- 
fore day-light. What muſt have been 
her anxiety and ſufferings, when protract- 


ed for ſeven or eight hours, without cover- 


ing to ſhelter from the inclemency of the 


night air, and uncertain what her- huſ- 
band's fituation might be, her reflexions | 
during the long, dark, cold hours, could 


not impreſs her with any favorable ſenti- 
ments of the treatment ſhe was to expect, 
from this firſt reception. When day-light 


appeared they were fuffered. to land, and 
conducted to General Gates, who, with 
that 


cellen 


* THOUGH AME Ic A. 63 


that W for which be is ſo conſpi- 
cuous, received and accommodated her 
with that reſpect and 3 her rank 


and ment deſerved. 


When you n Abe th the various 
trying ſeenes ſince her arrival in America,. 
the ſtands forth an example of female ex- 

——an example of patience, ſuffer= 
ing and fortitude, exhibiting an intereſting 
picture of that ſpirit of enterprize and diſ- 


treſs, you meet with in romance, realized. 
and conducted upon that diſcipline of duty 


and chaſteneſs of principle, which ſhould 


ever be attendant on connubial love. How 


little the female frame can be capable 'of 
ſupporting, delicate to a degree as hers is, 


ſuch extreme diſtreſs! yet ſhe ſoared above 


it, and forgot the weakneſs of the woman 


in the fondneſs of the wife. 


 Wodwre: hel ſeveral Uiſputes. wih the 


Committee- men, relative to travelling on a 


Sunny. | 
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Sunday, in time of ſervice; ſome officers 
have been taken up and confined, which 
has occaſioned the General's interference. 
We are now permitted. to aſſemble at the 
barracks, and attend religious duties. The 
ſelect men wiſhed to be as rigid with us as 
with the inhabitants, any of whom that 
are ſeen in the ſtreets, during divine 
ſervice, are compelled to go to ſome place 
of Worſhip. Whoever ſhall be caught 
carrying a bundle is committed to priſon, 
for the ſpirit of puritaniſm is as prevalent 
now in theſe ſtates, as it was on their firſt 
ſettlement. 


The eſtabliſhed religion here, as in all 
the other provinces of New-England, is 
that of the Congregationaliſts, a religion 
different only in ſome trifling articles to 
that of the Preſbyterians; there were great 
numbers of other perſuaſions, particularly 
of the Church of England, and at this 
place there is a church erected within fight 
of 
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of Havard College, the ſeminary « of theſe 


Congregationaliſts ; this gave them much 
offence, as they conſidered it a fatal ſtroke 


levelled at their religion. Upon this ac- 5 
| count, before hoſtilities commenced, they 


perſecuted the miniſter, who was the Rev. 
Dr. Apthorpe, now Rector of Croydon, 


obliged him to reſign his cure and quit the 
| colony ; but ſince the war, not only this 


church, but every one over the province 
is ſhut up, nor will the inhabitants ſuffer 
any other religion | but the Congregation- 2 
aliſts; they were happy to ſeize the op- 
Pom of * ſuppreſſing the church of 


£44 % 


faſt, wy 3 . to it o on * 


ground of praying for the King and Royal 
Family. Some miniſters offered to omit 


that part, but toleration is no part of 
their creed, and they were happy to ſeize 


fo favourable an occaſion to cruſh it. 


Vol. II. oo | Before 
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Before the evidetiihotneint df the war, 
| Arts and Sciences were making great pro- 
greſs in theſe ſtates. In this town there 
is erected an Univerſity, the firſt ever raiſed 

in America; it is a neat brick building; 
containing three halls for the elaſſes, 
a room for natural curioſities, another 
for inſtruments of - aftronemy and mathe- 
matics, and a gallery where formerly was 
a very valundle Rbrary, but When this 
Lee the head: quarters of General 
1 the library, as well as the 
5 inftruments add other articles were res 
3 in many were loft and 
aged; thoſe that remain of the 
handſome collection are very few; adjoin- 
1292 to the college i is a neat chapel. | ee. 


The Preſident of this Oulvetfity 3 is 4 
Mr. Willard, and there are only a finall 
number of ſtudents at prefent, not exceed- 
ing twenty, the youth of America ſtudying 
tactics in preference to the more enligliten- 
ing 
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dents reſide in the [niverſity; the former 


live in their ene N the r 
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miles from Boſton, and was the country 
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ing ſtiences. This Univerſity has been 


founded near an hundred years, and altho' 
it is not on a perfect plan, has produced a 
number of men of genius. It was much : 


encouraged in its infancy, by many perſons 


at home; particularly a Mr. Hollis, who 
founded the profeſſorſhip for the · mathe- 


matics and natural philoſophy, and many 
other benefactions, nearly to the amount 
of oo. Neither the profeſſors or ſtu- 


has on th Car 3 is 935 fix 


reſidence; of the gentry. of that city; there 
are a number of fine houſes in it going to 


decay, belonging to the Loyaliſts. The 


town muſt have been extremely pleaſant, 
but its beauty is much defaced, being now 


: only an arſenal. for military ſtores, and you 
=p ſuppoſe 1 it is no agreeable circumſtance, 


F 2 : every 
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Every time We walk out, to be eeminideduef 
our ſituation, in beholding | the artillery 
nd ammunition I” "AY were takes 
wth our _ NY 36 
The Ghredt ert the Aber of this 
province” 18 improved beyond the deſcrip- 
tion that our uncle B= gave us of them, 
when he quitted this country, thirty years 
ago, but Pu aft ritaniſm ard a ſpirit of perſe- 
cution are not yet totally extinguiſhed. 
The gentry of both ſexes are hoſpitable 
and good-n atured, with an air of civil. ity 
in their behaviour, but conſtrained by 
formalify and preciſeneſs ; even the wo⸗ 
men, though eaſinieſs of carriage is pe- 
: culiarly characteriſtic to their nature, ap- 
pear here with much ſtiffneſs and reſerve: 
they are formed by ſynimetry, handſome, 
and have" delicate complexions; the men 
are tall, thin, and generally long-viſaged; 
both ſexes have univerſally, and even pro- 
verbially, bad teeth, which muſt probably 
8 3 05 
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be occaſioned by their cating ſo much Mo- 


laſſes, making uſe of it at all rr 1 


even 852 it with grealy 25728 


AFOY Irie 


— 


- Meng one day with a Virginia offi- 
cer relative to the curioſity of the New 
Englanders, he told me, that finding he 
never could procure any refreſhment for 
himſelf or horſe, till after he anſwered all 
their queſtions, and they had compared 

them with their information, he adopt- 
cd the following mode to avoid their in- 

quiſitive delays; Whenever he travelled 


from his on province to Boſton, and 


5 alighted at an ordinary, (the name given 


to inns in America, and ſome juſtly merit 
that title) the maſter or miſtreſs, and other 


company in the houſe aſſembled at the 


door, and he began in this manner, — 


1 Worthy people, I am Mr, *, of Vir- 


g inia, by trade a tobacco-planter, and a 


© bachelor, have ſame friends at Boſton, 


"3 hom lam going to viſit, my ſtay will be 


5 ſhort, 
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news; and now, having told you every 
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« ſhort, when I ſhall return and follow my 
* buſineſs, às a prudent man ought to do. 
<« This is all J know of myſelf, and all I 
te can poſſibly inform you. I have no 


« thing, have compaſſion upon me and my 
< horſe, and give us ſome refreſhment.” 


Þ" q 5 +43 34 : 4917 7 E 
44 1 . * ? 3 3 ** A”. _ <” 4 


Intelligence being brought me that ſome 


ſhips are ſeen in the offing of Boſton har- 
bour, I am haſtening to Proſpect-hill, to ſee 
if they are thoſe that will be the means of 


conveying) me to the fight of my worthy 
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EPRIVED of the privilege to viſit 
SEO 4 pon chaining that we 


Hil, ta give e you 4 datrriptton 


of its ſituation; for its interior parts, 


ferred to thoſe authors who have deſcribe 
ed them. 


% 
„ - 
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Boſton is ſituated on a peninſula of 


\ 


about four miles in EN at the bottom 


1 

1. 
4 
15 
I; 
1 
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of the bay of Maſſachuſett's, which reaches 
eight or ten miles within land; the open- 


ing of the bay appears to be ſheltered from 
the impetaoſity of the waves, by a num 


ber of rocks, which appear above water, 
and by ſeveral iſlands, moſt of which are 
inhabited; whoſe ſituation is ſuch, that they 


will not admit of more than three or four 


ſhips to enter at the ſame time. 


Nauen lend top dium tohare provid- 
ed for the ſafety of the city, for upon this 


narrow channel there is an iflani K 
when fortified, no Tap can pak i 


till FE end Lakhs ˖ * 3 when a 
regular citadel; named Fort William, was 


erected on it, defended by a hundred 
pieces of eannon, of tlie largeſt - ſiaboand 
extremely well placed. When our trips 
evacuated Boſton, they demoliſhed the 
fortifications, which rendered the city 
7 liable to an attack 10 ſea, therefore tlie 


; principal | 


a ſtate of defence, as to prevent its falling 


Was I — of * 5 


— 
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principal object of che New Englanders 
was to put Boſton and this iſſant an 


Bend were they i in i e that 


every able-bodied citizen allotted two days i 


in a week, the more ſpeedily to conclude 


| It, 28 they were not without their aàppre- 
henſions, that when the fleet and army 


were reinforced they would return; what 
impreſſed them ſo ſtrongly with Rees =_ 


$7 4 


About A a kom this band. near 


the mouth of the harbour, there is a high 
ght houſe, the ſignals from which are 
perceiveable at Boſton,” where there are 
beacons, as well as upon moſt of the 
heights along the coaſt; to read the 


alarm to the inland countries of- an ene - 


my's approach. Except when a very thick 


fog preyails, -at which time ſome - ſhips 
night 4: in amongſt the iſlands, the 


town 
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town has dry five: of 1 ee d 
in the ſpace of —— — 
they can raiſe ſeveral thouſands of militia. 
If ever a fleet of ours ſhould: be able to 
paſs: Fort William, it would be : effec- 
tually ſtopt by the ſtrong batteries the 
Americans have raiſed, both to tlie north 
and ſouth f the town; - which: com- 
mand the: bay entirely; the harbour ap- 
pears ſo ſpadious, that it will admit of fix 
or ſeyen hundred veſſels anchoring ſafely 
and | commodiouſly, J am informed, on 
that ſide'of the eity that faces the harbour, 
there is à very magnificent pier which ex- 
tends ſo far into the ſea, as to admit of 
ſhips unloading their cargoes, without the 
Afſiſtancs'o ſmall craft, from whence they 
this your” Ahn att gift ot itiats 
[Oppoſite 1 to 5 Suchen part: oy thi 
amv on which Boſton ſtands, are the 
1 remains 


4 


remains of Charles-town, n had the 


rather ſingular, that the inhabitants never 


cally as it was e bn 
the inland/towns into Boſton. Unleſs you 


is only two miles in a direct line; no 


was formerly either through indolence or 
| individual. concerns conſidered as impoſii- 
bilities and arduous undertakings, will 


pliſhed, 


* 2 = 1 
p : # " 
© 1 " 8 w 
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fame! connection with Boſton as the Bo-. 


wide a the Thames, 1 = | appears ; 


8 u as: it would Have pad 


croſs the ferry, you have to make a cir 
cuit of ſeveral miles, over ſwamps and 
moraſſes, from this place to Boſton, which 


doubt, as the Americans are become py 
expert in making bridges acroſs rivers of 
greater width than this, they will, when 
the conteſt is ended, erect one; for what 


now be thought matters eu accom- 
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Near to the remains of 2 is 
that famous ſpot where ſo much blood 
was ſpilt, and ſo many brave men lain, 
Bunter Hill, which will ever be a me- 
mento to Britiſh Commanders, againſt at- 
tacking works with ſuch temerity, with- 
out a; ſufficient information ag to their 
too great contempt; but in this inſtance | 
it was in ſome meaſure unavoidable, for 
had the Americans ſecured tlrat poſt, 
Baſton Would have been untenable; as it 
s a high. ground that overlooks and com- 

mands the whole town, the only error 

that appears to have been committed; was 


at firſt not endeavouring to turn their 


flank (Which proved the means of driv= 
ing them; from their works) inſtead 'of 
attacking tliem in the front. The only 


motive that could lead to the mode of at- 


tack that was adopted, muſt have been 
upon a fuppoſ poſition that it was impoſlible; 
in ſuch a ſmall ſpace of time, to ereck 


any works, but what might eaſily be de- 
moliſhed: by the artillery,” and carried by 

ſtorm: Certainly our troops were much 
annoyed by the Americans from Charles- 
town; and if it had not been for the Ge- 
neral's unwillingneſs to deſtroy it, the 
enemy might eaſily have been diſlodged, 
in which caſe, the weakneſs of their 
flank would have been diſcovered, and ſo 
many lives would not have been loſt in 
attacking them; their induſtry, diſigence 
and ſilence in conſtruẽting the works, 
which conſiſted of a ſmall redoubt and 
ſtrong intrenchment, reachin g near half 
a mile down to the river Myſtic, is incre- 
dible. I cannot conceive how the im- 
portance of this poſt ſhould eſcape the 
vigilance of our Generals, as the ſafety of 
| Boſton depended entirely on our having 


F rate of it. 
* The beſt enen that I can poſſibly 
y give you as to the engagement, is what I 


gathered 
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gathered from Captain Drew, whom I met : 
- with: at Cork, who, in that action, was 
_ notwithſtanding ſcarcely recovered from 
his wounds, was going out to join his 
regiment. He acknowledged himſelf to 
have never been witneſs to ſuch a ſcene of 
carnage and ſlaughter; and, in addition 
to the inceſſant roar of cannon, diſcharge 
of mmiſquetry, and the groans of the 
wounded and dying, there were great ex- 
ploſions from the burning of the town, 
from Which aſcended a large column of 
dlack ſmoke; in ſhort, it was ſuch a ſcene 
as cannot be deſcribed, nor can any one 
form the leaſt idea of it, but thoſe. who 
were preſent. What muſt have been the 
feelings of the Generals and troops in 
Boſton, who were ſpectators of this dread- 
ful carnage, without participating? The 
behaviour of the Britiſh troops, was truly 
characteriſtic of that valour and intrepidity 
chat is allowed by all nations. But the 
reception 


reception they met with from theſe en- 
trenchments, and the execution, which 


was terrible, was ſufficient to ſtagger the 


braveſt trobps for full half an hour, 
\ the fire poured down. _ aaa a 


for the time it laſted, Fn the hotteſt tend 


k 2 A * i 
. . . 
0 age t ever 
* N = 3 . 

8 ” 5 4 * * 2 
+ - 3 , 

as „* * 4 4 © 44 * - p k * . f NE: : | * Sh ; 

. » 8 8 # 4 k 1 Y 
x 0 4 oF 4 = 4 a 43 «4 x * * 7 8 , P 
f ©. 
EF.» - * . 


We are anxiouſly expecting the veſſels, 
as our ſituation is not only very unpleaſant 
but dangerous, both to officers and ſol- 


diers; the latter of whom are in conti- 
ual broils with the American guards, which 


are compoſed of militia, who not being 


under very great diſcipline, not only in- 
fringe their orders, which perhaps they do 


not comprehend, or elfe uſe their authority 
ag they think Proper ; they have received 


orders not to let any officer paſs without 


his fide arms, and as many of them left 
their baggage in Canada, others loft them 
with | 


THROUGH AMERICA 79 


o' INTE Kron TRAVELS: 


o 


with their baggage, during — | 
this ignorant people will not let any one 
paſs without a ſword, drauling out, 
t ſwear now you ſhan't paſs, becauſe you 
* have not got a ſword; at the ſame 
time, ſtupid fools, they might perceive by 


dur cloaths and bayonets that we:were:of- 


remedy which, the officers had paſſports: 


ſigned by General Heath; but this did 
not avail, as very few-of the centinels could 
read. At laſt it was ordered, that any 
officer who wanted to paſs the centinels, 
Was to go to the American guard, where the 
afficer ſhould ſend a ſoldier to paſs him; 
this did not altogether remedy the evil, as 


_— of. the officers could not * out 


> 


When I abe to you paddy bag you 


witli not ſo much wonder at theſe embar- 
raſſments, In marching the party to relief, 
you will ſee an old man of ſixty, and a 


| boy 


ficers. Much altercation has enſurd, to: 


. 10 F He »J FT N Fa 
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boy of ſixteen! þ A black and an old ee 7 
pit man, limping by his ſidey> moſt of 
them wear great buthy wigs; in fhort, 
they would be A fubject for tha pencil of 
Hogarth; but; egad; they are ready enoug 
in preſent ng their pieces, and if a ſoldier 
comes the leaſt near them they level at 
him, and fay; * I fwear now, if you. at. 
tempt to pals, III blaze at you. 


The ſoldiers wires are allowed to paſs 
the centinels; but the other day a nioft 
ludicrous tircarſtance tbok' place, by the 
obſtinaey of an old man upon guard. He 
would not permit a woman, who' was a 
true campaigner to go beyond hirn, great 
altercation enſued, in which the lady dif- 
played much of the Billingſgate oratory, 
when the old man was ſo irritated as to 
preſent his flrelock; the woman imme 
diately ran up, ſnatched * from him, 


knocked him down; and ſtriding over the 
proſtrate hero, 1 in the exultation of tri- 


G umph 
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umph, profuſely beſprinkled him, not with 
Olympian dew, but that which is eſteemed 
as emollient to the complexton—and faith, 
ſomething more natural nor did ſhe quit 
her poſt, till a file of ſturdy ragamuffins 
marched valiantly to his relief, diſpoſſeſſed 
the Amazon, and enabled the knight of 
the griſly caxon to look fierce, and re- 
ſhoulder his muſquet. 


The Winter is now ſetting in, and as 
the coaſting of the tranſports from New 
Vork to Boſton is attended with delay 
and danger, on account of the ſtrong 
winds tlrat blow at this ſeaſon upon the 


coaſt, General Burgoyne has made appli- ; 
cation to Congreſs for the troops to march | 
to Providence; and to embark at Rhode - 
Iſland. We are now anxiouſly waiting 8 
for an anſwer; that it may ſoon arrive is 

the en of T 
tic 
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LATTER NE. 


„ 


| Canbridge, in New Bela, 
Jan. 19th 177. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


T is impoſlible to deſcribe with what a 
| dejected mind 1 fit down to write, as 

not only the flattering hopes of ſhortly 
ſeeing my friend is done away, and every 
proſpect vaniſhed, but ſome Years, per- 
haps, may elapſe, before the termination 
of this "ow conteſt, 


- 

What was 8 as an acoomminda» 
tion to the troops, relative to their em- 
barking ; at Rhode Iſland, has proved a moſt 


G 2 0 unfor- 
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unfortunate circumſtance indeed; for the 
Congreſs have not only denied that re- 
_ queſt} but have put a ſtop to any embark- 
ation, till the convention is ratified at 
home by the King and Parliament; an 
event that can never happen, as it would 
be allowing the authority of the Congreſs, 
and the independence of the Americans. 
What renders gur ſituation more diſtreſ- 
fing äs, that had the tranſports come round 
to Boſton, the Council would have con- 


ſented to our embark ation. 


The Generat! 8 requiſt tion to Conte has 
expat faſpicions in their minds and, by | 
the bye, 110 peopfẽ ate of fych 3 A faſpicions 
diſpoftion as the” Athericans,) that the 

meafure propoſed wa Wa s merely for an op- 
portunity of © Joining General Howe 8 
army, and that we” ſhould, tüle them- 
ſelxes, be baſe enough to evade and break 


* i 7 * 


the ar tices of capitulation ; after which 


5 1191 0 


we LEY e to act in, concert with that army 
Tom 8 5H 


* he 
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againft Waſhington; and, in ſupport of 
their ſufpicions or, at leaſt, to give a co 

lour to them, they pretend that the veſſels 

ſent to Rhode Iſland were inſufficient for 
tranſporting the army to Europe, ande 
that it was impöſſible to vittual the fleet | 
arid array: for {6- great 4 number, in ſo - | | 
ſhort- aFpace of time. This idea muſt ariſe 


from the TY nene in all Lame 5 | 

e 5 6 be b eke 1 i 
GuvralBurdojnd PO vote: 8 0 

| align concerning the bad accommbda- | 

tion of: the-officers, which was not agree- - | 

able to tlie terms of ontention the Con- | 


greſs have; conſtfusd that à8s 4 direct . 
declaration; that it had been Broken on | | 
their parts by a Violation of its conditions, | 
and an indication, that we conſider the 
convention as diffobvett; that, under 

theſe circumſtances, when out of the, li-. 

mits of their power, and at large, we 

fhould make no heſitation in acting as if 

Wy. 


Q 
LS) 
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we were in no degree bound by a capitu- 


lation ae) we- n Wenn — re- 
ſtraint. 


" 2 * \ 
* x I * 
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| 1 he Cad have likewiſe paſſed ſome 


frivolous reſolutions, that the ſoldiers had 


not faithfully delivered up their-accoutre- 


ments, alluding to the croſs- belts and 


cartouch boxes. Any one the leaſt con- 


they are not public ſtores, but private, as 


being always furniſhed by the Colonel 


of the regiment. In ſhort, the Congreſs 
were happy to ſeize any circumſtance, as a 
pretext to favor their proceedings, and 
to render them juſtifiable in the eyes of 
the world. But had they made a refer- 


ence to General Gates, they would have 
found what little dependence was to be 


placed as to that accuſation; for, when 
he obſerved the men march by with their 

accoutrements on, he aſked Colonel King- 
ſton, who had the treaty— «af it 


« was 


Fd 
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.& was. not cuſtomary, on ield-days, for 
c Arms and accoutrements to go toge- 
ther?“ when Colonel Kingſton replied, 
There was nothing ſaid in the conven- 
tion that he had agreed to with him, 
relating to accoutrements; and that he 
could have no right to any thing but 


hat was ftipulated in the treaty.” TO 


which General Gates replied, © You are 
perfectly right; — and, turning to ſome 

American officers, ſaid, If we meant to 
have had them, we ought to have in- 
te ſerted them in the convention.“ Hence 
it is evident Congreſs were ready to graſp 
at any pretence, however weak, to evade 
the terms of convention without incurring 
the charge. of a re breach of faith. 


In n was | nie of Ge- 


neral Burgoyne, as to the ſubſtance of his 
letter, which conveyed no other meaning 


than complaint of improper uſage, and a 
too relaxed adherence to the articles of 
'© 4 | capitu 


—— 
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capitulation.” To obviate all farther dif 
ficulties; the General and Officers ſigned 
à parole, and were willing to ſign any pa- 
per, the mope fully to ratify the conven- 
Congreſs were inexorable, and it was 
very perceivable, they © would” not eafily 
recedè from a meaſure once adoped; no 
explanation of ſecurities could produce 
the deſired effect upon their determina. 
tion. The conduct of Cor grels upon 
this extraordinary tranſaction, is ex- 
tremely viſible; they had conceived an 
idea if our army were ſuffered to return 
to Europe, it would be eaſily replaced 
ing now in poſſeſſion of Philadelphia, 
Jerſey, New York, and other commanding 
ſituations, and General Waſhington: 6 
cloſely preſſed at Valley Forge, that upon 
the arrival of ſuch an additional force, it 
would turn the ſcale of war againſt thern; 
3 1 


— 


their final ſubhugarien; they therefore 


choſe to ſacrifice their faith and feputa- 


tion, altheuN un infant ſtate, by am act 


never excuſable. This ever will be an ob 


loguy upon America, and point out to 


other-powers, what Ittle dependence 18 to 
be n e her . Faith.” * INF 0 


TTY . a. I Ih 


hene * aun Find," FRO be 5 
the feelifigs of every one, and how ex- 
aſperated we muſt be at this treatment! 
we have no other hopes left but ane. 
change of priſoners, Which, conſidering 
our numbers, will be ſome time befott 
the whole can be effected. Our ſituation 
now begomes every day more and mote 
mortifying; for, excluſive of the inſults 
we continually meet with from tlie Ame- 
rican ſoldiery, the officers, no doubt, ſti- 
mulated by this reſolve of Congreſs, be- 
have very tauntingly, and Colonel Henley, 
who commands the troops, has been guilty 
of 
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and that the next campaign muſt end M 
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of great cruelty to the ſoldiers, That you 


may form an idea as to the natural fero- 


city of diſpoſition in this man, and how 


deliberate he is in his 'barbaruued;” J ſhall 
fate a few of them. ln 


„„ 4 ad 


Of Ji 40 inne "377 re K f 7001 irrst 
* 


On the Aer, lat n month, he went ap | 


to the American barcacks to releaſe ſome 


of our ſoldiers; after calling over their 


names, he addreſſed himſelf to: a. -eorporal | 
Reeves, of the ꝗth regiment; „ and told 
him he had been confined for inſulting 


a provincial officer. Reeves made an- 
ſwer, He was ſorry for it; that he was 


«6, in liquor, and would not have acted 
© ſo, had he known him to have been an 


« officer, and was ready to aſk his pardon.” 
Colonel Henley ſaid, By. God, Sir, had 


you ſerved me ſo, I would have run you 
„through the body, and I believe you to 
be a great raſcal.” Reeves made an- 
fer, I am no xaſcal, but a good ſol- 

M 2 and my officers know. at,” Co- 


lonel 


gr 
lonel Henley then demanded ſilence. 
Reeves repeated nearly the ſame words, 
adding, That he hoped ſoon to carry 

0 arms under General Howe, and fight 
eee for his King and country. The Co- 
lonel then replied, Damn your King 
and country, when you had arms, yon 
« were _— enough to lay them 
% down.” Colonel Henley then ordered 
filence, Reeves repeating nearly the ſaem 
words, the Colonel ordered one of the 
guard to run him through for a ſcoundrel, 
the men of the guard not obeying his or- 
ders, he diſmounted from his horſe, and 
ſeiziiig a firelock with a fixed bayonet | 
from one of the guard, ſtabbed Corpora! | 

Reeves in the left breaſt, and whilſt he 1 

had the bayonet at his boſom, the Colonel 
told him, If he ſaid another word, he | 
would have it through his body :” 
Reeves then told him He did not care, 
he would ſtand by King and his country, 
2 till he died.“ Colonel Henley then made 

a ſecond 


TRHROUOUDAMERNIOA. 
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a ſecbnd dart at him with the firtlock-anl} | 


Were locking at à party of | Americans, 
where Colonel Henley was preſent nc hꝭnꝛ 
ordered the ſoldiers to go off and clear 
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fixed bayonet, which two of; the other 
prifoners threw up and it paſſed over 


KHeeves's ſhoulder j at the ſame time one 
of the m̃en ſaid to Colonel Henley, That 


e the man was bis” priſoner, that he hall 
40 better not take his life, as he oduld do 
2: with, him as with the other men W 


were lin his cuftbfly. Colonel Hehley 
. > act the firelock, and orderel 


him back into tlie gubrd- room, diſmüffirg 
the N bf the n 11 71114 07 Faeroe 7 78 


100 iu 1 IrtBug 211 10 nam Sch. 


Ow "ho 8 ach inftabt; as (ihe doldichs : 


the parade. The foldiers turned àbbut, 
and went off as faſt as they: could; [the 
croud being great; and the road very dirty, 
Colonel Henley turned about, and ad- 


dreſſing the ſoldiers, faid, Damm you, 


3 make you make more haſte;” and 
ö running 


D | 
7 
8 
: 
* 
1 
SY 
* 

: 
: 
7 


ſhould hear of a general maſſacre of all 
the Britiſh troops | But what more fully 
ſtamps, the character of this moſt ſan- 
guinary man, and his ferocious diſpoſi- 
tion, is a moſt, unaccountable expreſſion 


ſerjeants of the different regiments attend 


ral's office; on the 16th of laſt month, as 
the ſer) dean attended at the office, to ap- 
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running up to a corpotal Hadley, puſhed. 


© his;{fword, in his left fide and bent it; he = 


then turned about and went to the right 


of his, party, ſtraightening his ſword: as' 
he went alongrra pretty example this 


from A —_ ing * to tae under 


ro res iris. ed bob: ; 


(Dor not 1 N akin this 51 Foul 


he made to Joopy ſoldiers, without any 


Ou N are n every a 
for which purpoſe the. Quarter-maſter- 


at the American Deputy Adjutant-Gent-, 


ply 


* noiſe in your barracks, III pour ſhot- 
 * amongſt you, and make flames of Hell 

JI jump out of ye, and turn your barracks 
inſide out; declaring, if he Was a cen 


= p 5 4 K * ov 
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ply fot palles, Serjealit Fleming, of the 
47th reg] iment, not being acquainted with 
Colonel Henley, took him for Colonel 


Keith, the Deputy Adjutant-General; ſa- 


luted him cap in hand, and was going to 
addreſs him, when Colonel Henley ex- 


tended his arm towards him, with his- 


fiſt clenched, and ſaid, You raſcals, III 
% make damnation fly out of ye ; for 1 
© wilt myſelf; one of theſe nights, go che 
< rounds; and if I hear the leaſt word, or 


« tinel, and any Britiſh ſoldiers looked 


„ ſulky at ie” he would TO" n 


« brains out? 


«=P, 


such Boing condi! wala not ie | 


the notice 'of General Burgoyne, who ap- 


plied to General Heath for redreſs, and 


he inſtituted a Court of Enquiry, to invef. 


tigate 
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5 tigate the grounds of complaint, and re- 
ported, it would be for the honor of Col. 


Henley, as well as for the ſatisfaction f 
all intereſted, that tlie judgment of * 


Court- martial ſhould be taken on his con- 
duct, during his command at Cambridge, 


which „ 18 to 5 to-morrow. 3 


#7 A 35 F 7 12 x - * 
16; 


„The * * binds CER lte of- 
late, and there has been great falls of ſnow, 


Tas 


but now it is more pleaſant and ſerene; 
the north winds blow very ſharp, the mow 


is about-two-or three feet thick on the 


ground, and the inhabitants, inſtead of 
cCarioling, like the Canadians, have large 
ſleighs, that will contain ten or twelve 


perſons, which are drawn by two, and 


ſometimes four horſes, but parties of 
young folks are more accuſtomed to go a 


frolicking. As this is a ſingular cuſtom,” 


1 * n it to you. LP, o 
Teck Gel noms Sus fbi 


0 


4 
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-When the rho 3s\favorabla; a iiber 


9 r and werner to theianiount 
bf thisty er Fartyd et off in fleighs, about” 


eren o dock in the evenittg, h join ſome 
other Party, perhaps at the diſtance of) 
cightees or ryenty miles, wliere they dance 


andcearanſo: till day light, when: they re- 


turn and follow their common avocationsfw , 


as if they had refted! all ni ght; it is not 


uncommon, am hqur or tuo after day- 


ght, te be awaked with the⸗ ſinging and 
noiſe they make, and by the: number of 
bells afſxed to the harſes, on the return 


of ſqme of theſe parties. Singular ſitu- 


ations and manners are productive of ſin- 


gular euſtoms. In England; this would 


be eſteemed extremely imprudent, and at- 
tende with dangerous conſequences; but, 
after what L have related reſpecting bundl. 
ing, h need pot ſay, in how innocent a 
view this is looked upon. Apropos, as 
to that cuſtom, along the ſea coaſt, by 


a eontinual intercourſe among Europeans; 


it 
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it is in ſome meaſure aboliſhed; but they 
ſtill retain one ſomething ſimilar, which 1s 


=o termed tarrying. 


® When. a young man is enamoured of 
a woman, and wiſhes to marry her, he pro- 
poles the affair to her parents, (without 


| _woſe conſent no marriage, in this colony, 


can take place) if they have no objection, 
he is allowed to tarry with her one night, 
in order to make his court. At the uſual | 
time, the old couple retire to bed, leavin g 
the young ones to ſettle matters as they ; 
can, who, having fat up as long as they 

think proper, get into bed together alſo, 
but without putting off their under gar- 


ments, to prevent ſcandal. If the parties 
agree, it is all very well, the banns are 
publiſhed, and they married without de- 


lay; if not, they part, and poſlibly never 


ſee each other again, unleſs, which is an 
accident that ſeldom happens, the for- 
 faken fair proves pregnant, in which caſe 


"I the 
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| 
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the man, unleſs he abſconds, is obliged 
to marry her, on pain of excommunica- 
tion. | 


The ignorance of the American officers 
and ſoldiers, and the ſcrupulous punc- 
tuality to their orders, which one half of 


them have not underſtanding to compre- 
hend, muſt occaſion confuſion and trou- 
ble. I have hitherto endeavoured to 


avoid having any altercation with them ; 


but the other evenin g I had the pleaſure 
of being conducted to the guard-houſe, 
though not without company, among 


whom was Lord Balcarras, Major Maſ- 
ter, of our regiment, and Major n. 
of the 47 regiment, 


We were returnin g. about nine O clock, 


from Proſpect-hill, to our quarters in 
Cambridge; and about a mile from the 
barracks, were ſtopt by-a patrole; who, 


althoug gh we ſhewed our paſſes and our 
ſide- 


but the Corporal ſaid, © he received thoſe 


e muſt march to the guard-houfe,” 

cordingly we were eſcorted, though a very 
cold piercing night, back to the barracks; 

| When we arrived at the guard, his Lordz 

| ſhip remonſtrated with the Captain, who 
faid, * He believed he had ſuch orders; 

e but he was not certain; however; as we 

were brought priſoners, we muſt re- 
© main till next morning.” His Lordſhip 

then deſired him to ſend to Colonel Ger- 
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kde-arms, would not let us proceed ; but 


ſaid, he had orders to take every Britiſti 


officer or ſoldier up after dark. His 


Lordſhip then informed him; * that he 


was ſure no fuch orders had been given; 


«* orders from his Captain; and that we 
Ac 


riſh, at Cambridge, the commanding offi- 


| cer, which he refuſed, After much alter= 
cation and ſome perſuaſion, rather than 


paſs the cold night without any covering, 
in their bleak guard-houſe, he was pre- 
vailed upon to let us proceed to our 

1 quarters, 
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quarters, upon our ſigning a parole to 


return the next morning at eight o'clock; 
the next day, when we went to the guard- 
houſe, they flocked round us with the 


ſame eager curioſity to ſee his Lordſhip, 


as they did to ſee Lord Napier; we re- 
mained at the guard till it was relieved, 


when the Captain that came to relieve 


would not take charge of us, nor the 


other diſcharge us; therefore, when the 


old guard was gone, his Lordſhip aſked 
the Captain © Whoſe priſoners we were?“ 


he replied, <* None of mine, and I defire 
you will go all of you about your buſi- 
| neſs.” We went accordingly. Complaint 
being made by General Philips to their 


Commanding Officer, all the- anſwer he 


received was, that he ſuppoſed it was 


ſome ignorant Captain, who had made 
a miſtake. Thus you ſee we are the ſport 


of theſe fools. What a footing military 
diſcipline is on in the United States! 


I could 


P 
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T could not ſo freely have communi- 
cated my ſentiments, had I not an oppor- 
tunity to ſend this by an officer going to 
New-York, from which place he returns 
to Europe, who will deliver it to you, and 
at the ſame time inform you that he left, 

in good health, but very low ſpirits, 


Yours, &c. 


E 


„ö; vwö - 
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LEFT. Eh 


Canbridg, in New "OY 
Feb. 28, 1 
7 6 


ur DEAR FRIEND, 


UR attention has of late been en- 
groſſed with the trial of Colonel 


W As the whole proceedin gs would 
be tireſome, I ſhall only juſt give you the 


ſubſtance of General Burgoyne's opening 


that proſecution, his reply, and the Judge 
Advocate's, with the extraordinary opinion 

of the Court, after the enormous crimes 

were fully ſubſtantiated, upon oath; 


when ill - treatment, miſconduct, and | 
eruelty, were indiſputably proved, by ſuch 
| 2 
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reſpectable witneſſes as Colonel Anſtru- 
ther, Colonel Lind, Major Forſter, Lieu- 
tenant Vallancy, Lieutenant Bibby, and 
bother officers. But as giving you only 
the heads of his ſpeeches, would take from 


the energy and beauty of the General's 
language, I ſhall relate it verbatim, as 
taken in ſhort-hand. 


At the opening of the Court, General 

Burgoyne took notice of a diſtinction be- 
tween the charge, as ſtated in his letter, 
and General Heath's order. In the letter, 


the general tenor of Colonel Hen ley's 8 . 
language and conduct, encouraging his 
inferiors, and ſeemingly calculated to ex- 
cite them to bloody purpoſes, was only 


| ſtated as a matter of ſuſpicious belief ; 
reaſoning upon this principle, it was 


more candid to. ſuppoſe one inſtigator of 
ſuch evils, than a general, voluntary, bad 


diſpoſition among the American troops; 
that the direct matter of charge which the 
General 


OY 
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General pledged himſelf formally and offici- 
ally to ſupport, was contained in the words 
« behaviour, criminal as an officer, and 
„ unbecoming a man, of the moſt inde- 
« cent, violent, vindictive ſeverity againſt 

_ « unarmed men, and of intentional mur- 
Wn der.” 


General Burgoyne made this obſerva- 
tion, as a ſecurity againſt any cenſure of 
5 inconſiſtency on his part, for not going at 
large into matters of inferior moment, as 
to the general tenor of language and con- 
duct of Col. Henley, declaring he ſhould 
confine his evidence to tranſactions of the 
19th of December, and the 8th of January, 
except in caſes where the behaviour - of 
Colonel Henley, at other times, ſerved, to 
elucidate the principles and deſigns upon 
which he acted upon thoſe particular days. 
After making this obſervation, as to the 
diſtinction in the charge, the General : 
mm the proſecution. 
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88 Pref Jent, and Gentlemen Y the 


5 80 Court, 


2, mien myſelf as proſecutor before 


«you, in charges of a heinous nature 


« againſt Colonel Henley ;—and, before 


J proceed to adduce the evidence in ſup- 


« port of them, I think it a duty to my 
« ſtation, and a part of propriety towards 


* the Court, to declare ae 1 upon 


cc which J act. 


If the reports in my hand, and which 
Na, will preſently be brought to teſt upon 
* oath, do not deceive me, public faith 
has been ſhaken, wanton barbarities 
*© have been committed, and a general 

* maſſacre of the troops under my care, 


apparently threatened. In objects of 


0 this magnitude, where not only the 
ee rights of a ſingle nation, but the inte- 


I reſts of human nature are concerned, the 


cc * conduct 
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conduct of the proſecution falls naturally 
« (however diſagreeable the office, and 
* unequal the talents of the perſon) to him 


M—_— — —Crrr_—C 


ce who has the ſupreme truſt upon the 
cc pot. 


A ſecond inducement to appear here, 


“ is that of private honor. I have un- 
dertaken to accuſe Colonel Henley, 
in a degree that ought to affect the feel- 
< ings of a ſoldier nearer than life. It is 


« fit I ſtand forth, in perſon, to maintain 


© my accuſation, and if it fails in point of 
CT. proof, .to make him the fulleſt atone- 
ment in my power. 


I e third impulſion upon 
* my mind, equally irreſiſtible ; ; —gratt- 
cc tude, eſteem and affection to that meri- 


© torious, reſpectable part of my country, 
< the brave and honeſt Britiſh ſoldier— 


* a private man, defenceleſs, becauſe un- 


armed, ignorant of your laws, unqua- 
& © lified 
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« lified to make good his cauſe in a court 
of juſtice, and who has not to look for 


« redreſs of injury to his own officers.— 


« I confeſs Iam too ſelfiſh to reſign to any 


ce brother officer the pride and gratifica- 


« tjon of ſtanding in | the front, for the 
* defence of mien, faithful comrades of 
te“ honor and misfortune, who have 
e fought bravely under my orders, who 
* have bled in my preſence, and who are 
now expoſed to oppreſſion and perſecu- 
= tion, by the abuſe of -a "Oy ſigned by | 


— "= hand, 


bc Thus much I PET proper to pre- 


er miſe, leſt any man ſhould ſuppoſe me 


te actuated by ſo mean and paltry a mo- 
* tive, as vindictive perſonal reſentment, 


* againſt a gentleman too, of whom, be- 
fore theſe tranſactions, I could know no 
* harm, and towards whom, if I had any 


* prejudice, I ſeriouſly declare it was, from 


his general deportment, a prejudice of 


cc “ favor 
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favor perſonal reſentment No, gen- 
« tlemen, I ſtand upon broader and firmer 
« ground the ground of natural rights, 
<« perſonal protection and public honor. — 
« and I appeal to the great principles and 
« land marks by which human. ſocieties 
hold and are directed, and which, whe- 
« ther in ſituations of amity or hoſtility, 
e are eſteemed equally ſacred by the uni- 


e yerſal concurrence of civilized man. 


And this leads me to a momentary re- 


« flection upon the order under which 


« you ſit, originating from the report of 


<< 2 Court of Enquiry. 


It ſtate Abo- the Court, after mature 


&* confiderat! on, are of opinion, that * from the 
** evidence offered on the fide of General, Bur- 


* goyne againſt Colonel Henley, it will be moſt 


for the honor of COLONEL HENLEY, as 

te well as for the ſati Faction of all intereſted, 

8 that the judgment of a Court Martial ſhould 
Re «of 
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cc be taken on his conduct, duri me his command 
« of Cambridge. The General approvi ng the 
« — of the Court, orders, &c. 


I confeſs, Fae General Heath 
« would have joined iſſue with the proſe- 
« cutor, in this inſtance, and Placed the 
* Court-martial upon a more enlarged 
* baſis than the honor of an individual, 
* however reſpectable he may be, or the | 
ſatisfaction of the complainants.—But 
« be it as it may, my purpoſe 1s anſwered, | 
<2 Court-martial is obtained, the mem- 
© bers are ſworn, and they are bound to 

+ decide. = 


II know you will feel with me the 
difference between this and common 
** courts; ſuch a ſtate of the minutes as 
would ſuffice for your internal convic- 
tion, after hearing the evidence, or as 
* would be merely explanatory to the per- 
iq ſon who is to contirm the ſentence, will 
5 © not 
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not be thought ſufficient here. You 
<« well know the whole of this matter will 
< be publiſhed, tranſlated, conſidered and 
commented upon by every nation in the 
te world :—not only reality, but perſpicuity 
« of juſtice muſt appear upon the face of 
e the proceedings. You are truſtees for 
« the honor of an infant State, and there- 
e fore evaſion, ſubterfuge and law-craft” 
(an allufion to the Judge Advocate Tudor, 
who is a lawyer at Boſton) © were any 
« man hardy enough to offer ſuch at 
« your tribunal, would be of no avail; 

© nay, were it poſſible any member could 
« he warped unintentionally by -perſonal 
© favor, or prejudice of civil conteſt (good 
* minds are ſometimes prone to ſuch illu- 
« ſions) yet here a moment's reflection 
« upon the reputation of his country, 
« would retrieve his reaſon, and what his 
a prejudice would incline him to adopt, 
policy would prompt him to 1 8 


&; « Upon 
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te Upon the full confidence, therefore, 
« of the neceſſary, as well as willing 
« juſtice of the court, 1 ſhall proceed 
« to call the evidence. I have neither in- 
« clination or powers to heighten the 
« fats by a previous narrative; let them 
« ſtrike the view as truth ſhall ſhew them 
in all the ſimplicity of their horrors—a 
« monſtrous ſpectacle, from which the 
« mind and eye will turn aſide with de- 
u * teſtation.” 


ere a a of evidence fully proved 
the accuſation of the crimes I mentioned 
1 in my laſt, beſides various others which 
i you will perceive commented on, when 
= the General 2 the charge. 


Y, After a full examination of the evidence 
is nn ſupport of the proſecution, the Judge 
t, Advocate made an objection to the General 
making any obſervations on it, arguing, 


that if he was permits, it muſt be upon 
the 


On 
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the principle of indulgence, not of right; 
and after ſome little altercation between 
the Judge Advocate and the General, the 


Court acquieſced, when General Burzoyne | 


nen as 3 : 


« Mr. Prouen . Gentlemen Ca th 


« Court, x 


« Tt being now admitted, that in a g 
the evidence I may offer ſuch argu- 
ments as to me ſhall ſeem proper, in 
< ſupport of the charge, and reſerving to 
<-myſelf a claim of replying to the de- 
« fence,. I ſhall enter upon. the firſt part 


« of the very painful, though by. no 


% means difficult undertaking—painful, . 


"7 « becauſe I cannot purſue the offender 
« without ſetting that offender in points 
« of view, at which every benignant mind 
* muſt ſhudder—eaſy in every. other re- 


i te ſpect ; is the taſk, becauſe I will venture 


* to pronounce the evidence, when ar- 


bc ranged and adjuſted, will amount to 


« ſuch 
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t: ſuch a maſs of proof 25 cannot de overs 
« thrown, and will authorize and -enll for 
— ſtrongeſt terms ids can; aſe, in my: 
demand of public hafen Anda. Gen- 

a tlemen; let me be permitted to aſſume 
« to. myſelf applauſe, rather than blame, 
« that the evidence has not heen laid be- 
fore you in a regular ſeries; the reaſon» 
6 was, that though aſſured by the. reports 
made to me; that the evidence would 
3 produce: conviction upon the whole, SE. * 
© was ignoraht how the teſtimony of the 
1 particular witnelſes would apply, and 
point to tlie progeſſion of the charges, 
e becauſe 1 had no previous intercourſe 
„with them. I declare upon my ſolemii 
word and honor, that I had no con- 
* eexn or communication, directly or in- 
directly, with any non- commiſſioned 
officer or ſoldier who has appeared "= 
your bar, one only excepted, vir. Ser- 
jeant Fleming, of the 47th regiment, 
who has depoſed to the ſalutation Co- 

; lonel 
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„ loneb & Terlley Sc AHd Me temudes 
t ihe DAG Grain” Generals 0H the 
hole matter appeared fo very Impto- 
<baÞle/ that I ner nz fert Forbfhe'Ser: 
_ <;jeant, do Warn m of the facredtibſs of 


Glas to bearing falſe withels; 
4 the man firm and uniform ur aſſerting 


4 his facts; and I fön his offlcets uns 
Ke „nimous! in e the credit of his 


c + religiouthy to the deterini mation 1 had 
taken, of ſecluding myſelf. from the 


_ « aſpenſiom, againſt the ſuppaſition of un- 
4 fair practices 3as-I beſides had ſeruple 


A ' haſly prepoſſeſſions: i in a cauſe, | where 


— , , . e AG rr 2 


14 I TER TON BRAVES 


f nd the! fie of in temperate 


00 ut allo! thougüt! it my duty to enquire 
4 mitutely into Kis character. found 


— — oo 5 r 14 25 rt; * - T* FL rac? ve TEC! 
#54 5 1 Y: 
re 
| e noi 802 | jabs V3 nen 


"66; 8 7 en e e Cadheje 


,itneſſcs, not only to guard my cha- 
* Talk man this region of: ſuſpicion an 


«of. truſting my bum mind With too 


A 1 - 4 with 


THROUGH AMEE IA. fo 


« with the ſolemn matter of a public na- 
e ture is involved. the fate of a gentle- 
man, high in his military ſtation, and 
to judge by 1 the apparent ſigns of good 
« wiſhes; on this ay, mw an _— 1 5 
Y eſteem. 1 101 11. 1 a | 
45 «Thus pe wd pe f. came ite 0 Court, 
* ſcorn. to take the lighter matters that 
* words of the charge, ſuch as perſonal 
inelvility to the officers, expreſſions and 
« actions of peeviſhneſs, haughtineſs and 
e diſguſt. I mean not to preſs, that they 
« exiſted, or if they did, I am deſirous that 
they ſhould paſs as faults of temper and 
« deficiencies | of manners, incident to 
man's nature, education, and habitual 
* courſe of life; and I ſhall confine my 
«comments, an its my duty t do, to the 
* teſtimonies of your minutes, and the cir- 
{46 cumſtances relating to them. 


I 2 | « Without a 
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Without departing from this princi- 
e ple, it will be neceſſary to take-a general 
view of the ſtate of things, previous to the 
|." date of the grievances: complained o. 
| | „Meg arrived at Cambridge, paſſengers 
| « through your country, under the ſanction 

| « of a truce—in whatever capacity we had 
BY 5 been found in a foreign, and as you intend, 
ik % an independent ſtate, - we were entitled 

| 

| 

| 


to à perſonal protection, by the general 
and moſt ſacred laws of cuſtom and 
_ & reaſon; hut when, to the promulgated 
„aw of civilization, are added, the un- 
| | e Written principles, —or written only 
| {7 © .ypon/the+ hearts of generous people,— 
honor, reſpect for the brave, the hoſpita- 
4 et ble wiſhes that uſually prefs to the re- 
tl « hef of the unfortunate,” the ſtranger, 
dS oat defenceleſs man in your power, 
+ how will our claims multiply upon the 
% mind ! Sanguine imaginations con- 
« ceived yet further motives for kindneſs ; 
10 there were among us men ſo vain as to 
4 „ „ pelieve 
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« believe, that notwithſtanding. the ſepa- 


« ration between us, the different duties 
« we now maintained, the prejudices of 
« political zeal, and the animoſity of civil 
« war—yet il the conflict over, it might 


Abe remembered we once were brothers, 


and the more eſpecially, as it was im- 


TY « poſlible, by the convention of Saratoga, 


< that the generality of us ſhould ever. op- 
5 hes America in arms an. agel: 


Wu „Wen were led into theſe delakee 3 
15 « by the very honorable treatment ſhewn 
* ys by General Gates, by that we. re- 
* ceived. from you, Mr. Preſident, —(who. 
* was a Brigadier General Glover) when. 
* you conducted us upon the march, and 
e by, that we afterwards found ow the 
K « worthy. member of the Court near you, 
„(a. Colonel Lee) Who had the i imme- 
* diate command i in this diſtrict upon our 
A arrival, and to whom, moſt happily 

Ru lor 
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; 2th - command is no- gd 
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40 Thi erk Peg er neben of 


9 any uncandid deſign, was the mode 
. effabliſhed for correcting errors and diſ. 
$6 turbances in the troops of convention 
men were taken up, impriſoned. and 


58 otherwiſe puniſhed | by the- American 


« troops, without any prior” referente' to I 


their own officers, I very well know with 
« how much flight ajid fevere deriftoi my 
« ſentiments have' been treated on this 


„ ſuhject, but 1 ſtill infiſt, that after tak- 


ing up men for faults; to have applied 


to the officers of the convention troops, 


in the firſt inſtance, for their puniſh- 


« ment, "would have been conſonant” to 
* every principle of decorum and good 


1 


= policy, not meaning t to deny, chat upon 


$6 any proof of partiality or connivance, 
1 or undue Tenity, It then became a pro- 


* MS. 


"v9 Heath, 
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„ Higathy co take the Ae 0 * * 
inte his on hands ,, lh -.. 
8 1 10 2184 5 HtOl fit 1.937 Wo} 2213 ** | 
« The. contrary Max 1775 m having, heen 
eltahliched, ler us examine, in peint of 
« time, buche the ka in the proceed- 
, * 1P88+- that burſt, of ingependeney, Kur | 
10  rility and impięty, tram Eolonal Henley 


21. 


« ta, the, Quarter-maſer Sexjeants at the 
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412 £ S 37 54 


ig cüfficultz. 1 eo] 53 . V be 
« mauthyto read the words, as they, were 


x * head upon. gath, by. hat, ec are 
Ae Sabel Se. make — 

eke, 294 1 15 me one , bf 
0 5 $845,189. cer nds, and 1 hear the 
* leaſt word or ub iſe. in your, barracks, TI 
bi 1 5 ſhot among ft you, and make flames of 
ell,1amp, aut of: ge, and turn 1 5 bar- 


5 7 ache nie Wo | 
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{ "th will remember, that when 
Mice was given, it rather ex- 
6 « cited 9 in ſome part of the au- 


W dlence, than any fericus' condemnation ; 


te this* "Why u it ſeems to make a very dif- 


65 ferent impreſſion.— the minds of all 
« around follon/ me while F cotitend; that 
« expreſſions fo Wild, Þ unfit, "fo" ubpre- 
« cedented, from the mouth of a a Gentle 

4. man, argue the moft horrid paſſions 
„ boiling in the breaſt——the very etithu. 


* PP? 


e faſm of tage: and malice.-----F defy” any 
* man to diveſt himſelf of that idea; i 
2. will attend the rind throu gh the whole 
1 courſe of the Proceedings. and Taft a 
* ſhockifig | | glare Over every {ublequent 
« tranſaction, of fore-thow ght intention, 
. and Ty reſolution,” ON N 


W — 4 
13 "Ye es WN Ta 


6 It is very material to afervs, that 


I this demonſtration of Colonel Henley's 
6 mind was on or about the 16th of 
"$6 December, and- it Was no longer than 


—— 


0 till 
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* till the igth, before he confirmed by 
60 * e "ſe * + he * 


4 \ 
A 


1 2 324 W. 3 


„The ſtabbing of a Neue is 
% proyed hy the evidence of Sorporal 
“Buchanan, Alexander Thomſon; and 
F Robert Nay 


4 5 <> A %& 


465 01 ball e a . | indiſcrimitaely from 
Ls + the teſtimony of theſe witneſſes, becauſe 
though one may recollect a few ſhort 
t paſſages or words more than another, 
* there is not à ſhadow of contradiction, 
i and I am confident, there never was an 
* inſtance where truth was laid before 
$a ei united: na more Per- 
75 eee eo a N 
6 It Has bags e " That on FEY morn- 
« ing: : of the 19th of - December, "Colonel 

Henley went to \the barracks, on Proſpect 
4 _ to: releaſe * Britiſb foldi ers, who 


were 
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1 Reeves, . fold bim be was confingd- far in- 
I ſalting a Provincial Officer. Reeves made 
4 axfever, be war forry for it; that! be was 
„ liquor; and would nor baus aBfed. fi, 


222. FO TERIOR TRAVELS: 


«* cr fir ;' thatibdving fargted] them, 
be read , their crimes; an coming to 


*+. had. be known him £0: baue been an bet 

Joe TPHIQ7N ? 
© here to ls to the 3 
* dourt, Whether a more decent, 


41 


A paß nd ſatisfatory excuſe; could I 


Have been canceived . whatodid it draw 


4 from: the Colonel Had is been nie 


t vu ſarued ſo, I aummd haue rum you Gbr 
" the:body; you raſaul. fr ontinue the com. 
pariſon! bet ween tlia language of tlie Co- 


Joneband the Coiporbl f Sinn i um Mo 
d raſcal, but a good ſoldier, and my afficers 


** know it; and I hope ſoon to be with General 
Hour, _ fight Jer: ary. Kang: and country.” 
What did this produce from the Colonel? 
Damm hour King and Chuntry, and an 


"tO order to "a guard to run him through 
We « the 
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«the body i- lot 4 hand wot yo m 


« enraged at the- virtue — — 

his fen leaps from his Horfe, ſeiaes à 

« firelock with a Hted hyondtl and frikes 

4 at the man's Heart. I call upenbelie 

«© Genflemiiy of à leafried- Pröfeffiol-fHear 

me; to inform the COuFtDονe he 
ſums up hte evidehee dt the tote bf ehe 

« trial, Whethe this act waulT nd ren 

HM © coriftitiite/ maliee propeniſe mata 1 
mean, that adriftting, for for the fake? of 

argument, that chere had beeft uch 


; CM 3 — given, as would have Juſti- 
3 Wa fied a mal having an offenſive Mapon 
F | «&t5% make e uſe of ;tinſtanrly; Which Would 
: «Have been only manflaughrter durftether 
n ene 1a anner 


the intermediate" act of difitiotindlis . 
IM bort nd taking 4 frelbek fo 1 the 


& « within murder, Had tlie man died.“ E 
Li Aller now, Gentlemen, what followed: 
66 the 


1 "_ 
4 him his life, perſevered,. I don't care, I 
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*© the brave, Corporal, in the inſtant ex 
that his words would coſt 


6. will Maud by mi King and my Country til 


I die I. The action would have charms 
ed a brave man; it Would have been a 


ſpell upon his arm, and kept the ſtroke 


ſuſpended beyond the power of witch- 
t eraft What effect had it upon the Co- 


< lonel ?; To provoke.a ſecond ſtab, which 


% was only diverted by-the intervention. of 


the man next him, who 3 hold of 
56. 006 a and threw 3 Dro 


— 


9 


— 8. W 


| * « Gentlemen, when I fax the perſevern 
« ance of, the Corporal ought rather to 


2 0 


« have pleaſed tan provoked, I. peak 
< not. vagyely Or I -omantically-:--I feel 


conſcious proof of the truth, and when 
I conſider the actions of 2 W 1 


« ton---when 1 meet in the field n Gates, 
« an Arnold, a General Glover, and fee 
< them bravely facing death, in ſupport 


cc of 


, 
# 
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4 of their principles---tliough 1: would 
« ſhed my laſt blood upon a different can- 
„ victiong IL .cannat: Withhold from the 
« enemy the! reipeck dus to the ſoldier, 
« and the: immediate conflict over, he 
robs me of and W and ſeizes my 
e 855 been off 
125 Beate in this different ade 
the examination upon this fact, many 
<« queſtions have been aſked by the pri- 
ſoner, by the Judge Advocate, and by 
the Court, reſpecting the appearance of 
the priſoner's temper. Was he not in 
A mild mood ?---Did he not ſeem good 
% humored ?-----Mild murder------Good 
e humored " murder-------are phraſes, ; 1 
fancy, will not convey any clear mean- 
ing, till men change their ideas of that 
crime]! We hear, it is true, ſometimes, 
« as a ſort of proverb, to mark the utmoſt 
« malignity and treachery of a man ſmil- 
„ing in your face while he cuts your 
% throat ; 
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el chroal; but; I believe; fuch finiles were 
ner produces exculctcbyioxtenud- 
HO ft gatitici:!Fheſe::queſtiona there- 
% fore, as I condeive, cn have no ten- 
edeney but! to inſimuate, hat, Colonel 
Henley paſſion was entirelyoraifet by 
<« the immediate provocation lie received. 
] am ready to join iſſue upon this argu- 
e ment, and if the gentlemen wilt reſt his 
< cauſe. upon it; I will relimquiſh the 
* proof eſtabliſhed: of Reeves s decency 
and conſiſtency, and give him latitude 
for all the provocation he can ſuppoſe, 
« ſhort of perſonal aſſault, and the ne- 
« cefſity- of ſelf- defence, which I am ſure 
will not be pretended---tranſpole,. if he 
<4 pleaſes; the time when Reeves is prov- a 
ed to have talked about Ring Hancock, 
«% and bring it back to the inſtant where 
«ct Was 5 attempted to be introduced as 2 
ſubſtantial matter of provocation. He 
hall add inſolence of geſture to abuſive 
« terms, and under all theſe fictitious 
tho %% oy circumſtances, 
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« circumſtances, I will take the judgment 
« of the Court, whether Colonel Henley, 
« with full powers to impriſon, and to 
« puniſh by regular, decent, legal proceed- 
„ing, has a ſhadow of ee for 


6 making Himſelf, in his o.] n perſon, 


« party, judge and executioner.” De- 
ferr! ring the concluſion till another oppor- 
wnity, and willing to embrace the very 


IS 


favorable one that occurs. I remain 
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En in New Beh 
5 | March 6th 1778. 


_ MY DEAR FRIEND, 


W. THO U _ any preface, I ſhall 
proceed to finiſh the General's 
addreſs, as if no delay had intervened, 


From the 19th of December, the hands 
« of Colonel Henley were imbrued in 
« blood, till the th of January; but it 
« evidently appears upon your proceed- 
„ ings, that the influence of his example, 
* and the encouragement of his precepts, 
* failed not to operate, As the firſt 

| | Le proof 


1 
— 
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« proof of it, 1 requeſt the attention of 
te the Court to the teſtimony of Colonel 
« Lind, concerning the poſition of the 
* centry, which was ſuch as muſt neceſſa- 
« rily affect every paſſenger upon the 
Ys public road, whenever he fired; and 
« at the ſame time with a readineſs to do 
| & miſchief, ſo marked, that he took wo- 
% men for his objects, and would not 
give them time to turn round, he had 
* orders ſo to do. Let the behaviour of the 
« next centry, to whom Colonel Lind 
| © applied, concerning the ungentleman- 
like behaviour of the officer, with his 
confirmation of the whole proceeding, 
© being ACCORDING TO ORDER, be com- 
«© bined and compared, and it muſt uni- 


I 


Is raced 
in * verſally ſtrike common ſenſe, that theſe 
t © vere ſeveral parts of one determined 


plan to diffuſe the ſeeds of diſcord and 
I fury, in order afterwards to countenance 
a general havock. 


Vol. II. J 
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| . 5 13 3 | 
But, it may be ſaid; the orders under 


„ which the continental troops aòted, 


© were not thoſe of Colonel Henley, but 
66 < of a ſuperior. Will that be pleaded? 
1 Was, the poſition of the centries to kill 
. or wound three or four paſſengers at a 


05 ſhot, the firing upon women, the refuſal 


6 of redreſs to Colonel Lind, with all the 
© indecent, manner and language attind- 
„ ing---will. theſe circumſtances be al- 
*« ledged to have procceded from ſuperior 
orders MI ſo, the excuſe, indeed, bes 
* comes more alarming. to us. It is not 


. © my: part, at this time, to drop a conlider- 


ation that would lead far on that ſub- 

6 ject, I ſhall only remark, how little. the 
** excule would benefit Colon nel Hens» 
3 * ley, who would {till remain a cruel agent 
« of—(L will uſe no impraper terms), I 
ce * will only; ſay „a cruel age! m too 0 Bagh 
& principles. 


4 * 6 
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Colonel 
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c Colonel Henley | has : aſked; : whether 
„complaints were made to him ef the 
< trüfſactions of the 224; I believe there 
were not- but I dare fay he will recol- a 
ect the reaſon— other grievances of the 
< moſt atrocious. nature, -abule-of officers, 

and affaults upon their lives,” were pre- 
< paring to be laid before General Heath : 

« they were mn number, and in time, to 

« have filled up 4 "much longer interval 

* than between the roth of December 

« and the $th of January, and not brought 

before this Court, becauſe T underſtood 
it to be the intention of General Heat 

„they! ſhould be ſeparately enquired into. 

8 Enough has appeared to ſhew how the 

« ſyſtem of perſecution was preſerved, and 

1. come now to the tranſadtion *. the | 

P 8th of January, e 


bs Upon A general view of that Vlack | 
; day, 1 am at a loſs where firſt to carry 
5 ' your obſervation—the field was exten 
e 1 1 5 ſive, 
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4 but evidently guided by one uniform de- 
0 « ſign ln one place, a party n the 
march are ſtabbing and knocking out 
the brains of innocent ſpectators at 
5 another, men, under pretenee of a pri- 


00 Henley, in perſon (the Britiſh: officers at 
te the ſame time being denied admittance, 
i as appears by the evidence of Lieutenant 
5 Bibby). IS running men ee the 


1 in point of time, was the attack firſt 


the butt end of the firelock. I wil 


CE — wb — 
oO = et ſ— — —— ſ — — — 
. 


h Cn ite —— . 4 
CE ˙— ou In On ee 


of the twenty-firſt! regiment, and Lieu- 
tenant Smith of the c A who de- 
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ſive, the ſcenes ſeparate and ſucceſſive, 


** ſoner's eſcape, | are glutting the ſame 
bloody purpoſes upon men not Pretend- 
« ed to be concerned—in a third, Colonel 


An with us ſword. 


by | 


80 The firſt of theſe complicated Roe 
5 „with the bayonet, and afterwards with 


« read the evidence, without a comment” 
(which was the evidence of Major Forſter 


poſed, 


* 2 * 55 - P +» 4 
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pole, that they were within thirty: yards, 


that they neither heard or ſaw; any provo- 
cation or inſult offered, but were count- 
ing the files of the guard; that when the 
rear came near the Britiſh, Guard room, 
they obſerved a ſcuffle, and the guard paſſed 


on; upon their going over, found Trud- 
get had been wounded, and the blood 


running down his face; * they ordered the 


men to diſperſe, which they did imme 


diately; that there was a free paſſage for 


the Continental troops, and not the leaſt 
diſpute upon that ſubzect. J have only 


* now. to remark, it is rather a prepoſ- 


ſeſſion in favor of the Continental 


troops, o ſuppoſe that ſuch malici- 
* ous treatment could proceed from a 
general ſentiment; no body of people 


© ace ſo barbarous, unleſs inſtigated, and 


* now is the time to call upon the learned 
Gentleman near me, for another duty 


* of his office, to expound to the Court 
* the principles of law, reſpecting acceſ- 


K 3 „ faries 


INTER 10K TRAVELS: 


+ Nies an acbompliees! and to ſay whe- 
"_—> a man, by order, advice, example, 
any other encouragement, influencing 
. another tb dd a miſchievous act, is not 
et purcichpt criminit, at ah hundred miles 
0 ee muck as 8 PER ws 
8 "oy Dol. 2 BIGON TENT ang 


4 


bs The asl g & Willen lows 1 in 
« courſe of the evidenee (he was wound- 
ed in the fide by a Provincial ſoldier, whilſt 
he Was parrying off the bayonet that 
 ariother was puſhing at him) “ and it 
0 ** appears, as little comment is neceſſary 
upon this; as upon the former action, 
| « further! than to remark, that'in this 
1 caſe, 'Colonel Henley is found to be ac- 
0 ceffary, not upon cirkumiſtantial, pre- 
«4+ ſump̃tive and argutnentative, but up- 
* on poſitive proof, for it is worn the 
a action was done in his fight; that he 
made nb attempt to prevent it, and 


Wy "Wy it de _ and even ad- 
1 ** mitted, 
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K. © mitted" that he was. at. too great adiſ- 


e tance, yet his giving no reprimand nor 
& check to : the folders, upon : ſreing this 


act committed, carries as direkt a con- 
viction of approbation and encgurage- 


„ment, as if De. had * 2. * 


55 GO 


: 1 The lat « 3 to GY the thirſt 0 of 


* « blood, is the ſtabbing Corporal Hadley, 


and following Winks with threats of the 


_ « fame fate.—It would be ſuperfluous to 
_ * expatiate . upon - the ſtrength of the 
proofs, the; concurrence of, witneſſes, 
that there was no provocation to this 

1 deliberation and wantonneſs of bar- 


* þavity. The intention is ſq clear, in 
„my opinion, againſt the probability. of 

doubt, that I ſhould nat touch a mo- 
© ment upon it, were it ngt that a very 


grave application was made t the 
Couft, by the moſt, reſpectable autho- 
f ay in it, to gonſider of the nature of 
K 4 WES. wounds, 
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* wounds, as matters of the — im- 
portance and queſtion upon queſtion 
. was put to the Surgeon, in every caſe, 
= to find whether they were dangerous or 

not. As it poſſible that any Gentleman 
* can mean to meaſure the degree of the 
« crime by the depth. of the wound; and 
«to argue that a man may thruſt a wea- 
pon into another's/breaft witk impunity, 
provided he does not touch a mortal 
part! If this doctrine holds good, you 
ought to eſtabliſh ſchools of anatomy 
for the education of young officers; the 
« ſcience of diſſection ſhould be added to 
the {kill of the fencing-maſter, to train 
* the pupils to that nicety of touch, that 
can feel to a hair's-breadth - between 
death and life; a ſort of fiddleſtiek dex- 
« terity, that can run diviſions upon veins 


« and arteries, -and ſtop ſhort in time and 
« rune to the thouſandth part of a ſeeond 

0 Really, Gentlemen, Jam not willingly 
10 ladicrous W this ſubject, but it 1s 
9 impoſſible 


ce impoſſible to treat ſuch an argument 
« oravely..--[ diſmiſs it to my learned 


„ man paſſes a ſword with violence at 
« 2 mere puncture, or goes to the hilt, the 
« intentional guilt is the ſame.-----1 have 


* ings, there was cauſe: of apprehenſion 


will hardly thank their friends for that 


ns by their cauſe, have been ſelf taught the 
aa ale of arms; that body, where every 
d. © man is ſuppoſed himſelf to be an hoſt— 
Ai ** ſhall, ſuch ſoldiers be apprehenſive! of 


* armed 
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e neighbour, with one more injunction to 
e ſhew the Court, in law, that where a 


te another's breaſt, whether the wound is 

<« only one matter further to obſerve, upon 

< the croſs-queſtioning of the witneſſes ; 
it has perhaps been wiſhed to infinuate, 


< that at the time of theſe violent proceed- 


© the armed troops might be ſurrounded 
and overcome; the troops themſelves 


« idea !—What, ſhall it be alledged that 
the militia of America, who, animated 


83 danger. from half their number of un- 


r 


VP — — 
— — —— — 
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armed, mercenary, miniſterial {laves, for 
* ſuch I know they think us No, Gen- 
« tlemen, I reject with you ſo injurious à 
« ſuppoſition; I give credit to the ſpirit 
and force of your militia ; do it feri- 
, oufly and upon experience, and it is 
t upon that credit I found this propoſi- 
* tion, that it being impoſſible the officers | 
„ and ſoldiers ſnould be induced to acts 
*cof violence, by any apprehenſion of 
ei reſiſtance, it follows, by the faireſt de- 
e duction, that either there was more pre- 
« valent malignity than ever appeared be- 
4 fore in the human heart, or that the 
« whole proceeded from direction, \ 
e pe 8 fb An 


0 Little: more, Fink: * be denn 
, ed, to apply the evidence to the ſeveral 
s diſtinct terms I have uſed in tlie charge. 

That the whole tenor of Colonel Hen- 
* les conduct was heinouſly criminal, as 
e an n wall Wy be diſputed, ina 


FER (count) 


er country where tlie principles of berty 


„have been ſo deeply ſtudied. An army 


40 is not to be borne in a free State, but 


« upon the principle of defence againſt an 


E outward enemy, or the protection of the 
ee laws. — The officer who makes himſelf 


« the Arbiter of the Law, is guilty of the 


4 * 


60 of the Court, to enter into definitions 


6 tunate perſon under tr ial, with ſo 8268 a 
« term as the world in general to 
35 the act of alfaulting a ; woman, © "A pie 
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© moſt ſhameful/perverſion of moral duty, 
and his impunity would ſearcely be 
6. thought a very comfortable preſage of 
the PODEN Kkveries'6f * ee ghD 15 


80 EDT have alſo ſaid, the Colonel 8 beha- 
« yiour was unbecoming a man. —I will 
« not trifle with the time or underſtanding | 


* upon this term, nor will 1 ock the 
© ears of Officers, nor even of the Unfor- 


b oy. 


« or unarmed manl, fo or they are aladin 
in! the fame predic cament. The fword 
"YES _ drawn 


— 
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drawn for ſuch a. purpoſe 1 1s no. longer 
<« the badge and diſtinction of a gentle- 
„man; it is degraded with the imple- 


« ments. of the aſſaſſin and hangman, and 


4 zem a ſtain that can never be waged 
«& A 8 f l 8 I SHEET: 


S + **7.- 


* 
z 


* Way 


5 ee he! D. ada to you, ” 1 


1 was in Court that day, at. the con- 


cluſion of this laſt ſentence, the Colonel 


Fob, changed, color, and appeared burſting 


with Thee; ; but to * 


5 Fo « Gentlemen,” ; fays. he General. 1 
6 « have, now. gone through the material 


« parts of the Proceedings; whether the 


40 offences are reſolved into vindiRtive 
< reſentment, or more deep deſi gn, or 

« both, it muſt ſtill appear wonderful 
c« that A general maſſacre did not enſue.— 


« By the patience and the diſcipline of 


7 the Br itiſn ſoldiers, thoſe horrors have 
F vom del but wen the eſcape 
bo | | | L . may 


12 
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« may. have been upon our part, it 18 
<«- tenfold; more material on yours. We 
« might, perbabs, for the ſtruggles of the 


« deſperate are herd —but, perhaps, we 


“might have been ſacrificed to the laſt 
40 man we ſhould thus have paid a ſol- 
« dier's debt, which we have often riſqued; 
e our fall would have been revenged, and 


our memories attended with pity and 


66 honor.----Buf for. America, the tranſ- 


« actions would have remained a foul and 


e indelible blot · in the firſt page of her 


New Hiſtory, nor would any ſeries of 


« difayowal and penitence, nor ages of 


e rectitude in government, purity in man- 
ners, inflexible faith, or the whole ca- 

talogue of public virtues, have redeem- 
ed her in the opinion of mankind.” _ 


Here the Ceurt was ſtruck with much 
awe, and ſeemed to be impreſſed with a 


reſolve t act impartially-----but to re- 
turn to the General's ſpeech — 


Now, 


— ” 


. «of the order under which you! ſit re- 
form the opinion of the Court of En- 
* quity, and ſay, — it is the bonby 


judgment in this- cauſe.” I cloſe with 
« that conſideration, as far as I can im- 


«© they are replete and pregnant with juſ- 
* tice) honor, and duty to your profeſ- 
„ ſion; and above all, with that glorious 
„ whig principle, the words of which are 


practice of which I ſhall ever revere in 
any country, a dur ſenſe of the general 


« 
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No, Gentlemen, confider the word; 


11 of. Colonel Henley, of the honor of 
America, by e 1 minds ought 
to be 5 —— when they proceed to 


+ impreſs it upon your breaſts- I truſt 


become almoſt a general motto in this 


country, and the genuine ſubſtantial 


* rights of mankind.” I truſt you have all 
« theſe qualities; and in that ' perſuaſion, 


* T'cannot: 3 What will ve the ifſue 
"Gil of the TO” * nin rt quiet - 45s ey «yi, 7 


4 Ll d, n 
J. 11 F 
: 77 , * | W d & aw 0 


-. 
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After the General.” hall finiſhed, tlie 
evidence for the priſoner was adduced, 
which went fully to ſubſtantiate the evi- 


. dence af the witneſſes for the proſecu- 
f tion, making only this addition, that 
t Reeves, &c. gave great provocation. 
6 After the evidence for the priſoner Was | 
. finiſhed, Colonel Henley read a paper, 
1 which he had ſigned, atteſted by the Judge ' 


ſt Advocate, and declined tay: ng BY en 
1 fur ther in his defence. fs 

0 | irq int df 5610 
us 1. 5 Pecs de ut and © Pntlemen Fa the, 
re Curt. | 15 9 | 

120 4 J hands bs realoris; and in my 
58 + 407 apprebenfions: very ſufficient, for 
ral declining ta fay a fingleword, in anſver 
all to the illiberal abuſe thrown upon me, 
5h, + and the palpable diſhonor done to my 
Ta country, by General Burgoyne, in this 
51 e Ogutt el is; Mr Preſident, a new 


D ] w — ˙Üʃ w- tb oe — — —— 


© thing under the Sun, and, taken in all 
| e 


ed with the command of the Guards.“ 
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« its circumſtances, totally without, ex- 


i 6 * ample. / iel ene 


1 1 — * 
f 5 


0 he Idan Advocate will ſum up the 


« evidence with ability and impartiality. 
duch is my conſciouſneſs of having done 


nothing through this whole affair, but 
*« what the honor and ſafety of my coun- 
try abſolutely required, that I ſhall reſt 
<« entirely ſatisfied with your deciſion, be- 
e ing at the ſame time fully perſuaded, 
« that the impartial public, at whoſe bar 


I ſtand, will] join with you in acquitting 


i me from all the! injurious and 1liberal 
* charges of General Burgoyne, and that 


„they will vindicate me for that huma- 


<« nity, characteriſtic of an American 
<« Officer, and with which the officers and 
« ſoldiers of General Burgoyne's army 
6 have been treated, while I was honor- 


7 


„ 5 D124 0 
. £ 
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* 


To. this poor defence, which the Co- 
lonel and the Judge Advocate were ſeve- 
ral days in framing, with a review of the 

evidence in defence of the priſoner, the 
General made an immediate reply, which 
1 muſt defer to my next, tl when, I 


remain 


Yours, &c. 
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T Cambridge, in New England, 
March I2th, 1778. 


* | i. 
2 e 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


o doubt, lon g before you receive 
this, you will be anxious for the 


General's reply to the invective defence of 
the Colonel.—I therefore take up my pen, 
and only wiſh this had not to croſs the 
Atlantic to eaſe your anxiety. - 


"M Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen of the 
Court. 
* On the day of your laſt adjournment 


& the Judge Advocate notified to me, that 
6 the 


1 
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-* the Court had agreed: I ſhould reply to 
-<:Colonel Henley's defence, but had di- 
rected: that the reply ſhonld be made 
e immediately after the Colonel cloſed: 
He added, that all intereſted are to at- 
* b come 1 Fil 
8 n 
on T ids not * n che manner in 
2 0 which the Court have treated me hither- 
to; that in any inſtance they meant me 
- * uncandidly. I therefore ſuppoſe; that 
when they made it a point I ſhould 
come prepared to anſwer, off hand, ar- ; 
guments which might have been a 
month in framing, they ſaw the evi- 
denee before them in ſo ſtrong a view, 
- © that; no argument, on my part, could 
be neteſſary - Did I want further con- 
fidence in this opinion, I could not fail 
of "deriving it in a moſt ample degree, 
from the conduct of the priſoner, who 
has been [juſt now conſtrained, by his 
ſituation, to ſubſtitute invective for ar- 
N „ gument, 


\ 
9 n | 
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„ gament, und to rectiminate, where it 
e was impoſſible to defend. Under tlie 
. function of the Court, and the eiroum - 
.« Finces of the time, this (candid Gentle- 
man Has vertured to make uſe of terms 
« to which my ears have not been -accuf- 
i tomed; but he is miſtaken if he thinks 
4 toidraw from me an intemperate reply; 
% i the contrary, as conductor of this 
, proſecutzon, I Have rather to thank him 
4 for is aſſiſtance. After having furniſh- 
ed me, during the whole courſe of what 
<6: is called his defence, with evidence to 
1 cortoborate the facts alledged againſt 
hn, he at laſt ſteps forth a volunteer 
„ witneſs (the moſt undeniable one ſure 
chat ever came before à Court) to prove 
« the heat of his own temper, which is f 
* itſelf a material part of his accuſation. 
This remark is the only return I ſhall 
at preſent addreſs to the priſoner, for 
the expreſſions he has uſed; but I can- 

not * the ſubjebt, without ſeriouſly 
e . nd appealing 
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, ee to the recolleftion- of che 
„Court, whether, from the outſet, l did 
« not, in the moſt poſitive terms diſavov- 


«all, perſonal reſentment, and. whether 
6 the ſtrongeſt language which the courſe 
« of my duty, as proſecutor, led me to 


« uſe, did not invariably ariſe from the | 


facts, and apply to the offence more 


« than to the offender. I make the ſame 


« appeal againſt the accuſation. of © hav- 
ing dane palpable diſbonor to the country 

* in this Court.” Is it to do palpable dif- 
honor to a country to appeal to the 


« juſtice of 1 it 2 It puzzles my intellects 
« to conceive the meaning of this laſt e 
4 preſſion; but indeed, Sir, I Want no 


other vindication than your ſilenee, to 


40 prove that I have not abuſed the lati- 
© tude I poſſeſſed in either caſe; for would 


you, Mr. Preſident, ar any member of 


9 the Court, have ſuffered a proſecutor to - 


« inſult an unhappy man, under trial, 
8 with illiberal abuſe? Still leſs would 


"#3 %% 
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« you have ſuffered the country tobe 
6 treated opprobiouſly. It is for Colonel 
Henley to reconcile with his reſpect to 
te the Court; charges, which if founded, 
* would be a n reflection _ thelp 


” * I * 
R 2 ky 
* we 


al | Aierſtand great dea Bas- af 


been raiſed of a very elaborate deferice | 
6g the! part of Colonel Henley, and ac- 


knowledge J myſelf little thought he 
row up his cauſe quite ſo con 
0 eſſedly, though I was always ſure, that 
6 neither ingenuity nor ſophiſtry, nor alf 
e the talents which the ableſt counſel 


66 could aſſiſt him with, would be x ſuffi· 


«cient to effect the great leading propoſi- 


tion upon which I ground myſelf, as 
upon an immoveable rock, viz. that the 


« proofs on the part of the proſecution 


do not only remain unimpeached, but 
are ene and enforced in the moſt 


Nen, 7d EN material 


— OOO ION — — — — = oem — 


« material parts, OE tree produc 
inch dene. 
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6 60 The ard part, of Fra -naa which the 
6 priſoner, brings. evidence to oppoſed 18 


HM 


6 of Og erben g Em Reeves, on the 


—— — — > awd 24 i: 


#9 «+ 


4 is Major: Senſes. an an officer of rank and 
< traſt in your army, warm in the pre- 
* ſent. unhappy. conteſt, FA and. naturally 
9 «© impreſſed with. inclinations to favor. bis 
5 5s countryman, his brother officer and 
friend. Vet, with all theſe circum- 

« ſtances. to bias (ſuch is the force f 
truth and honor upon that gentleman' 8 
mind) he proves to be the ſtrongeſt wit- 
e neſs of the whole trial, on * M6 of 


6 the proſecution, por Bid 26d 


| 0 INT EAI #RAVELS — = | 


_<« The beginnmg bf this Gentleinan-s 
s relation is a confirmation of all tlie lead- 
Ling circumſtances mentioned by the 
3 thier witneſſes. "The firſt "new: matter 
« of evidence is; that when he; the Major, 
60 told Reeves he was a raſcal, the e Corporal . 
* made A reply to bim (not to'Cblonel 
is Henley) he was no more 4 räſcal than i 
e he' Was, at which” ne raiſed his whip, 
und told him, if he did not Hol hi 
= inence, he would ſtrike Hm. 
One titbulttiſtance of this part öf- che 
* evidtilte- cahnot paſs obſerlticn/ ch | 
e that the poor Corporal Had two tg- 
I reſt to anſwer inftead ö one The 
Word, and the menaces attending” that 
1 d Riſeat, came to his ears on beth 
des. Another circutnſtance'is equally 
* obſerveible, and it ſtands upon your pro- 
I « cbecinlgs, "i a record of honor to Major 
_ © Sweaſey, that his warmth of temper Was 
% moved at the recital of Reeves*s offence, 


9 to give a ſharp rebuke, and to uſe an 
| * opprobrious 


. 
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K opprebrieus expreſſion, but the idea of 


© chaſtiſement went no further than a 
« ſtroke wiltp a Hiding-w Hip- Happy Had 
« it beet for the priſoner bad he eee 
ſo: hg ere atten S iis. 
rigid eile mold Bluow od bolba bis 

- FE: The Aldor U alarrattve india in rer 
4 ſock e Colonel Henley's diſmoumting, 


e 6atching the firelock and ſtabbing 


e Reeves; in "conformity to all the wit⸗ 


eu delles for che proſecution,” except that 


© the ifcumſtanckł of ordering one of the 
ufd to run the Corporal through is 
omitted, and his recollection being called 
« to that eireumſtande, by 4 queſtion in 
te the croſs -exatfiifidtion, he rephes,” Ne 
4d wot hear Hm (but with a candor 
And tenderneſs to his oath, Which! never 
departs from him) he adds, HeMient 
1 loans s 17 an er and T Rr lad ir. 
= he: Lone diesel e 
cis not . _ contradiction, hut 
cc it 


r 7 ng nf I Orb 
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. it is immediately after-augmented: ban 


; 6 entire new crcumſtance, 2 dat after 


ing ta Colonel Henley, he ſtepped back; 
and made a motion to ce k the fixele ck 


4 and added, he would blow his brains 
K on, 
1 Britiſh ſoldier; took hold of the fixelach 
and threw it up requeſt the:[Gourt 
_ «to take notice, that Major Swealeys An- 
called upon by any gleading quaſtien 
„ remembers that act which) ſaved: Regyes 


or words to that effect, when 2 


from a ſecond thruſt, accompanied ipęr- 


„ haps with fire. Can any doubt be Now 


«© entertained of Colonel Henley's teſolu- 


tion? I think I have proof they Were 
E eee e to Majo ee at | Wag Lhe 


15 — Fi es got of 17 — 
duct worthy his character, expreſſivg,of 
* his apprehenſions and his humanity), 


and begged Colonel Henley to ſend Rooves 


{i ip the Guardibouſe. The other, Poti 
| 4] 23 5 8 tioners 


4 


. 


21 08 An e , Bog 


« tiontrs ibined their interteſſion, and the 
bent at; n 5513 I 22 


3113 Ooowed e ictigo 2 10 ad h. | 


" —— this 


* being calked; in the groſs- examination: 
© whether He: tho 


Hr to; lence: the Co 


« th eee bbc toads a 2h ie 
rough. Jon rot DID DAS OMA aay-? 


- * the mprds, / to ſti him, acid 
0 fin 40 ber, noqy 301 bas 2908) *? 

i ſcornto-infipuate;} that a; itheſs 
of he Major '. deſcription. meant tq [keep 
* ſalvot upon his mind, and purp 


i argument, that Major Sweaſey, upbn 


vght:i:Colando Henley 
made a thruſt with an intent to iniuro 
rporal; anſwęrsito 
*filence hm for If he; had puſhed; his 
5 afm fomvardꝭ ehe would have run him 


noqu 108 ot hriudd evi blod Hiw *? 


And in ue. res he makss: uſa ob 


6 uſe any term of ambiguity.. I upon my 
1 honor believe, that when. the Major 
6 makes, uſe; of the words to ſilence oro to N 
0 fil, . to tertify him till he held 
621 | | «108 - 


— 

* 
' 
[ 
1 
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i" : & His tongue; but 1 beg leave to dbſerre 
MP that great difference might be mate in 
the Major's opinion, between the time 
the act was committed, and the time 
* his ſeritiments are aſked in Court. Tbe 
«'eonverſfation with Colonel Henley, dhe 
belief of his other friends, and the can- 
dor of his ow heart now perfuadel 
WP I © him; that the Calonel's intents were in- 
01 e nocent. His on interference and in- 
% © tercefſion markt his doubts; at leaſt at 
de time, and did they not, -the Court 
1 te * will hold themſelves bound t to act upon 


WY oo - — of » 
1 \ * 
(On —— CRT SE — _ — —— ́ 2 
— - ——— — — — — — — — 


4 . m 2 tapas of: . 
| l | . upon the opinion of 
i iy. © another, which 18 no evidence. They 
han ao collect, that this opinivn 
9 gts only to the firſt" ſtab, and is formel 
| apon its not being forcible. It does 
' not appear that the Major formed an) 
* opinion, nor indeed eould he, upol 
eee have been the ſecond 
F Ce ſtal 
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| <4ſtab of à inan riſirig) in a paſſion, had 


« it not been-:prajented-/by en * 
. Ne and hs read 

. 3 Ne | => 
ark 1. is not Beeltey to n FR 
'I « Court With a review of any other parts 
of this upright evidence, which is long. 
The anſwers to the croſs queſtions in 
general go to a full confirmation of the 
« narrative, with this one addition and 
© aggravation of Colonel Henley's con- 
« "Te that the Major thinks the lan- 

i guage of Reeves was addreſſed more to 


„himſelf 6 the Colonel, till wr 
„„ the tab. + ot: ; 
799 « Captain ava, of the Militia, is the 
next witneſs, and confirms the excuſe 
of Reeves, and every other circumſtance 
in the beginning of the affair, as ſtated 
by the former witneſſes, and by Major 


a Sweaſey, except the. ſmall difference that 
DEF Colonel Henley, not Major Sweaſey, 
5 2 = 


\ 


CY INTERIOR AVE 


1 firſt made uſe of: the word Rakealis mY 
Mi < mentions afterwarils another mew cir. | 
+. cumſtance, that the prior: witneſs; hal 
N « forgot, viz. * Reeves turning to Buchanan, 
and damning him, ſaying; why dit" yu 
2 4 up for jour King und > = 
Fe „ Buchahan deſired: him to be. Bil: Tit Rev 
:< replied; God damm them all, Til fland 15 
«for ny King and Country while I have life, 
/ had arms and ammunitim I ould 
. ©. ſoon be with General Home and be r. 
- © benged. He afterwards relates, in 2 
60 very circumſtantial manner, making the 
puſn at Reeves; Reeves ſteppedt; wag 
* one foot, but the bayonet pricked.him 
and the lifting. up the piece a ſecond } 
time, and Buchanan ſeieing it and t turn- 
58 aſides: 15 ih ao Hey 


2% * #4 
1 9 PF: Ph ®, 


Roto Upon 4 the croſs queſtioning, the wit- 
* neſs gives nearly the ſame anſwers 25 
Major Sweaſcy; upon the matter af opt 

nion of Colonel H enley s intention, and 
46 of 


** 1 1 „ La 
- „ * * =» +> 


ruxbvon AMERTCA; 150 


of not hearing Colonel Henley order 


«1 man of the dard to run Reeves 


z through, before he diſmounted, but 


« repeating tlie firſt; the manner in which 


this Gentleman expreſſes himſelf is re- 
„ markable: <7- believe you only. meant 
ep filence him, as you ſpoke mildly, till 


Reeves ſaid, God damm them all. That 


40 Captain Wild thought the Colonel was 
« in a paſſion afterwards, | is clear from 


is anſwer to the queſtion, *** avhether 


«jt os 4 rule in the Continental ſervice, 70 

00 filence © nen by tþ ' bayonet or ſword ; when 
he replied, it is not, but when a man's 
6 temper is raiſed, he i Ts apt to do things be 
« would not at of ber times. 


« cannot quit this evidence, without 


claſſing it with Major Sweaſey's, and 
« while it does honor to the witneſs, in 
145 point of truth and candour, it is to be 
155 remarked, that it is alſo exceedingly cir- 
« cumſtantial, new and leading circum- 


66 ſtances 


| LY  INTHRIOR TRAVELS 


£6 ſtances are remen | 
* except. the order. to the gugrd, and the 
Court will ſee by and. by. why, I its 


| 7 of ay: r i the ede yo 


E 1 of provocation in Corporal 
ff to Colonel Henley,“ 1f I am G 4 


« lame and recollection,” upon his crok 
_«« queſtioning, neither encouragement, 1 nor 


46 queſtion, could. draw an anſwer that 
if any man could underſtand;; and parti- 
1 cularly the Court will remember his 
« ſilence and his countenance, when preſſed 


n red; none- foigot, 


163 OR en a ebener b 


8 . I , T 48 © } 14 þ z 4 
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« ręcollect the appearance of the fit, = 
8 rnit, he told his ſtory, very 

contly, with that: remarkable new 
Reeves, who, he ſwears poſitively, ſaid 


you are 4 damned raſcal; but after hs 


% admonition, nor patience, nor leading 


to declare his ſentiments upon the obli- 
* gation of an PARA 1 Will! not be ſo un 
+ . 8 candid - 


, —— — 
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" candid as poſitively to pronounce upon; 
« 5yilt from appearance; but it is the great 
value of parole evidence, that a Court 
« may ſee the manner, and thence form a = 
judgment upon the credibility of a wit- 
a neſs, From what probable cauſe did the 
« confuſion of this man ariſe It was 
« not the awe of the Court; and it is fair 
| « to ſuppoſe it is a weakneſs of under- 
« ſtanding; conſequently he was a fit ſub- 
ſubject to be tutored, and if not wilfully 
e perjured, led into a belief of more than 
he actually law and beau. 


« Ee 18 followed by : a wing of the beſt 
« inſtructed young men that ever related 
« a ſtory in public---Elyah Horton, Silas 


ut Wl © Moſs, James Brazer, Wedſworth, Hor- 
U- Wt © ton, and John Beny, moſt of them lads 


* of ſixteen years of age. oO BY 


I need not recall to the Court the pre- 
* ciion. of the recital of theſe youths, nor 
Vor. II. M. «whe 
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<« the manner of their delivery.---It was 
<« the exact tone and repetition of a fable 


_ « at ſchool, and ſo well was the leſſon got 


ee by. heart, that there was not a ſingle 
« difference in the arrangement, and ſcarce 
«> ſyllable miſplaced.” But it is not only 

* in the ſimilitude of memory theſe youths . 
Fare extraordinary, they are equally re- 


2 inan 6 in the preciſion of their for- 


« getfulneſs, with a recollection ſo acute, | 


2 as to repeat verbatim a long ſtory of i 


* Corporal Reeves, and the marked ex- 


e preſſion of * damned raſcal” to Colonel 
Henley; not one ſyllable was heard by 
any Britiſh witneſs, nor by thoſe atten- 


« tive, circumſtantial, reſpectable witneſſes 
© Major Sweaſey and Captain Wild; not 


one of the whole five can remember à 


« ord- or circumſtance reſpecting the 


Colonel's damning Reeves's. king ani 
20 country, attempting a ſecond paſs, and 
being prevented by Buchanan ſeizing 
*©the auch; to all of which all the 


— = HE : | OS. op ” other 


R * 
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* other Witneſſev have poſitively ſworn,--- 


« Upon the whole, I contend, that no 
« contradiction of witneſſes could invali- 


date their teſtimony more than ſuch an 
« exact conformity in circumſtances, ſen- 


« tences and words, when it was for the 


2 purpoſe of five perſons” to recollect the 
e fame ſtory, and an equal conformity i in 


« the want of recollection in circum- 


ſtances, that muſt indiſpenſibly have 


« been as manifeſt to their obſervation, as 
cr to that of any other witneſs. 


I owe an apology to the Court for 


In having dwelt upon the invalidation of 


** theſe witneſſes longer than was neceſ- 
* ſary; for the weakneſs of their inſtruc- 
© tor, whoever he has been, has counter- 
* acted his wickedneſs, and it would do 
no harm to this proſecution, to give a 
full ſcope to their teſtimony, becauſe 


"$6 there 1 18 no maxim in law more clearly 
. © laid down , and more generally under- 


Mz c ſtood, 


—— —— — —— — — — „ 
4 = 
7 « a. hy 


« geſtures only is a ſufficient provocation, f 


_ «'neſſes in defence have gone, is the ſtab- 
and there kewife their teſtimony has 
« particular, expreſsly ſays, he thought the | 


| « ſoldiers. deferved ftabbing, as they would 


place, that, laughing and ſnecring as if 


Co vocation. of a reſcue; the eſcape of 
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“ ſtood, than that 10 affront ii or 
0A to excuſe. or extenuate ſuch acts of vio- 


« Jence as manife Hy W the I. Kd g 


atlas. mr a 

ba The next chan ah W Bo Ihe wit⸗ 
bing of Trudgett on the 8th of January; 
«+. ſerved; to aggravate, inſtead. of contra- 


« dicting the charge. Serjeant Kettle, in 


e not get out of the way; and in anotlier 


were (which. he acknowledges was the | 
only. provocation) was Lafficient to lu | 
. "IP AS: 8 I 7 | 8 8 | 

* Eihall abr the Court no tr ale upon | 


bp; ith evidence brought to prove the Pro- 


== Buchanan 
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« Buchanan was not heard without i. 
« ſmile in Court, nor can it be {ſeriouſly 
commented on, except in the anſwer 
of Eſell Pierce, a lad of ſixteen, to 
the Judge Advocate, who aſked him = 

whether he thought he run the Britiſh 
« ſoldier into the body; =I believe I did 
« (ſays he triumphantly) I puſhed as hard 
& 46 I could, and with a good will—he cried 
| © out God damn you.” This is but one of 
* ſeveral inſtances that might be ſelected 
from theſe proceedings, to ſhew the de- 
« oree of rancor to which the minds of 
« the American ſoldiers were excited. 
+ Children that had ſcarcely loſt the taſte 
„of their mother's milk, acquired a thirft 


f i 
5 * for blood among thoſe from whom 
* they took the example; the Colonel 


thinks a man deſerves death if he looks 
* ſulky ;. the Serjeant thinks the ſame if 
„he ſmiles. Good God! What is the 
* value of a Britiſh lite, at buen a time, 
in ſuch hands. 


WS 


3 <1 expreſſed my deſire that the Judge. 
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In a erben part of theſe proceedings, 


« Advocate would explain to the Court 
the eſtabliſhed principles of law, reſpect 
ing abſent perſons. being acceſſaries to i 
e offences which they have in any man- 
« ner influenced, and almoſt every ſen- 
e tence that has fallen from the laſt wit. 

, neſs upon the affair of Trudgett, is a 
new call to preſs the conſideration of 

e thoſe principles. IJ am perſuaded the 
< learned gentleman will not contradict 
me, in the few more leading propoſi- 
5 tions I ſhall add to thoſe I mentioned on 
« a former occaſion, Firſt, * Any man 
* advijing, influenci ng, or nn Ng ano- 
' « ther, be it by words, reward or example, 
0 do miſcbief, is an uccefſary at & diſtance. 
« Secondly, Though miſchief is committed 
«6 by different means than thoſe propoſed be- 
se taveen inſtigator and perpetrator fer in- 
„ fance -A, perſuades B. to poiſon: C. le 
+ hills bim by any other means; A. is. apef- 
| « =o f 
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« ory. Thi rdly, When the principal goes 


6 beyond the. term of ſolicitation, if in the 
« event the miſchief committed was a proba- 
cc ble conſequence of what was ordered or ad- 
(e wiſed, the perſon giving ſuch orders or ad- 


vice will te wn 


= ans | the above | Si Colonel 


Henley directs his men only to knock 
down any Britiſh ſoldier, who they think 

looks ſulky at them (you have ſeen that 
© he often thought a much greater puniſh- 


e ment was due for ſuch a crime as a ſulky 
« look) but we will ſuppoſe, he only or- 
* ders them to knock a man down, or to 

« prick him or „ill him, and a ſoldier fires 
down a common road, ſticks his bayonet 


into one, and ſtrikes at the brains of 8 


another with the butt of his firelock, 
« Colonel Henley is a party to the miſ- 
chief, whatever it may be, and upon a 
“ continuation' of the principle laid down 


M before, * The advice, orders or influence, 


M4. ' 


_— ͥ 22 „ 
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falling out heyand, bis original intention, 
are in the ordinary courſe of things the pro- 
E hable conſequence of what B. dies under the 


are Hagitious on the part of A---the events. 


* znfluence, and at the inſtigation of A. and 
ec therefore, in the juſtice of 1 the _ he 1s 
"NIH Jo” them. 


« 80 much, Sr | for the enormities com- 


* mitted under the orders, influence, en- 


** couragement and example of Colonel 
Henley, when he was not preſent; as 


<« for the reſt, it is needleſs for me to fol- 
© low the witneſſes brought by the Colonel 


0 through: all the parts, wherein they ſe⸗ 


verally and diſtinctly confirm the former 
evidence, upon the charges reſpecting 


< the attempt upon Wilſon in the Colo- 
« nel's ſight, and of the ſtabbing Hadley 
e with his own hands.—I ſhall only re- 

mark one very ſtriking circumſtance, a 
© little previous to the latter fact, which 


came out upon the ſecond examination 


66 of 
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« of that very honorable and ſenſible gen- 
« tleman, Major Sweaſey. After Bu- 
„ chanan had run away, Colonel Henley 
(having firſt ordered ſome men to load, 
«and put himſelf at the head of the whole 
« detachment) aſked Maj 


or Sweaſey what 
method he thought they ſhould take to 
recover Buchanan: the Major ſaid he 

« beſt way would be to acquaint the Britiſh 
*© Commanding Officer on the Hill, and he 
made no doubt but he would give bim up im- 
" © mediately.” The Major went with a 
« meſſage from Colonel Henley to Major 
« Foſter, the Britiſh officer then com- 
66 manding, w who ordered the man to be 
« ſought for and confined.-----E ſtate this 
« circumſtance to ſhew, not only what 
te was the proper and ready method of 
« avoiding differences and ill blood in 
« fact, but alſo to ſhew that this method 
« was proper in the judgment of your 
6 own temperate officers.-----The Major 
. prceeds to ſay, that Colonel Henley ap- 

0 peared 5 
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<< peared perfectly ſatisfied with the an- 


4 ſwer he brought from Major Foſter, but 
it is well worthy remark, that the vio- 
* lent act of ſtabbing Hadley, was com- 
« mitted in the interim of Major e $ 
leaving Colonel Henley and his return. 


— 


The whole ſtreſs of the evidence upon 
the defence I have not remarked upon, 


goes to one ſingle point, viz. to prove | 
& provocation. I have admitted that | 


 centry was knocked down, as I readily 


ce admit every {lighter provocation. alledg- 


«eq and ſhall not give a moment's trou- 4 
dle to the Court, in addition to what! 
cc argued and quoted mn a former part of F | 


the proceedings upon this ſubject, from 


undeniable authority of law -I aſſume 


* it to be undeniable, N becauſe 1. under- = 
« ſtand, gentlemen, that the criminal and 
common law of England, as well as great 


© part of the Statute'Law, are, notwith- | 
« <* ſtanding your preſent, ſeparation, in 


40 « force | 


* tranſcripts from ours. 
« The maxims FO to which I hare 
and other e 


“I have only, Sir, to revert to the lead- 
ener, even by the priſoner's witneſſes. 


ſcorn the idea of feeling joy from che 
e moſt rigorous ſentence; and the moſt 
« perfect acquittal would not harm me 


troops. Inflexible and impartial juſtice, 


THROUGH AMERICA, 171 


« force and practice in your Government, 
« and that your articles of war are almoſt 


ce alluded will hold equally good! in martial 


ing propoſition, and affirm that the 
charges are proved in the fulleſt man- 


< It is not for me to ſuggeſt an opinion 
Kupon the nature of puniſnment. 1 


further, than that ſuch an example 
might continue the inſecurity of the 


© and rigid diſcipline, are the vital prin- 
e ciples upon which a Republic riſes to 
2 eee and eſtabliſhes itſelf in reſpect 


cc and 


— a — — — . 
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due reflection, find theſe principles re- 
„ concileable with lenity in the preſent 
A cafe, and the great tribunal of the world 


= ſituation, though difagreeable, does not 
look round me with a ſmile. Implaca- 
ble hatred is a ſcarce weed in every ſoil, | 


40 the fairer and more abundant growth of 
< cultivated humanity. To the multitude 


and fame Should the Court, upon 


ebe of a contrary judgment, this cauſe 
« cannot be ſaid to have miſcarried. 


IN As t to the diſpleaſure which this Pro- 
« ſecution may bring upon me, .I fear, in 
the preſent temper of this part of the 
« country, it is not to be avoided, I 
e ſtand in this circle, at beſt an unpopular, 
« with the ſanguine enemies of Britain, 
perhaps an obnoxious character. This 


make me miſerable. I wrap myſelf in 
the ! integrity of my intentions, and can 


e and ſoon is overcome and loſt, under 


6 * who only l me with the tranſient 
25 ' ang 


1 
4 
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« anger that political opinions and the oc- 
« currences of the time occaſion, I retain 


not a thought of reſentment, becauſe I 
« know the diſpoſition, and hour will 
« come, hen ſeadineſi of principle, that 


« favorite characteriſtic in America, will 
recommend me amongſt my worſt ene- 


„mies: As Chriſtians: I truſt they will 
9 forgive me; in ſpite of prejudice I know 
4 they will pelt me. | 


But from the ibs reſentful. ſenti- 


ments of this audience, ſhould I carry 
« my appr ehenfion fur ther, and ſuppoſe 
| «it poſſible that miſapprehenſion or miſ- 

e repreſentation. of my conduct, ſhould 
operate upon the ſupreme rulers of this 


country to treat me with ſeverity, I hope 


« I ſhould Kill find myſelf prepared. Let 


* ſuſpenſion. be added to fuſpenſion, and 


health and fortune, and fame, and life, 
become ſucceſſive forfeits in this lingering 
„ war-—I ſhall lay at laſt down my devoted 


«© head 
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« head with this conſolitary reflection 
s that I have done what I ought=--that 1 
2 have performed to the beſt of my power 
© my duty to my country, to the Britiſh iſ 
« troops under my charge, and to my- 
tc ſelf . and above all, it will be conſola- 
< tion to reſtect, that however miſinter- 
& preted or abuſed; I have acted in all 
e inſtances, and ſpecifically; in this trial, 
e without a ſpark of private malice to- 
< wards any individual ſoever. With this 


«declaration. 1 opened, with the ſame 1 I 


* conclude, and have only to aſſure the 
66 Court of my acknowledgements ' for the 

« patience, the attention, and the civility 
. which Ivy ve heard 1 me.” | 


Common juſtice- the laws of Nature 

and of arms, were never more forcibly 
depicted, that in this flight of ingenuity 
and of eloquence, in which nothing ap- 
peared more conſpicuous th an truth, nor 
blazed higher than hum anity—determ ined 
A | | 5 | | PI ejudice 


. 
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Pazuchee and enthukiatic rage alone could 
withſtand it—you might read conviction 
itſelf in every face, aſhamed to be convic- 
ted—and ſee, what will perhaps never be 
ſen again, the bluſh of conſciouſneſs on 
the cheek of an American——for black a8 
their hearts are, their countenance ſeldom 
betrays them. -Theſe are my ſentiments, 
abſtracted from party or intereſt, God ſend 
1 may have reaſon to change them. 


Yours, &c. 


L E r- 


Ba — 


— f — * * 
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eke, in New England, 
| March 20, 1778. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| B Y this time you are become highly | 


intereſted for the iſſue of this trial, 5 
and therefore I fit down to give you the 
Judge Advocate's reply, and the ſentence 
of the Court. After the General had 
finiſhed his ſpeech, Mr. Tudor, the Judge 
Advocate, a little vain conceited fellow, 


in a pert flippant manner, addreſſed the 


) Court as follovrs: 


N Mr. 
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M. Profident, and Gentlemen Ul _— 
c tt. | 
t has at laſt become my 4050 to ſum 
< yp theſe proceedings, which by accidents 
«gd other unavoidable cauſes, have been 
6 drawn on to this period; they have ex- 
« cited much talk and public diſquiſition, 
« but have acquired greater force from the 
« qbilities of the proſecutor, than from 
2 their real merits. 


66 Pains have been - ke; and every al- 
1 „ luring art has been uſed to perſuade the 


„Court to conſider what may be the po- 


e pular opinion in other countries; but, 
** gentlemen, though it was neceſſary for 
* the public honor, that Colonel Henley 
« ſhould be removed from his command, 
that firſt a Court of Enquiry, and then 
"Y Court-martial ſhould be held, you will 

| © now regard the merits as they affect the 
SJ « Officer under trial, and the ſervice of the 

. dtates alone. --The Court fits upon 


* * truth 


. A Md i tn ie ni nn OOO ECT —_— _ 
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truth and honor, the ſtrongeſt ties upon 
' « ſoldiers; you will decide upon thoſe 
e motives, and upon juſtice, and your pro- 
« ceedings will ever remain a teſtimony 


e againſt'any men who would dare to ac- 


, 6 cube you of IRE © 


It is now my W to ſtate the facts 
eas they riſe from the evidence, ſtripped 
of all that meretricious colouring which 
% uncommon ingenuity and refined elo- 


«© quence have thrown upon it. It is not 


my intention to catch the crowd by [7 
well turned periods; I am ſenſible of 
« my deficiency. am an American, | 
« warmly attached to my country, known | 
«tg be a friend to the priſoner—yet, not- 
<« withſtanding thoſe reaſons may with the 
66 * jealous ſubject me to cenſure, I ſhall 
„ endeavour to preſerve as impartial a line 
„% as poſſible----I am determined in this 
e cauſe to be of no party: 


„ Tnfinuations 


\ 
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i Inſinuations, of a general maſſacre 
« have been dreſſed out in all the pomp 
« which attic language could give, and 
66 wanted only truth to have made it felt 
_ « ag far as the public were concerned. It 
« is unneceſſary to ſay more upon that 
d ſubject; -I have. endeavoured to reduce 
e the other charges into method, and 
& propoſe to ſeparate them into five facts, wy 
6 in all of which Colonel Henley 1s con- 
« ſidered as a principal or an acceſſary. 


The firſt is as a a principal, with re- 
i ſpect to ſtabbing, wounding, or prick- 
* wat. (for it has been called by each of 
« theſe terms) Corporal Reeves, of the 
© ninth regiment. 


„The next is to prove a Provincial 
*© Serjeant having ſtabbed Thomas Trud- 
© gett, of the twenty-fourth regiment ; ; 


„Colonel Henley in this appears only an 
| « acceſſary. 


N2 „„ The 


„ jn which likewiſe he is conſidered AS an 


<< foſtered and encouraged e of 
60 this Moody nature. 


« read, and I ſhall firſt read that of the 


180 INTERIOR TRAVELS | 
| * 


“The third 1s the Gabbing of Wilfon 


oh acceſſary. 


10 The fourth fact alludes to the ſtab- W 
bing Corporal Hadley, in which Colonel 
„Henley is a principal. 


*The laſt contains a general principle, 
not only of all the American officers 
being bloodily inclined towards the Bri- 
„ txſh troops, but that Colonel Henley 


U 


<« The Wende 8 muſt be 


e proſecution, and then that in ſupport 
« of the defence, fact by fact. 


The firſt fact is with reſpect to Colo- 
« mel Henley's ſtabbing Reeves (here be 


* read the evidence on both fades. It 
0 % may 


cc ene, 


80 It appears from the evidence of Major | 
= Sweaſey, that Colonel Henley went to | 


« going to gratify benevolent feelings. 


* 


paraded, and the Colonel W them 
*« mildly. 


„The Court fits to judge of the credi- 


cuſed of perjury, yet nen ** 
66 . d againſt them, 


The Court wil be pleaſed to poool- 
66 leet, that Buchanan was afterwards the 


bf * the Court wall give what regard they 


THROUGH AMERICA. 181 


4 may be neceſſary to mention a few cir- ; 


« the barracks with the temper of a man _ 
© The priſoners were ordered out and 
« bility of the witneffes; there may be 


characters of ſo ſuſpicious a nature that 
„though they cannot be abſolutely ac- 


* means of getting Hadley ſtabbed, and 


N * + chuſe 


* 
— — 
- 
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< chuſe to the credibility of his teſtimony: * 
<« Upon the whole, it appears, that Reeves 
ce behaved with great inſolence. It may 
<< be collected, that his looks and manners 
were more provoking than his words, 
&< which may frequently be the caſe, yet 


with all this provocation, there is no 


< reaſon to ſuppoſe the Colonel even in- 


< tended more than to. frighten him to 


© ſilence; the very act ſhews it, the 


te bayonet was placed againſt his breaſt, 
not thruſt with violence; this appears 
from the teſtimony of many witneſſes, 
and the arguments to invalidate ſome 
of them are very uncommon, viz. that 
© they have exactly agreed. I beg the 


Court to recollect with what an air of 


4 ſincerity, as well as acuteneſs, one of 


« the youths, in particular, gave his evi- 


* dence: His ingenious manner muſt have 


« mage an mpreſhon. : 


+46 The? 
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« The General has called upon me to 


« explain, whether Colonel Henley's diſ- 


« mounting and taking a firelock was not 


+ malice propenſe in law? 1 think not, for 


the act that followed it ſeemed not the 


effect of any malicious intention. 8 


"; The next t fat _ the 8 Trud- 


e gett. y Here he read the evidence on both 


FI r 40 NOHliq: 


& A great deal of ftreſs has kar laid 


« upon the doctrine of accomplice, and 


the General has argued with a know- 
« ledge and ingenuity that would do credit 


© to the ableſt of my profeſſion ; but the 
e doctrine does not apply, becauſe there 
* is no proof nor reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


the Colonel had given ſuch orders, or 
« uſed ſuch influence as to excite men to 


„acts of violence. His written orders 
** indeed prove the direct contrary; and 


& if a {uperior 1 In command IS reſponſible | 


N 4 for 
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75 « for eyery action committed by his 3 in. 
6 feriors „as well might we make the Ge, 
% neral, à party in the murder of Mik 
1 Macrea (the cataſtrophe of this young 


Lady J mentioned in a letter to you 
during the campaign) < becauſe, the In- 


ce dians who committed that murder, were 


under the General's orders; an act of 
„which J believe he ſtands acquitted in 
_ « the opinion of every perſon.” 


1 think you will coincide in opinion, 


that the Judge Adyocate plainly evinced 


his profeſtion, as. I think the compariſon 
can in no degree hold good: one was in 
time of hoſtilities, where two parties are 


oppoſing each other; the other at a time 
when a ſet of men, unarmed, priſoners, | 
are in a peaceable country, and amenable 


to the laws of the State, for any crime they 
committed, therefore could only be en 


as an ae e the Senerel. 


" 4 "The 
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© The next. fact, which is that, of ſtab- 
« bing Wilſon, you. will find depends 
much upon the reſcue of Buchanan. 
% The Court will judge whether this was 
* E reſcue or not; if it was one, I will 
maintain that Colonel Henley, excluſive 
« of his military command, conſidexed 
“ only as a private magiſtrate, in peace- 
able times, was juſtified by law) and 
*« cuſtom in putting to death any perſon 
* who attempted to force a priſoner out 
« of cuſtody ; and this- leads to the con- 
fſideration of the principal, and 1 muſt 


= < confeſs the moſt unaccountable- tranſ- 


© action, the ſtabbing of Hadley. off Evi- 
dence on both wed des read. wha 


« It AY 1 edged thee Co- 


> WH © lon Henley acted in this affair with a 


degree of warmth which his beſt friends 
* canngt- defend, and it muſt reſt with 


„the Court to combine the varlous cir- 


cumſtances of his ſituation, and to con- 


3 ſider 
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« ſider the nature and extent of the pro- 
« yocations he received. If they can ſup- 
e poſe a man capable of deliberately and = 


« wantonly running an innocent man 
" through the body, they will be bound 


by their oaths and their honor to inffict 


a proper puniſhment; on the other hand, 


< jf they think ſuch repeated provocation, 


« ſach/inſolence and inſult, as were offered 


e daily and hourly' to the troops under his 


«command, and particularly before his 


eyes, in the reſcue of Buchanan, they will 


make due allowances for a high ſpirited 
« officer, animated in his duty and by re- 


« ſentment for affronts offered to his 
country. As for the - ſuppoſition that 


Colonel Henley foſtered and encouraged 


e principles of a bloody nature by his ge- 


* 


« neral conduct, it needs no other con- 


« futation than the want of any proof on 
© the other fide, and his general character. 


“ My friend is known to be of a warm 
—  teinper; it muſt be allowed, warmth has 
05 * carried 


. 
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« carried him too far; but a more ge- 
« nerous; honorable or humane man, does 
te not live in the American, or any other 


army. The behaviour of the Britiſn 
4 troops in general, who, notwithſtanding 
et their ſituation treated ours upon every 
« occaſion with pride, contempt and out- 


x: rage, 18 notorious, and the inſtances 
H were many which called upon an officer 


« for inſtant and exemplary chaſtiſement. 
« How little it was to be obtained by ap- 
t plication to the Britiſh officers, appears 
« by. what paſſed with Colonel Lind, and 


« * _ n of ns een 


Jai you ; might be led to imagine : that 


the Britiſh officers were- culpable, J ſhall 


quote part of Colonel Lind's evidence, to 
point out wherein the Judge Advocate had 


miſapplied the evidence. After proving 
the centry fired upon a woman, and with 


great difficulty got acceſs to the American 
officer that commanded, ſays Colonel 
; Lind, 5 


14 
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Lind, I related to him what had paſſed 


between the woman and the centry, beg- 
ging he would order him to be confined, 
that the affair might be enquired into, be 
told me be could not (theſe are the words 


the Judge Advocate has applied vice vera 


and that the centries Had particular orders 


to fire upon all women, as well as ſoldiers, 
who attempted to paſs them. I chen ob- 
ſerved that it was a very extraordinary or- 


der, that I was ſure General Heath could 
never intend that women ſhould be fired 


you to judge how it can have the leaſt affi- 


ſmuated, that no redreſs was to be had 


from the Britiſh officers : "To to the « CON 


cluſion of his ſpeech. 


« I wil 


. EE EW BEES 3 SN EO IT OLI A I I OE ET RCIEINY 5 


upon, and that it muſt have been a miſ—- 
take; he replied, that it was not his par- 
ticular affair, that the centry had his or- 
ders, and I might ſeek redreſs elſewhere; 
ve then parted. This is the whole evi- 
| dence of Colonel Lind, therefore I leave 
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e it may perhaps appear that I have plead- 
« ed for Colonel Henley more than I pro- 
60 poſed when I began: He 18, I confeſs, 


NOR OS 5 = 3 — 


« goodneſs of his heart, for his ſpirit as 
an officer, and the attachment to the 
« cauſe of his country; and if I have 
erred in making myſelf more his coun- 


WWW 


„ r 
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+ have done ſo, becauſe I thought a cauſe 
1 * ſupported on one fide by ſo able an ad- 
- Wh © vocate as General Burgoyne, required 


other.“ 


1 Throughout the whale of the Judge 
10 Advocate's ſumming up the evidence, he 
f. has not taken the leaſt notice of the Co- 


vitnefles produced 1 in ſupport of the pro- 


J will trouble the Court no lon ger — 


my friend; the man I eſteem for the 


« ſel than counſel for the proſecution, 1 


every poſſible fair aſſiſtance on the 


lonel's ſpeech to Serjeant Fleming, which, 
in my opinion, points out his character 
very ſtrongly; nor has he confuted the 


ſecution, 
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to take his word for it, as he is his my 


protracted till the roth of February, you 


as no doubt it does yours, for the ſentence 


27th of February, thus you have it ver- 
batim from our general orders. 
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e manding Officer of the poſt at Cam- 
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ſecution, but wiſhes to impreſs the Court 
that Colonel Henley is a good man, and 


cular friend. 


This ale hach commenced the 20th 
of January, and by adjournments, was 


muſt naturally imagine, raiſed our anxiety, 


of the Court, when it was given to General 
Heath—but it was not given out till the 


Head Quarters, Boſton, Feb. 27, 1700 
ExTRACT FROM GENERAL ORD ERS. 
Colonel David Henley, late Com- 
ce bridge, tried at the Special Zeneral 
„Court Martial, whereof Brigadier Ge- 


« neral Glover was Preſident, accuſed by 
Lieutenant 


„immediately. 
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« Lieutenant General Burgoyne, of a ge- 


« neral tenor of language and conduct 
6 heinouſly criminal as an officer, and 


s unbecoming as a man, of the moſt 


« indecent, violent, vindictive ſeverity 
« againſt unarmed men, and of an inten- 
tional murder. | 


The Court, after mature conſidera- 
« tion, are of opinion, that the charge 
« againſt Colonel Henley is not ſupport- 


*ed, and that he be * from his 
Larreſt. 


The General approves the opinion of 


* the Court, thanks them for their, un- 
“ wearied endeavors to inveſtigate the 
« truth, and orders Colonel Henley to 
i reafſume his command at Cambridge i 


* 


The General thinks it to be his duty, 
&* on this occaſion, to obſerve, that al- 
'$6 though 
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though the conduct of Liana i Ge- 4 
e neral Burgoyne (as proſecutor againſt 


Colonel Henley) in the courſe of the 
« foregoing trial, in his ſeveral ſpeeches 
« and pleas may be Warratited by ſome 


* « like precedents 1 in Britiſh Court-martials, 
« yet as it is altogether novel in the pro- 


e ceedings of any general Court- martial 
in the army of the United States of 
America, whoſe rules and articles of 
ar direct, that the Judge Advocate 


<« the United States, and as different prac- 


de tice tends to render Courts-martial both 


« tedious and expenſive, he does proteſt | 
« againſt this inſtance being drawn into 


* precedent in future. 


Signet J Keim D. A. G. 


In conſequence of this te eu 
nel Henley reaſſumed his command the 
next day, but merely for form ſake, as the 
next week Colonel Lee took the command, 

which 


/ 
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Affairs are much better regulated, every 
a good underſtanding has taken place 


Colonel Lee has remedied one great - evil, 
in which I cannot help thinking Colonel 


and not permitting them to ſend to Cam- 


and ſo many men, to go out and purchaſe 
proviſions, by which means the ſtores 
cannot impoſe on the troops, and they 
now ſell their commodities at the market 
price-® Having ſo long dwelt upon public 


hear ſomething relative to 5 own. 


The reſolution of 8 in prevent · 


which he had when we firſt arrived 
thing is now in perfect tranquillity, and 
between our troops and the Americans.— 
Henley was intereſted, which was com- 
pelling our ſoldiers to purchaſe all their 


proviſions at two ſtores in the barracks; 


bridge, where they were much cheaper 
Paſſes have been granted for a Serjeant 


affairs, you no doubt will be happy to 


ing our embarkation was 4 very ſevere 
Vol. II. 0 trial 
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trial indeed, but we are now become more. 
- reconciled ; and as Hope, that great ſup. 

port through life, never forſakes us, we. 
are in expectation that at the end of the 
enſuing campaign. we may in all pony 
bility be regularly exchanged; for m/ 
own part, I have made up my mind ;— 
and as I find Cambridge very expenſive, 
on account of the great number of officers 
who reſide there, I am going to remove 
my quarters to a farm houſe, near the 

town of i Myſtic, : in order to live a little 

reaſonable; we have had no pay ſince our 
arrival, but what, has been in paper 
money, which lowers very faſt, ſo that 
you: are compelled to purchaſe ſuch 
articles as you think you are in want of, 
otherwiſe your money will not be a third 
of the value it was at the time you re- 
ceived it. The exchange of hard money 
is now at the rate of forty and fifty pape! 
dollars for a guinea. What muſt you 


think of the depreciation in theſe few 
months, 


- «© 
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months, ſince we were made priſoners, 

when we could with difficulty get only 

nine. On account of unavoidable ex- 

pences, and the depreciation of the paper 
currency, I have drawn on you for fifty 
pounds, which bill you will pleaſe to 
honor, and place to the account of 


2 


VPour's, c. 


4979 
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Myſtic, in New England, 
May 10, 1778. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


T has ever been a maxim in all ages, 

and unhappily formed upon experi- 
ence, that events are ſeldom anſwerable 
WM expectations; when we form to our- 

ſelves a promiſing proſpect, how mortify- I 
ing is a diſappointment—ſuch is our pre- 

ſent ſituation ; for after a ſecond applica- 
tion of General Burgoyne to Congrels, 

to effect our liberty, in which ſtate of 

| ſaſpence we have been for- a length of 


time, he has at laſt received a poſitive de- 
nial 
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nial to his repeated ſolicitations. They 
have, however, on the 3d of laſt March, 
paſſed a reſolve, that Lieutenant General 


Burgoyne, on account of his ill ſtate of 


health, may have leave to embark for Eng- 

land; and ſhortly after this intelli gence, = 
he left the ar my for that purpoſe. This 
final reſolution of Congreſs, makes our 


preſent ſituation very trying ; however, we 


are forced to be contented, for the greater 
| * bears the ſway all the — over. 


From the converſation of a number of N 
gentlemen of the firſt name and property, 
who were not quite ſo violent in their mea- 
ſure as a Hancol or an Adams; I have been 


thoroughly. convinced, that none of them 
entertain the moſt diſtant thought of with- 


drawing from our Government at the 
f commencement of hoſtilities, but now they 
have joined! in that hereditary and ſettled 

hatred which the New Englanders in ge- 
neral ever entertained againſt the conſtitu- 


n - 


re 
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tion of our country, both in Chureh and 
State, ever exclaiming againſt tyranny and 
perſecution, have aſſumed a power un- 
maſked, and are cruel inſolent and perſe- 
cuting; excluſive of their daily impriſon- 
ing and harraſſing the poor Loyaliſts, I 
think the trial of Colonel Henley Tuff 
ciently markes their character. 


1 he hain is now far ; i and 
the country around has a charming ap- ; 
pearance; our attention to the many 
novelties that preſent themſelves is taken 
off by the variety of birds, whoſe plumage 
is peculiarly beautiful, the moſt remark- 
able are the Fire-bird, Hanging-bird, 
Blue-bird and Humming-bird, 


The Fire- bird is fomewhat larger than 
a ſparrow, and its plumage is of a fine 
deep yellow, reſembling a flame color, from 
whence it derives its name. 


The 
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The Hanging-bird 1 is of aboutithe ſane 
ſize, of a br illiant orange, with a few black 
feathers in the wing, which forms a pleaſ- 
ing contraſt: It appears as if this bird was 
ſenſible what enemies men, as well as other 
animals, are to the young of the feathered 
creation, for they conſtruct their neſts up- 
on the extremity of a large bough, not in 
the nature of other birds, but ſuſpended at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the bough, 
reſembling a hornet's neſt; on one ſide 
there is a hole where the birds enter. It 
18 ſomewhat remarkable that theſe neſts, 


en 
ge though ſuſpended near two feet and a half 
k. from the branch of the tree, and that only 


by five or fix ſmall cords which theſe: birds 
make from the looſe hemp that they.pick 
up, they are never blown down by the 
high winds. I was preſent | at the taking 
of one of theſe neſts, and it was with great 
difficulty 3 it could be diſengaged from-the _ 
branch, without deſtroying the whole neſt. 
The young ones are the molt tractable of 
04 the 
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the feathered. tribe, and in the hands of 

thoſe who would: beſtow time and pains, 

they might be inſtructed in 4 FRO of 
little tricks and anche, 


An ie: 8 was in and confined to 
his room, being a great bird-fancier, had 
a neſt with theſe young ones brought him, 
which he amuſed himſelf with, and find. 
ing them tractable, he fed them with flies 
for which they would follow him all round 
the room: in a ſhort time he had them in 

ſuch command, that they would at hi 
deſire, retire to their neſt, and come out 
again either ſingly, or all three together: 
one he had ſuch ſway over, that he woull 
take it into the garden, and let it fly into 
a tree, and the inſtant he called it, the 
bird flew and a on his ſhoulder. 


T he + Blue-bird is of the ſize, and ad 

as numerous as the ſparrow ; there is no- 
tthnhin ing remarkable about this bird but it 
= 5 hs  _ 
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plumage, which is of the moſt beautiful 


mazarine, and when the rays of the Sun 


reflect on it, the color is greatly heightened. 


The Humming- birds are in great plenty 


here, but not near ſo numerous, as I am 


informed, they are, to the Southward. _—. 
This bird being not only beautiful, but 


having many peculiarities, and being the 
leaſt of the feathered creation; not bein g 
much larger than an humble bee, you'll 
pardon my entering into a full detail 
bol it. 


The plumage of the cock is beautiful in 
the extreme, varying into an infinity of 
colour; in one light it is of a lively green, 
in another a beautiful blue, and in another 


a fine golden color: in ſhort, in every 


ray of light you can poſſibly turn it, you 
diſtinguiſh a different tint. This little 
creature ſubſiſts upon the juice of flowers, 


W it ſucks =» with a long bill; it is 


"Gy 
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really diverting to ſee it putting its little 
bill into every flower in a circle; 3 as ſoon 
as one is ſucked, it flutters to the next; 


during the ſucking the juice out of the 
flowers it never ſettles on them, but flut- 


ters continually like bees, and moves its 
wings fo quick they appear hardly viſible, 


and during this fluttering make a hum- 
ming noiſe. This bird is not very ſhy, 
but if you attempt to ſeize it, flies off 
with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow. Von 
would hardly conceive how predominant 


the paſſion of envy is amongſt theſe little 


creatures; if ſeveral of them met on the 


ſame bed of flowers, they attack each other 
with ſuch an impetuoſity, that they ſeem 
as if they would pierce each other with 
their bills. In their combats they would 
often fly into a room if a window is open, 


fight a little, and flutter away again; they 


not only poſleſs the paſſion of envy, but | 
anger; for if they meet with a flower that 


1s withered, or that 1 is withering, and con- 
tains 


in a violent paſſion, pluck it off and throw 
it on the ground. 4: have ſeen in large 
WJ gardens, where there has been many beds 
Jof flowers; the ground quite covered with 
W the effects of their rage. 


mall, and very difficult to catch, I was 
© greatly at a loſs to procure one to ſtuff 
and add to the collection I am making for 


W obtain one, therefore conſulted the inha- 
bitants, Who informed me, they never 


when the window was open; for a week 
and upwards I ſat in expectation that 
that would happen, during which time 
I employed my thoughts as to ſome 
other mode, when it occurred to me, 
if 1 loaded a piſtol with powder, and 
5 put 
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tains no more Juice, theſe little creatures, 


The Humming-bird being ſo exceeding 


Jou; ſenſible that firing at it with ſhot 
would ſhatter the little creature to atoms, 
I knew not what method to deviſe to 


caught them unleſs they flew into a room 


— — — —— 
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I had taken it up, it was near eſcaping; 
ned was, that the grains of ſand had not 


hurt even its feathers; but to aſcertain 
the matter, I procured: ſeveral only by 


deed, if the neſt of this little bird is found 
and it is merely accidental, as they am 


put ſome fine ſand as a charge, I thouglt 


the great report would either ſtun them, 
'or the grains of ſand would beat them 
down: and after my patience was quite | 
exhauſted as to the other mode of catching 
them, I adopted my own, which I found 
| ſucceeded to my wiſh; for ſeeing one E 
alight upon a flower, I fired at it, and i | 


fell with the flower, but was not killed, only 
ſtunned with the report ; as ſhortly after 


what makes me imagine it was only ſtun. 


putting powder in the piſtol, which fully 
og it was the en that had en on 


It is looked upon as a great rarity in 


only to be met with in ſwamps, when the 
| tree 
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procured the bird, I was anxious to ob- 
tain a neſt, as I no doubt imagined that 
it was equally as curious as the bird itſelf, - 
but well knowing any ſearch that I could 

make would be in vain, I told. ſeveral 


ſwamp, if they found a neſt and ſhewed i it 
me I would give them a dollar; accord- 


ingly, one morning a negro came and in- 


him into the middle of a large ſwamp, and 
ſtopping juſt by where he had been cutting 
ſome wood, he ſays, « Maſla, Maſſa, dere 
is deneſt,” which not being very eaſily diG6 
cerned, he got a long pole and pointed to 
it, when even then I could not ſee it, per- 


his pole haſtily, he ſaid, Maſſa, keep Fn . 
eye dere, and you will ſee de old one? 
and ſhortly after the old one came and 
ſettled on the neſt, between the forks of a 
bough ; I aſcended the tree, and was then 
3 as 


trees are very thick of foliage. Having 2 


Negroes, who where cutting wood i in a 7 


formed me he had found one; I went with 


ceiving nothing but moſs; but taking aw-ay Row? 


206 INTERIOR TRAVELS *_ 


as much at a loſs to find it till the negto 
pointed to it, and I ſaw the old one on the 
neſt: upon my approach ſhe flew off, and 
kept hovering and humming about my} 
head. In the neſt there were two eggs; 
cut off the branch the neſt was on, and 
deſcended the tree, but coming down'the 
main ſtem, 1 had the misfortune to dio 
one of the eggs out of the neſt; as' I wa 
| obliged to bring the branch it was oni 
my mouth, and although the! negro an 
myſelf ſearched for it near an hour, 
could not find it; Icannot but ſay IV 
heartily vexed, as the eggs are the greateſt 
curioſity: : it is rather fortunate L have ont 
left to ſend you, otherwiſe you would | ] 
ſcarcely credit it, when I tell you, that 
although the bird, which, as I before men · 
tioned, is not much larger than an humbl 
bee, the e are . as n 28 
wren's. * DOT = 22718 rl 
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Upon an examination of the neſt, I was 
not ſurprized at my diſcerning it with diffi- 
culty from the other moſs that grew on the 


Tg 


ind 
rr tree, for the outſide has a coating of green 
moss, ſuch as is commonly on old pales, en- 


cloſures; and old trees; the neſt, as well 
as the bird, is the leaſt of all others; that 
which I have taken is round, and the in- 


Was ſide is of a brown and quite ſoft down, 
in which. ſeems to have been collected from 


the ſtems of the ſumach, which are cover- 
ed with Aa ſoft Wool of this color, and the ; 
| plant grows in great abundance here; the 
inner diameter of the neſt is hardly KW 
geometrical inch at the top, and the depth 8 
ſcarcely half an inch. I have taken pecu- 
liar care of it, as well as the neſt of :- = 
Hanging-bird, and ſhall ſend them by the 
firſt opportunity, and. am ſure you will 

| Join with me in the adoration of that Be- 
ing, who has endowed theſe creatures with 
ſuch natural inſtinct, to guard againſt the 
wiles of man and other enemies ; but what 
on, creature 
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creature is there either ole ſive, of | 
inoffenfive, but ſome of its ſpecies has | 
fallen a victim to the rapacious hand of 


— 


2 A * days ſince, king out 1 9 


"9 officers, we ſtopped at a houſe to purchaſe | 
vegetables, whilſt the other officers were 
bargaining with the woman of the houſe, | 
I obſerved an elderly woman fitting by the 
fire, who was continually eyeing us, and 
every now and then ſhedding a tear. Juſt 
as we were quitting the houſe ſhe got up, 
and burſting into tears, ſaid, Gentle - 
men, will you let a poor diſtracted woman 
| ſpeak a word to you before you go? We, 
as you muſt naturally imagine, were all 
aſtoniſhed, and upon enquiring what ſhe 
wanted, with the moſt poignant grief and 
ſobbing as if her heart was on the point 
of breaking, aſked if any of us knew her 
ſon, who was killed at the battle of Hu- 
berton, a Colonel Francis. Several of us 
WT informed 
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informed her, that we had ſeen him after 
he was dead. She then, enquired about his 
pocket-book, and if any of his papers were 
ſafe, as ſome related to his eſtates,” and if 


| any of the ſoldiers had got his watch; if 
ſhe could but obtain that in remembrance 


Captain Ferguſon, of our regiment, who 
was of the party, told her, as to the Co- 


fearful they were either loſt or deſtroyed ; 
but pulling a watch from his fob, ſaid, 


« you happy, take it, and God bleſs you.” 
We were all much ſurprized, as unac- 


from a drum-boy. On ſeeing it, it is impoſ- 
ſible to deſcribe the joy and grief that was 
E depicted in her countenance ; I never in all 
| wy life, beheld ſuch a ſtrength of paſſion z 
ſhe kifſed it, looked unutterable gratitude 
at Captain Ferguſon, then kiſſed it again; 


ber feelings were mene, ſhe knew. 
Vor. II. P | not 


of her dear, dear ſon, z ſhe ſhould be happy. | 
lonel's papers and pocket-book, he was 8 
« There, good woman, if that can make | 


quainted; as he had made a purchaſe of it 
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not how to expreſs or thew them; its. 
would repay his kindneſs by kindneſs, but 
could only ſob her thanks; our feeling 
were lifted up to an inexpreſſible height; 
we promiſed to ſearch after the paper, 

and I believe; at that moment, could n 


hazarded life * to procure chem. t. 

e tl 

Von Kaser Lever had : an 3 to tex k 

as being highly detrimental to the ſtomach, Wil v 

and always made ufe of ſome ſubſtitute, ! w 

| have now adopted one, which the inhabi- t 
tants make uſe of, ever ſince they mad: Wil 

a virtue contrary to their inclinations, of 

not drinking tea at the time of the Boſton ill tie 

Port Bill, which is the flowers that grow fo, 

upon the faflafras tree; as to the efficacy Bil hi 


of the root of this tree, in all ſcorbutic 
_ eaſes, it is well known, I therefore conceive 
the flowers muſt have more virtue ; the 
flavor that they produce 1s extremely deli 


cious, greatly reſembling that of a peach: 
the 


all 
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the ſaſſafras trees grow in abundanics; they 
are ſcattered on the- borders of the woods 
and near buſhes'and incloſures; and are 


generally one of the firſt trees that ſpring A 
up on uncultivated ground; the cows are 
extremely greedy after the ſhoots of the 


tree, and ſearch for them every where; if 


they are in an encloſure the cattle will | 
knock down the fence to get at them; the 


women make uſe of the bark for dying 
worſted, which produces a beautiful s 
that does not fade in the _ 


In the beginning of this letter 1 men- 
tioned that General Burgoyne is failed 
for England. No doubt, on his arrival, 


his enemies will be attacking him in 
all quarters, do not you be led away 


with the general voice and follow a miſled 


faction, the General, in every ſituation 
of danger and difficulty, ever had the con- 
dence of the army; even in the late 

PA | recent 


recent affair of Colonel Henley's, the 
were perfectly ſatisfied with bis efforts and 
exertions to procure them redreſs; man 
ill: minded and malicious perſons will aſſen 
chat he has ſought his own eaſe and comfon 
and forſaken his diſtreſſed army: In tha 
reſpect I can with the utmoſt confidence 
Aſſert, that neither officer or ſoldier en. 


* 
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preſſed - diſſatisfaction at his return to 


England; ſo far from it, it was their wiſh 
he ſhould go to Europe to juſtify his om 


and their conduct. He has ſhared at al 
times the dangers and afflictions in com 


mon with every ſoldier ; they look on hin 
as their friend, and would receive him i 

RP or any accounts of him with marks | 
of affection; and wiſhing you may be in: 
preſſed with thoſe ideas, and hold it forth 
againſt all calumniators, I remain 


Yours, &c. 


on * 
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22 in * England, 
. Fo a 755 : 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HA intentions of Congreſs are very 

oy apparent as to our detention as pri- 
e no doubt as hoſtages, in caſe of 
failure to the Southward the enfuing cam 
paigh, and apprekenſtve that bone üer 
hon may be made near Boſtorlyi ſo chat 
our ſoldiers might either be releaſed, or 
eſcape to any army that may make a land: 
ing. The Couneil of Boſtonz under pre- 
tence that the troops would fare better, 
removed the firſt WO of the Britiſh, 

Ae, 73 conſiſting 


— 


| there the: 17th; about two o'clock ;:-the 

men were ſent to barracks that: _ 
picketed in with pickets near twenty dt 
high, and had been treated With 'great 


ſions; and denied to:go-out. for any thing 


the CI? and thoſe at's 


4 
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conſiſting of the artillery, advanced com 


c 
and ninth regiment, on the 15th of lf } 
month from Proſpect Hill, to a pla« t 
called Rutland, fifty- five miles further uy lll 

the country, at which place they are v n 
ſtay till further orders from Congreſs; b 
the reſt of the Britiſh troops are ſhortly u 
follow ; as to the Germans, the American; Wl - 
look upon them fo tame and ſubmiſſoe, f 
that they are to remain at their old * c 
ters, on Winter Hill. ERS t 
Y By an | 6ffice who came from Rutland, Wl i 


we learn, that the firſt brigade -rArrived 


— 


ſeverity, very badly ſupplied with 'proy- 


\ amongſt the inhabitants. The officers A 
with great difficulty obtained quarters in t 


8 Js conſiderable 


6 


= en their gogd-rlnre fre g WS 6! ROI er? 
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conſiderable. diſtance from each other. It, : 


happened 1 rather fortunately | for the troops 1 
that a veſſel under a flag of truce arrived 
with ſome neceſſaries juſt before they 

marched, otherwiſe the men would | have 


been in A. wretched ſtate. 27 


F We pn not. 10 — bug | 


from the country people as we were ac- 


cuſtomed, having only. Congreſs money 
to pay them for their commodities, 


for they entertain little opinion as to 
its value; and 1, am induced to Wr 


that the earneſt. civility and deſire to 
oblige, which they firſt, ſhewed. us, pro- 


ceeded,, from no other motive, than that 


they, ſhoyld. receive hard Maney, . N 


— 71 


6 Cie < 028 by g 110 8 112 TO L Fit) ' 


| The trees arg,nqw in full bloſſom om, ang 
as every houſe has an orchard 


ming, 


lr 


the country looks quite beautiful; upon 
enquiry of the Inhabitants, 1 find molt of 


— 2 — — — 
— o 
7 mw 9 1 „ „KK, — 
3 5 wo pou 2 - 
* 


as * — . 
T 4 p 


— * 2 * — — . n * 2 


— 
— 3 


216 r ERICR TxAvErs 


N ow Enithnd, except the 18 Which it 
is ald, if it has not improved, it has. 
multiplied exctedingly. Tam the more 
nidiced to tredit this, as the tile of cyde 
is more common here, thati in any other 
part of the Ok 505 ot our e and | 


the feeds, "ether for Git of pb en 
or the me of preſer rving tfiem, do 
not thride ſo well; wheat is apt to be 
blighted, barky rows ary, and cats yidl 

more ſttaw than grain; but to ſuppl 
theſe defects, the matze, or Indian orn, 
thrives ee well, Which is their grand 
ſtaple commodity, tllat ſupplies beh 
ihemſcives ad catrle? as to Titan dt. 
it is now ſo generally known in Erfiglünd 
1 ſhall not tire your patience with a long 
defcription of troy obſerve; that MI * 
Were the Heat mork predortiint"4if d i 
"Toktinet” months in England, I klin it 
e be rag it ein is cert 


for catils and poultry; and gives their 
meat a fumneſs and enquiſite favor. I 


| Walked'v&ty"c pp 


WY eben Help gt Betten Wh 
differ witty 10 t the New Ltiglatid 
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the heartieſt, and moſt ſiren gthemrtg fool 


am averfe to feeding horſes with it; for ic 
makes them ſo liable te founder. A few 
days ago 1 ſaw am inſtanee of Its pernici- 


cus effects at att ordinary, whete a man, 
being in Hauer; and! Rad rode Hard, Ard 
bis horfe exceedingl) Heated, would imſiſt 
on its being fed-atlte Poor creatuſe tat 
his meal very | 


K rtily, and in abdt dere 5 
hours after was deprbred of the die of 1 
his limbs, and lay on the gro 1 


and ſhaking every nerve; the any retriely 


that could be 4ppiicl” as to take off Nis - 
flives, tick drag Hip ftto a Wet derer 
and it was neuf fotit days before the ere 
ture cd fand Oh its legs, ad er t 
>} it griebed he much 
a5 ft Wi 4 Lely H bios horte, tt th 


lies 4 -for ch of alt the vations "breeds 
„ 


horſes in general have a pretty good head 
222 g 
they fall off ſurpriſin 


bamd; in a natural pace they will ſhuffle | 


ſhort, you cannot. poſſibly form a juſt idea 


England Roſinante, which title, they juſtly 
merit, for Lafſure you, they ave heft d 
le Nute; and; to, mee 


or RAR) ien wan a wn him, for the 
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of that noble animal, certainly are the 
moſt peculiar and diabolical to ride; the 


without an exception, : aud ac 1 2 
amongſt jockies, gooſe-rumped and cat- 


on for eight or nine miles an hour; ; it is 
not chat eaſy kind of pacing that is taught 
ladies horſes, : but an unaccountahle w 

gling gait, that till you are accuſte 


it, you are more fatigued in riding two ; 
miles, than. a whole, day's . fox-chace;; 


of it, unleſs you were e mounted on a New: 


n 27 . New r 
Jander riding in the, woods, with his, bla. 
ing iron (the term — to; a. maſk 


ce 3, . 


Ou Ea horſe 
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horſes are of a very: ſlender make, and not 
over fat, with a long ſwitch tail and mane 
down to the horſe's knees; for 1 ſhould 
obſerve to you, they never cut either, then 


the maſter; with his long legs, beſtrides 1 
which are in ſtirrups that the toe can but 


juſt reach; then his uptight poſition, with 


his long lank viſage, and on his head an 
old grizely caxon and a large flapped hat, 


with his ſaddle- bags behind, and provifionis 
bags before, and his iblhzing- iron oir his 
ſhoulder; picture to ybuirſelf a man thus 
mounted, of ſuch an een 
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1 


P 3 . 7 


e of e en then inhabi- | 
tants, plant great, quantities of ſquaffies, 


which a tpecies of pumpions or melons 3 
the ſeat of it, wen imported from 


Europe, by the firſt ſettiers, has ever 
ſince been cultivated with aſſiduity, and 
found: to thirreimuch bettkn than in n Eu- 
rope; the! Ruit hag: ar vagrecablelitaſte, 

815 1 made 
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— of at table as a ene and 


nee Sols A yh-150 
. % a 4 


The foil of New-England | is various 
but I obſerved' it was more profilic t6: 
wards the Southward; there are excellent 
meadows in the low grounds, and good 
paſture almoſt every where; their beſt 
meadows will yield about a ton of hay by 
the acre; ſome will produce two, but that 
is what is termed. timothy hay, whiich is 
rank and ſour. The country, as I before 
dbſerved, is not favorable to any grain 
except the Indian corn; the cattle in 


New-England are very numerous, and | 
ſome of them very large; hogs are like- 
wiſe in great abundance, and particularly WW ; 
excellent, being fattened upon the Indian 1 
corn, and ſome 0 large as to weg ö 
+ twenty-five : ſcore. "Xt 504 yd 400 


Þ>18 .YItL 51115 2 hay; iind nad i) 
We have uit fda greatly. amuled in 
catching of ell Ves, or alefives, a ſpe: | 
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cies of fiſh, greatly reſembling a herring, 
both as to make and flayor, but ſomewhat ; 
ſmaller ; they come up all the creeks and if 
inlets from the ſea at this ſeaſon to ſpawng | [i 
floating in with the tide in large ſhoals, 
and proceeding as far as they can for freſh 
water; when the tide is going out they 
return, at which time they are caught by 
means of nets faſtened round a hoop, and 
affixed to a long pole ; the nets are very 
deep, and at one haul you may catch two 
or three dozen. It. 1s. part of the traffic 
of the inhabitants, who ſalt them down, .- 
and barrel them for the Welt- Indies. „„ 


I need not tell you * a reſtleſs diſpoſi- 
tion we Engliſh are of, and that we muſt 
be employed on ſomething, ſituated as we 

are, without books, newſpapers, or any 
other amuſement : ſome officers, . who 
| came from the Weſt of England, have ; in- 
ſtituted the qiverſion of fighting of cocks; 
for my own part, you know, Tever eſteerp- 
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it A barbarous cuſtom, 1. 4 iſyrac 
to our nation, and cannot but fay I was 
2 little pleaſed at a reprimand that ſome 
officers met with from an old woman, 


F oF 4 


to whom they Had applied for a coup 
of fine birds that were in the yard, ſhe 
enquired if they were to fight, or to 
kill for eating; being told the former, ſhe 
in a moſt violent rage Exclaimed, © I fwear 
e HOW] you ſhall have neither of them; 
« fwear now I never ſaw any thing ſo 
* desde; as you Britonions be; if 
« you can't be fighting and cutting other 
people's throats, you muſt be ſetting two 
« harmleſs creatures to kill one another ; 
« Go along, go; 1 have heard of your 
« cruel doings at Watertown (the place 
chere the cocks fought) cutting off the 
c feathers, and the poor creature's' comb 
„ and gills, and putting on iron _ 
Kupon their legs; go along, I ay.” 
could not help laughing to: ſee them 4 
| camp in ' haſte, as the old woman had 
worked herſelf into ſuch a paſſion, that 


THROUGH AMERICA; 


224 
they expected ſhe would have ſtruck them 


the greater energy to her language. 


can reel credit « on 4 me 9 ny 


with oak, elm, aſh; cypreſs, pine, cheſnut, 
walnut, cedar, aſtrin, beach, fir, faſſafras, 


tanners and dyers, and the cedar produces 
ſweet gums, beſides being extremely uſe- 


bk 4 


ded 


* 


with her crutch, which ſhe lifted up to give 
This 
is the only inſtance in my memory, that 


New-En gland bebe very 850d tim- . 
ber, the woods and ſwamps abounding 


and ſumach, with all other kind of trees 
that grow in England; the firs are of an 
extraordinary growth, for maſts, yards and 
planks; the ſumach is much uſed by the 


ful in making ſhingles for coverings to 
their dwellings, as being the moſt durable, 
and leaſt injured by the weather; but the 

treaſure and glory of the woods are the 
monarch oak, the ſpruce, and fir trees, 
which are in ſuch abundance, that the 
navy of England might be ſupplied with 
all forts of naval ſtores at a cheaper rate 
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man from the Baltic ; and it f is on this 
| rout that they: build more ſhips i in this 
Province, than all the other parts of Ame. 
riea; and. they have the reputation of be 
ing ve Y well built and ſtrong; to this | 
: ſtrength is chiefly imputed their D 
iy bad Slog t. 1 . 


'To 8 the 3 1 the * 
of which there are vaſt numbers, and of 
various ſpecies, is at firſt very alarming, 
anch till accuſtomed, you are at a loſs to 
make out from whence ſuch a hideous 
noiſe proceeds, there are thirty different 
voices among them, ſome of which reſem- 
ble the bellowing of a bull. In order that 
you may conceive how numerous they ar 
all over the continent, as likewiſe how 
clamorous, I ſhall relate a circumſtage 
which has been told me, and vouched foi 
an abſolute fact * the perſon who re- 
ted. it. 


One 
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One commer night, i. in the month of 
July, 1758, the town of Windham, which 
ſtands on the borders of Winnomantic, 
River, in Connecticut, Was greatly alarm- 
ed by a number of theſe reptiles which were, 
marching, or. rather hopping . in a body, 
from an artificial pond, near three miles 
ſquare, that, by the exceeding heat of 
the weather was dried up. This 200d. . | 
was about five, miles from Windham, 
in their way to the Winnomantic, were 
under the neceſſity of keeping the road 
that led through | the town; they, « entered 
about midnight; the bull-frog,. as being, 
the moſt powerful, in the front, the reſt. 
ollowing ; they were ſo exceedingly. nu- 
merous, that they were ſome hours paſſin 
hrough, and for want of water — | 
lamorous. The inhabitants were great= 
y terrified, and fled from their beds n ked, 
ear half a mile, imagining it was the . 
rench and Indians; the men, after a little 
ccollection, finding no enemy in purſuit, 
Vor. II. 2 muſtered 


nc 
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ered courage to return; when they 

came near the town, they imagined they 
diftinctl heard the words N 1ght, Helder- 
Ein, Dier, Tit, which reſembles the noif 
they make, and in their fright they 
thought the laſt word meant treaty, when 
three of them, in their ſhirts, approathel 
to treat with the General of the French 
and Indians; but being dark, and no an- 
ſwer given, their terrors were greatly en. 
creaſed, and they were diſtracted between 
Hope arid fear; at length day appearing 
they were caſed from all their anxiety, by 
I diſcovering that this terrific enemy was an 
army of frogs, dying with thirſt, going tt 
the river for a little water. The people 
' of Windham have ever ſince been laugbel f 10 
at for their timidity by the New-Eng 
landers; but 1 really believe, in a ſimild 
fituation, theſe Yankees would not ha 
felt k riſes i much bolder. 


«4 
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At this ſeaſon of the year, every night 
you are : ſurrounded: with muſit; not the 
| moſt . harmonic, - from frogs,” by U frogs, - 


ſtant repetition of whipper will; it js alſo 


of its making a noiſe reſembling that word; 
when it alights upon a tree or fence. I 


their flying ſo exceedingly ſwift, I have 
never been able to kill. By the informa- 


a kind of ſkin which it can expand, and 


"i 


bs 
"oy 

\ 

\ 


hooping-owls, and the wbipper quill, a bird 
ſo named by its nocturnal ſong, being a con- 


known by the name of the Pope, by reaſon 


have endeavoured ſeyeral times to ſhoot 
one, but owing to its being dark, and 


tion I have gathered from the inha- 
bitants, I find it is about the ſize of a 
cuckow, with a ſhort beak, long and nar- 
row wings, a large head, and mouth enor- 
mous, what is remarkable, it is not a 
bird of prey; under the throat there is 


5 


fill with air at pleaſure, and that enables 
to make the, noiſe which reſembles 
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the word Pope. From this deſcription, 1 
conceive it to be a Muſquito hawk, 

abundancè of which are to be ſeen in the 
day time; I accordingly ſhot one, and 
found it exactly correſpond to the deſerip- | 
tion of the other, only I could not per. 
ceive that looſe ſkin under its throat; | 
rather think that circumſtance is ime 
ginary, and am apt to conclude, that the | 
de = ay hawk. and OGDEN are tie 


INES © Bis 2%; ©1 
Jam SO to Og you that ics Ame- i 
-ricans are too"! ſucceſsful in enticing ou 
Soldiers toildeſert'} a few days ſinte the 
-whole:band of the ſixty- ſecond regiment} 
- excepting the Maſter, deſerted in à body, 
and are now playing to an American reg. 
ment in Boſton.” The temptations he ldoit 
to our ſoldiery are very great, and it mul 
= 4 Corporal Rœeves, and ſuch as olle 
his principles who-can- withſtand 4 
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think how far it muſt operate on a ſoldier s 
mind, that by deſertion he ſhall be free 
and protected, allowed to follow his trade, 
or if he enters their army, obtain · a com- 
miſſion; there is now a Major Brown, who 
has ſome poſt in the ſupplies of proviſions, 
he was a private, and deſerted from the 


forty-ſeventh regiment, at the battle of 
Lexington and Concord. The fellow, con- 


ſcious of his baſeneſs, when he meets an 


officer of that regiment, rides haſtily away, 
but you muſt allow it is rather grating to 


be in the power and under the command 
of ſuch avillain. You will be pleaſed with 
a noble and animated ſaying of a little 


drum-boy, not ten years old: this boy's 
father, who belonged to our regiment, 


ſome time ſince deſerted into Boſton, and 
has been as nigh as he could venture with 
4 to our barracks, to entice or ſeize : 


** 
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* his King and country, his ſon won't; 


treat him to go to his father, when the 
little fellow r eplied, No; tell my fas 
* ther, if he js ſuch a raſcal as to deſert 


** he has fed at their expence, and will d 
** in their ſervice,” - I remain 


nw 


| 
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| Myſtic, in New England, 
Sept. 10, 1778. FR 


* DEAR FRIEND, | . 


hear of a 
poſes are appar 
men have been fi 
wounded, but the moſt melancholy cataſ- 


tyo females from the nn.  Theac 
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you and not + he be Apel if 115 you 
— 71 Ow: Par- 5 


trophe is the death of Liedtenant Brown, 
of the twenty-firſt regiment, who was ſhat 
dead in a chaiſe, as he was conducting 


3 14 n 1 N 4 * 
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but the horſes being headſtrong, he could 
not, and putting his head out of the 
chaiſe to inform him ſo, the little raſcal in 
an inſtant levelled his piece and ſhot him 
through the head. Had it not been for a 
few of our officers who happened to be 
on the ſpot, and the great diſcipline of our 
men, the boy would have fallen an inſtant 

| ſacrifice; as it was, notwithſtanding the 
preſence of our officers, the men could 

| ſcarce be reſtrained from ſeizing the boy 
from the American guard. By this fad 

1 ts fell a brave young man, who * 
1 elf dyugng the campaign, 
> iter had wn. would have been 
+ ornament to hisY es. - MEE 
When dhe! matter was eee to , Ge 
neral Phillips, he inſtantly wrote the ol 
g Tony letter to Sn Heath : 8 11 "bem 
| 1 4 a. find: Death 151 ah de 
.« tak n place as to . 1 do not aſc 
| | it 


_ 
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« it, erery principle of it has long forſaken 
« theſe provinces, Tonly requeſt that an 
« officer may! be permitted to go to the 
« Head Quarters of General Waſhington, 
« to lay the affair before dünn. 


— . — 4.. 3 Þ — — — — — — = 
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To this letter the General received no 
anſwer, but an order came to the Com- 
manding Officer of the American troops, j 
to put General Phillips under an arreſt, it 
and to confine him to his houſe and gar- 
den; he was accordingly laid under an 
arreſt, and his houſe and erden is Jur- | 5 
"rounded by centinels, . 5 


> — ——— —— 
8 . ] ͤd2ↄ—ↄ2ö St, Fat 


— — —ñ̃— 


_ Labove melancholy 


church at Cambridge; "All the” officers 

at Cambridze and the environs at- 
tended, a moſt mournfulgſight ! you can 
eaſily paint to your imagination what our 


feelings muſt have been at the time, for the 
bs loſs ll 
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loſs of a young man univerſally reſpectel 
eſteemed, beloved, and the reflection, w 
knew not how ſoon it might be our om 
fate; for in the hands of ſuch wretehe, 
our lives are very precarious, and of A1 
value. 


- Teannot paſs aver ki litleneſ of mind 
and the pitiful reſentment of the Amer: 
cans, in a very trifling circumſtance, dur- 
Ing the time the ſervice was performing 
over the body, the Americans ſeized the 
opportunity of the church being open, 
which had been ſhut ſince. 46-4 com- 
mencement of hoſti s, , 
ſack and deface eve chin, they CC 
their hands on, deſtroying the pulpit 
reading - deſł and communion-table, ani 


aſcending the organ loft, deſtroyed the 
bellows: my all Fae pipes of 3 ve 
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Although, (as General Philips obſerved 
in his letter, and which I am induced ta 
believe, is the real ſituation of affairs. in 
thele provinces) - every. principle of juſ- 
tice had fled from them, ſtill the Ame- 
WT ricans were not ſo daring as to overlook 

ſuch an atrocious crime without ſome ap- 
peal to juſtice, were it only to deceive the 
populace with an appearance of it, and 
therefore ordered a General Court - martial 
on the boy who ſhot Lieutenant Brown, 
the judgment-of which was ſent by.Ge- 
neral Heath to General Phullips, that he 
might give it in orders to. the Britiſh 
troops, which was! as follows: <« The Ge- 
© neral Court- martial that ſat upon the 
* trial of an American centinel, for ſhoot- 


8 = & 


* firſt regiment, acquit the ſaid centinel, 
bf {ang done hyp ad as 2. good alder. 


inſults are NON cis an to * 4 | 


and ſoldiers remaining * Cambridge, 
| | but 


. 


* ing Lieutenant Brown, of the twenty -. 
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but if poſſible, they are treated worſe at 
Rutland. As Mr. Bowen, the: ſurgeon to 
the ninth regiment, Lieutenant Toriano, 
of the twentieth regiment, and Lieutenant 
Houghton, of the fifty-third regiment, 
were taking an evening s walk, they were 
met by an inhabitant, who, from his office 
of Select Man (theſe are a kind of overſeer 
to their meeting-houſes, who regulate the 
affairs of the pariſh, and report per ſons 

for non- attendance at worſhip, com- 
pelling thoſe walking in the ſtreets, or 
travellers, on a Sunday, to go to ſome place 
of worlhip ; they. are very conſequential 
perſons, and very officious) derived no 
ſmall authority, and who had on every 
occaſion diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his in- 
ſolence and perſecution of the prijoner of 
war, as well as the unfortunate friends of 
Government, who had remained in that 
part of the country; ; this man of conſe- 
quence charged thoſe gentlemen with hav- 


ing 8 treſpalſed on his 3 and before 
they 
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they could explain that they had not been, 
off what they conſidered as the high road, 
he, in a moſt menacin g manner; accom- 
panied with many opprobious epithets, 
ſhook a whip over their heads. Mr. 
Bowen, who happened to be next the man 
on this occaſion, reſented the inſult with 
a blow, a conflict enſued, in which the 
countryman was worſted, though Mr. 
Bowen was ſeverely bruiſed on the occa- 


fion, the countryman preſuming, as well | 
from his perſonal ſtrength as his autho- 


nity. 


Though this inſult had been given theſe 
gentlemen in the ſight of many people on 
the road, who alſo bore teſtimony to Mr. 
Bowen's: alone having Atruck him, theſe 
three gentlemen (through the influence of _ 
this Sele Man) were ſhortly after their 
return to their lodgings, taken by a party 


of the guards, conveyed to the guard- 
houſe, where they paſſed the night in the 


common 
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cohimon guard - room. The ſoldiers of th 
guard occupying the platform, theſe gen. 
tlemen were obliged to put up with the 
dirty floor, where they ſuffered every kind 
of indignity from the guard, who, not 
_ fatisfied with making uſe of the moſt in. 
, decent language, would fr on them a 
they lay on the floor; in the morning 
they were removed to an adjoining barrack 

room, where they were very little better 
accommodated, and after ſeven or eight 
days confinement, they were given to un. 


|| _ derſtand, they were to be delivered up to 
the civil power. = 


i . 5 The kunanky of Major Carter, of the 
== artillery, who was the ſenior officer of the 
[I] Convention troops at Rutland (as well # 
h conſidering it his duty to interfere) in- 
duced him from the firſt of the confine- 
4 ment of theſe gentlemen, to intereſt him- 
1 1 warmly 1 m their behalf, he had 
Ry remonſtrated with the Com- 

manding 
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cruelty and injuſtice, of their conduct to- 
wards them, but not being able to obtam 
redreſs, demanded a paſs to ſend an officer 
to Cambridge, in order to repreſent the 
affair, through General Phillips, to the 


Commanding. Officer at Boſton. Major 
Carter then informed theſe Gentlemen, 


chat as he thought it neceſſary. for the 


good of the troops in general, to make their 


treatment a public concern, it was his or- 
ders they ſhould wait the reſult of General 
Phillips's interference with the American 
General, and not to act for themſelves 1 in 


the buſineſs on 5 account. 


Before the return "of the officer from 
General Phillips, theſe gentlemen were 
| taken to a juſtice, who reſided ſome 


diſtance from Rutland, before whom they 
were conducted with all the ceremony of 
criminals going to trial. The magiſtrate, 


who was an | apothecary, Pee © F 


— — o 
een DE I DST 22 
— ̃ ͤ mn — ¶ — ooo tance oi 


wT 4 
P A ID to Ie BO nat A 3 


few 


p 
* 1 , we NSD —— 
r F 23 
oe — — . - 
— — ——ꝙ — — — 
Wr 2 __ — _ 
FF — : = 


240 INTERIOR. TA EAIS 


few hard words, and a moſt ſtarched 
puritanical air, and perhaps on this Ace 
count, had been judged under the new, 
government the only man of the neigh- 
bourhood capable of ſupporting the. dig- 
nity of a country juſtice : he was ſur- 
rounded with a numerous train of officer 
of the police, ſuch as committee and ſele# 
men, who, with a number of ſpectators, 
whom curioſity had brought together, to 
be preſent” at the trial (as they expreſſed 


0 W made IN formidable Groups: 
1 —_— 
| | - The gendlemen were no ſooner brought 
1 belvre this very awful Court ' of Tuftice, 
11 than Doctor Frienck (for ſo the Juſtice 
| | was called) who was placed in the moſt 


conſpicuous part of the room in an arm 
chair, with Lxfinite ſolemnity, and all the 
Y importance of office (without even per- 
mitting the leaſt accuſation. as to any of. 
i fence committed by them) aſked *them | 
1 — whether they pleaded gui, * or 20f gal 
of the crimes laid to their charge? 

Qn 
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On this occaſion, I think it would have 
been difficult for any indifferent perſon to 
have reſtrained his rifible faculties ; nay, 
the gentlemen themſelves have declared it 
was not without the utmoſt circumſpec- 
tion they could compoſe their muſcles to 
this curious demand of the Juſtice ; one of 
the gentlemen informed this worſhipful 
magiſtrate, „That they having ſuffered 
* ſo many days confinement under the 
© military guard very unjuftly, as they con- 
% ceived, and their commanding officer 
* having thought it neceſſary to make the 


for redreſs, conſequently were not al- 


5 other 5 


ceived a ſlight to his authority, without 
heſitation committed them to priſon, with 
al the additional charge of contempt of Court, 
Vor. II R and 


„treatment they had met with a public 
concern, they looked up to their General L 


* lowed to plead either one way or the 


The Juſtice, enraged at what he con- 
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and the next morning they were conductel 
by a body of armed conſtables to Wor: 
ceſter, about ten miles diſtance, and were 
lodged in the county jail, where, with two 


gentlemen, who were impriſoned as enemie 


to the States, they occupied a very confined 
dungeon, out of which a woman had, a 


very ſhort time before, been taken to ex. 


ecution, for the murder of her huſband. 

on their firſt entrance into this mof 
gloomy ſtate of ſecurity, it may eaſily he 
imagined, their feelings received no ſmal 
ſhock, and their fellow priſoners perceiv- 
ing their diſtreſs, one of them, who had 
been bred to the ſea, by way of offering 
ſome conſolation in his own way, obſerv- 


ed, that he could only compare their fitua- 
tion to that of ſo many young bears, Whose 


misfortunes were all to come. The er. 
ceſſive heat of the weather, with the con 


finement in this deteſtable hole, which 


when their mattraſſes were laid on the 
| floon 
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floor, compleatly filled it; and from 

whence, on no occaſion, or the preſſing 
calls of nature, they were allowed to re- 
tire, muſt, in a very ſhort time, have ren- 
dered their exiſtence burthenſome, if not 
deprived them of it, had they not found 
means of ſoftening the heart of a Mulatto 

woman, who ſerved them with proviſions 
through a hole, and who, by the force of 
bribes and fair promiſes, was prevailed 
upon to open the door upon thoſe occa- 
ſions for freſh air. PE 


During their confinement, 1 no attention 
vas wanting on the part of .their brother 
officers, to alleviate the horrors of their 
wretched ſituation, who gave them hopes 
| ſoon being relieved, through the inter- 
poſition of their General. But at the ex- 
piration of three days, they received a meſ- 
Page by an officer from Major Carter, at 
Rutland, expreſſing his extreme concern 
hat he ſhould j in any meaſure be acceſſary | 
| > to 
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duced no other effect than a letter from 


reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms, the im. 


tention to the inſolence or abuſe of tbe 
people of the country, the General obſerv- 


ling of geeſe,” and concluded with fay- 


cenſure the conduct of General Phillips, 


an application to General Heath, he ſhould 
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to their being ſent to priſon, at the ſame 
time lamenting that his repreſentation of 
their very unjuſt and cruel uſage had pro- 


General Phillips, part of which the Major 
had tranſcribed for their perufal, which 


prudence of thoſe gentlemen, in Paying at. 
ing, that they ſhould liſten to the abuſe 
cc of the Americans, as to the mere cack- 


ing, He ſhould not concern himſelf with 
«ys boxing-match.” Here I cannot but 


for if he had his reaſons for not making 


not have retorted ſo ſeverely on the gen. 
tlemen, eſpecially when it is conſiderel 


two of them were innocent of the crinio 


alledged ; at the ſame time, the Genen 
might have recollected his own warmth 0 
tempe | 
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temper was, at that very moment, the | 
occaſion of his confinement to his houſe 


and garden. 


In conſequence of Major Carter's meſ- 
ſage, theſe unfortunate gentlemen (two | 
of whom, as I have juſt obſerved, had not 
even been guilty of the crime imputed to 
them, who had always found ſome conſo- 
lation in reflecting, that they were hen 
ſuffering in conformity to the ll of their 
Commanding Officer, and as they were 


a-: given to underſtand, for the public good, 
vin and that through the interpoſition and 
bu zeal of their General, they ſhould obtain 


juſtice, and be ſet at liberty, found them- 
ſelves reduced to the necellity of ſhifting 


ould for themſelves. 
gen. 
leren conſulting a lawyer (the aſſiſtance 


rim of whom is ſeldom wanting in any country 
nerd for cer:971 conſiderations) the learned limb 


of the law, after examining their conimit- 
R 3 -.,, ment; 


— 
— —— — 
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ment, and ſatisfying himſelf, with reſpect 

to the ſtate of their finances, gave them 
to underſtand, that he ſhould be able 
to prove a flaw in it—for it ſpecified a 
crime 'againſt the States, when it was 
evident the breach of peace that they 
were charged with, could only affe# the 
State of Maſfſachuſets (the State they were 
then in) but added, to bring their cauſe 
forward for the conſideration of the 
Court during the aſſizes, that were ther 
ſitting, the fees would be conſiderable. — 
His terms, though exorbitant, were read 
ly acceded to by theſe gentlemen, and by 
that means they were enabled to relieve 
themſelves from the horrors of a dungeon, 
on quitting which, it was their obſerva- 
tion, that they had little more reaſon to 
4 extol the humanity of their own General, than 
they had the juſtice of the Americans. 


— ye rg el ar nent et + 
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Having often made ſeveral remarks, as 
to the footing military diſcipline 1 is upon, 
I think 
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1 think, by the proſecution of theſe gen- 


tlemen, you will ſee upon what grounds 
of juſtice and equity their civil laws are 


founded, and even ſuppoſing they gain 


their independency, what anarchy and 
confuſion muſt enſue, for want of rulers 
with good hearts, to enforce the laws of 
equity and juſtice. The miſt that is before 


| the eyes of Americans muſt ſhortly paſs 


away, when they will clearly ſee how 
eaſily they have given up the ſweet con- 


tent and happineſs they poſſeſſed, and the 
| innumerable privileges and liberties they 
enjoyed when under our Government.--- 
Deluded people, when it 1s too late, you 
will ſee your error! I ſpeak not partially 
nor vaguely, but am confident there is 
not one, let him be ever ſo bigotted to In- 
dependency, can lay his hand upon his 


breaſt and ſay, that he experiences that 


caſe and happineſs he ever was accuſtom- 


ed to, and when he looks forward, in all 


human probability, neither he nor his 


R 4 generation | 
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generation ever will---Many, I am certain, 
are now open to conviction, and would 
wiſh to retract, but having engaged, they 
are aſhamed ; and rather than abandon a 
principle that they haſtily adopted, prefer 
ſacrificing their lives and fortunes : Dif- 
ference of opinion ever will prevail, but it 
is the very height, nay, the very principle 
of madneſs, not to be open to conviction, 
In hopes that they ſoon may, and a 
permanent union formed between tho 
Mother-country and her colonies, I re- 
wain, 1 
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Er 


Myftic, in New England, 
Nov. 6th, 1778. 


* 


MY DEAR FRIEND. 


| Cannot impute any blame to you, but 
no letter has reached me for an age. 
Your friendſhip for me is ſo ſincere, that 

agreeable to my firſt requeſt on communi- 
cating our literary correſpondence, you no 
doubt have anſwered all my letters; all 
muſt be laid to my preſent ſituation, and 
the want of friends at New-York, to ſend 
em to me. Many officers have receiv- 
d letters; and by our friend, Captain 
P—, who has a ſhort epiſtle from you, 
I have 
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a perfect ſtate of health, and that you al. 


in Norfolk. I do not claim your promiſe 
of anſwering this, but wait till the next, 


find me, for the Congreſs have paſſed a 
reſolve, to march the Convention army 
from the State of Maſſachuſets to Charlot- 
teſville, in the province of Virginia, where 
barracks are erected, and where the troops 
can be more readily ſupplied with pro- 


made known, every one was ſtruck with 
amazement ; but upon reflection, it cet- 
tainly is obvious, that the views of Con- 
greſs, by marching the men eight hundred 


Waſhington has had the humanity to ol 
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I have the happineſs to hear you enjoy 


together reſide at the old family manſion, 


as it is very uncertain where any letter wil 


viſions. 


When this reſolve of Congreſs was 


miles in the depth of winter, would be 
the means of their deſerting in number 
rather than endure ſuch fatigue. Generl 


del 
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der waggons for the women and children ; 


is their being ſo badly cloathed, having 
only the jackets that were made from their 
coats in the winter, whilſt in Canada; 
and what is ſtill more mortifying, a cartel 
ſhip arrived but two days fince from New- 
York, with cloathing for the army : how- 
ever, the men are to be ſupplied with 
ſhoes, ſhirts, ſtockings and cloth leggings, 

and the reſt is to go round to James River, 
in Virginia. General Phillips will aſk no 
favor of General Heath, otherwiſe, I 
think, he could not be ſo diveſted of hu- 


be cloathed; all is now hurry and con- 
fuſion, as the firſt diviſion march the 1oth 
ſtant ; the army is to follow in divi- 


to Cambridge. 


what adds to the diſtreſſes of the ſoldiers, - 


manity, as not to defer the march for a 
week, during which time the men might 


ſions, the ſame as they did from Saratoga 
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money too, to undertake this march, none 
has arrived from New-York, and to add to 
our conſolation, the Commander in Chief 


| his Majeſty's pleaſure, no more hard money 
ſhould be ſent to the Convention army; 
this is, no doubt, with a view that ſo much 
coin as is neceflary for the payment of 


among the Americans, and be an induce- 
ment to detain us longer ; the motive cer- 
tainly 1s very good, but what is to become 


for that, you'll ſay, © private intereſt muſt 


fore we muſt have recourſe to the only 
method of removing the evil, by drawing 
bills on the Paymaſter ; but you are not 
aware of the fad effects attending it, it 
muſt inevitably ruin one half of the offi- 
cers, for it is with great difficulty you can 
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We are in great diſtreſs for want of 


has written to General Phillips, that it is 


our army ſhould not be in circulation 


of poor ſubalterns, who, as it is, can 
ſcarcely ſubſiſt on their pay? No matter 


give way for the public good.” There- 


get 


| 
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can get a- bill diſcounted, and that only in 
paper money, which depreciates ſo exceed- 


value: only imagine, ſince our arrival it 


and a half, and ſo in proportion. 


certainly keep up the credit of the Con- 
greſs money, and make it ſomewhat more 


ingly faſt, that it ſoon loſes a third of its 


is ſo depreciated, that we get ſixty and 
ſeventy dollars for a guinea; but in diſ- 
counting a bill you can with difficulty get 
forty; what with diſcount and deprecia- 
| tion, what a loſs there muſt be upon every 
bill that is drawn. It may certainly be 
judicious in politics, to withhold the pay 
from the troops, but at the ſame time it 
| muſt be highly injurious to fortunes of 
individuals, for J can aſſert it as a fact, 
that for every bill of ten pounds, you do 
not in reallity, get more than ſix guineas 


The inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts would | 


valuable, but the people from the South- 
ward, from the Carolinas and Virginia, 
| > 
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who in the courſe of their large dealings, 
are compelled to take the money in pay- 
ment, ſenſible of the uncertainty of its 
value, wiſh to realize it into ſolid coin; 


therefore think little of the journey, from 
' thoſe diſtant provinces to Boſton, to ex- 
change with our army; they are ſenſible 


of the riſk they run, and are very cautious, 
But as the people to the Southward poſſeſs 
more liberal ſentiments, and know the 


principles of Britiſh officers, they, as we 


walk by, will enter into converſation, and 


frankly aſk if you want any paper dollars? 
They are rather cautious as to the Germans, 


for two German officers not being able to 
get ſo much from a man as they wanted, 
they informed againſt him, and he was 
ſent to priſon in Boſton. Theſe traders 


of paper money are very uncertain, ſome- 


times there will be a ſcarcity of them for 
ſome days, at other times there will be a 


dozen or two at a time; we then ſtick out 


for our exchange „ one day guineas rofe 
bi eee 
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| from twenty-five and twenty-ſix dollars, up 
to thirty-ſix, and I ſhould obſerve to you, 
that when once they riſe, they x never Tall,” 


A feu 505 ſince there was a meeting of 
the Commanding Officers of the ſeveral 
corps, at General Phillips's, to conſult 
upon ſome method of procuring money 
for the different regiments; various were 
the modes propoſed, and the Paymaſter- 
General conſulted; but they could not agree 
upon any, when a Commanding Officer ob- 
ſerved to General Phillips, that it was im- 
poſſible the troops could march without 
money, and he was certain the officers of 
his regiment had not twenty paper dollars 
among them. General Phillips, with a 
warmth that ſpoke his good intentions, 
Jreplied © Good God, Sir, what would you 
have me to do, 1 cannot make money; 
* I wiſh to God you could flit me into 
paper dollars, I would chearfully ſub- 
mit for the good of the troops?“ At laſt. 
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it was reſolved, that the Paymaſter-Ge. 
neral was to uſe his beſt endeavours, in 


immediately diſtributed to the different 
regiments. It is ſufficient to enable the 


go to New-York, in hopes the Commander 
in Chief will iſſue .fome money upon thi 
emergency. 


land, and you would have laughed at his 
diſtreſs, in what manner to depoſit the 
paper dollars, for he was not without his 


| at laſt, he thought the ſafeſt mode would 
be, to ſew it in the lining, according! 


_ 4 


| 


? 
. 
1 

. 
19 


which he ſucceeded, and the next day 
procured a conſiderable fum, which was 


troops to march, and the Paymaſter is to 


It fell to the lot of an officer who i 
quartered with me, to go expreſs with the 
money to the different regiments at Rut- 


apprehenſions of being way-laid, and it 
was then nearly dark. He had ſcarcely 
two hundred pounds ſterling, but that 
ſum in paper dollars, makes a great bulk; 


ordering 
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ordering his ſervant, he ripped open his 
coat, ſewed in the dollars by large parcels 
—and thus accoutred he ſet off, and was 
a welcome viſitor at Rutland—had not 
this ſeaſonable relief arrived, the confuſion - 
would have been very great, as many offi- 
ers, rather than march without, had got 
themſelves arreſted, and were going to 
ſall. 


Were it not for the diſtreſſes of the ſol- 
(ers, I cannot, for my own part, but ſay, 


the his march was rather agreeable, for it 
ut. Enables me to ſee the ſouthern part of 
\merica, which J muſt confeſs, I have a 


ſtrong inclination for, having heard very 
great accounts of thoſe Provinces, and 


ww much ſuperior they are in every re- 
rcely MWpect to this; and it is no unpleaſing 
hat election, after the cruelties and barbari- 


ies the troops have exper ienced ſince 


ould Mur arr wal, that we are quitting ſuch an 
ingly Inhoſpitable country; but in the moſt 
ering Vor. II. 8 flouriſhing 
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flouriſhing times, I find this provina 
was never remarkable for its courteſy to 
ſtrangers. 4 


ſame time aſſuring you, that you ſhall hea 


curs. 
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Being at preſent much taken up in pre. 
paring for this long march, I hope youl 
excuſe the ſhortneſs of this epiſtle, at th 


from me by every opportunity that oe 


Your's, &c, 
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 Sherwood's Ferry, upon the Banks of the 
Delaware, Dec. 10, 1778. 


MY DEAR . 


(Y* my leaving New-England, I 1 joined 
the regiment, juſt as they had croſſed 
| the Connecticut River, at Endfield ; but in 
my way to this place, I and another of- 
ficer, who accompanied me, had a very 
narrow eſcape of being ſent to priſon, for 
| in travelling at night we miſtook our 
road, and got into the town of Springfield, 
which was out of the route laid down for 
us, and is unfortunately the great arſenal 
of all military ſtores for the State of Maſ- 
e N ſachuſetts 
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ly accidental: But theſe Americans wil 
not hearken to reaſon, and no doubt they 
would have found people ready enough to 
ſwear, that we went there either as ſpies 
or to deſtroy their ſtores. 


| Connecticut called Sharon, there 1 is an ex- 


Harvey, and for which he received a pre- 
ſent of twenty pounds from the Society of 
Arts and Sciences. By the turning of One 
wheel the whole is ſet in mos 
are two apartments where the wheat is 
ground; two others where it is bolted, in 
a fifth threſhed, and in a ſixth winnowed; 


beaten and in an adjoining apartment it 


ſachuſets ; happily for us, the landlord of 
the houſe we put up at was a friend to 
Government, who concealed us, and we 
were glad to get away before day-break, not 
but it could be clearly proved it was mere- 


At a ſmall town we e paſſed through in 


ceeding curious mill, invented by one Joel 


on; there 


in another apartment, hemp and flax art 


15 
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is dreſſed; what adds greatly to the in- 
to Ml genuity of this conſtruction 1s, that either 
we branch may be diſcontinued without im- 
ot peding the reſt. 

re- | 5 
e Moſt of the places you paſs through in 
hey Connecticut are called townſhips (as the 


| townſhip of Endfield, Suffield, &c.) which 
| are not regular towns as in England, but 
a number of houſes diſperſed over a large 
tract of ground, belonging to one corpo- 
tion, that ſends members to the General 
Aſſembly of the States. About the centre 


Jod Hof theſe townſhips ſtands the meeting- 
pre- houſe, or church, with a few ſurround- 
ty of MW ing houſes ; ſometimes the church ſtands 


ingly. It! 15 No little mortificetian, when 
fatigued, At 
eat ö enquiring how far it is to ſuch a town, to 
ed, be informed you are there at preſent; but 
owed on enquiring for the church, or any par- 
lax artMticular tavern, you are informed it is ſeven 

nent lt or eight miles further, | 
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J could not help remarking, that the' 
houſes are all after the ſame plan, and 
what was rather ſingular, moſt of then 
were only one half finiſhed, the other half 
having qnly the rough timbers that ſup. 
port the building ; upon enquiry I found, 
that when a man builds a houſe, he leaves 
it in this ſtate till his ſon marries, when 
he fits it up for his family, and the father 
and ſon live ane ng roof, as * _ 


+ 4 + > 


hooks © are ene n © on the out-. 
ſide, and the windows all glazed, they 
have the appearance of being finiſhed, but 
on entering a houſe, you cannot at firſt 
. help lamenting that the owner was unable 
to W it. ws |} 


juſt before we a the North River, Nat 
we came to the town of Fiſh Kill, which" 
has not more than fifty houſes, in the | 
ſpace of near three miles, but this place 
Has been the prancaphl depot of Waſhing: 


ton s 


on's army, where there are magazines, 
oſpitals, workſhops, &c. which form a 
own of themſelves ; they are erected near 


here are a great number of huts, which 
ave been the winter quarters of the Ame- 


aves Mican army, and to which they are ſhortly 
hen Wipected to return for the enſuing winter; 
ther Nhey are a miſerable ſhelter from the ſevere 


nagine, muſt render their troops very 
c>ly, for theſe huts . conſiſt only of 


they tle walls made with uneven ſtones, and 


but Mic intervals filled up with mud and ſtraw, 
furl few planks forming the roof; there is a 
1able himney at one end, at the fide of which 


the door. Near the magazines are ſome 


ell conſtructed barracks, with a priſon, 
ver, rrounded with lofty palliſadoes. In this 


chichhrſon were a number of unfortunate 
\ theſſinds to Government, who were ſeized 
place their plantations, for refuſing to take 
hing- Ie oath of allegiance to the Uni ted States, 
tons 84 and 
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wood, at the foot of a mountain, where 


eather in this country, and I ſhould 
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Americans are ſo oppreſſive, they will not 


ſloops going to New-York, crouded with W } 
the boatmen informed us, had left beauti- 


vated plantations. 


therefore took every precaution to fruſtrate 
upon the arrival of our army at Fill 


army into the middle of the Jerſeys, and 


— — ——— — 
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and who were confined till a ſloop was 
ready to take them to New-York; for the 


let any one remain neuter; and they 
compel every inhabitant, either to take 
the oath, or quit the country. When ve 
croſſed the river, there were two large 


people of this deſcription, many of whom, 


ful houſes, with extenſive, and well culti- Wl 

General Waſhington was not without 
his apprehenſions, that Sir Henry Clinton 
would make ſome efforts to retake us, 
either by an expedition up the North River, 
or in our march through the Jerſeys, and 
any plan that might be concerted, for 


Kill, Gener al Waſhington moved his 


detached 


— — — — 
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| detached a conſiderable body of troops to 
eſcort us, ſo very apprehenſive was he of 
a reſcue, that to each brigade of ours they 

had a brigade of armed men, who marched 
the men in cloſe columns. As to the 
officers they paid little attention, as we 
had ſigned a very ſtrict parole, previous to 
our leaving New-England. Now we have 
paſſed the Delaware, the Penſylvania Mi- 
litia are to guard us, and the brigades that 
eſcorted us through New-York and the 
Jerſeys, return to Waſhington's army. 


In a former letter I delivered my ſenti- 
ments on our having poſſeſſion of the 
North River, and on croſſing it, they were , 
fully confirmed ; for the Americans judging 
it was the plan of the campaign, 1777, to 
| make ourſelves maſters of the North River, 
and thus to ſeparate the Eaſtern from the 
Weſtern States, after the taking of Forts 
Montgomery and Clinton, and our troops 
brocceding ſo far as CEopus, and then re- 


turning 
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turning to New-York, they immediately J 
began to fortify Weſt Point, which is not 
at preſent compleated, but when it is, will 
be impregnable, and effectually prevent any 
fleets paſſing; it being a point of land 
that projects, and makes a winding in the 
river, and at the ſame time narrows it, fo 

as to have the whole command at that 

place, No doubt the Americans made 
choice of this poſt, as the moſt important 
to fortify, and Fiſh Kill as a place the 
beſt calculated for a depot of proviſions 
and other ſtores, as being ſituated on the 
high road from Connecticut, and near the 

North River. It is by this important 
poſt of Weſt Point, that the Americans 
are enabled to keep poſſeſſion of the North 
River, and a communication between the 
5 Northern and Southern Provinces; and 1 

do once more aſſert, not only upon my 
own opinion, but of the Americans them- 
ſelves, that had we kept poſſeſſion of the 
North River, the war would have been 

| by 
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of Great-Britain. 
As we paſſed through the Jerſeys, I was 
the Paſiac River, being totally duterent from 


ſeen. The river 1s-near forty yards wide, 
and runs with a ſwift, but ſmooth current, 


the channel, it falls in one entire ſheet near 
ſeventy feet perpendicular; one end of the 
chaſm or cleft af the rock 1s cloſed up, and 


incredible rapidity, in an acute angle, and 


It winds through ſeveral rocks, and then 
ſpreads in a conſiderable channel. The 
ſpray formed a beautiful rainbow, which 
rendered the ſcene ſuch as left the ima- 
gination nothing to add to its grandeur. 
This extraordinary phenomenon, no doubt, 
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by this time, nearly terminated in favor 


much delighted with the falls that are on 


thoſe of Montmorency, and others I had 


till coming to a deep chaſm, that croſſes 


| at the other, the water ruſhes out with an 


is received! into a large baſon, from whence 
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muſt have been the production of an 


conſiderably heightened the ſcene 1s, ano- 
ther fall, about thirty or forty yards from 
the great one, where the water moſt beau- 


pearance of the high lands that are on one 


although pleaſed with the river and the 
ſurrounding objects, ſtill this idea would i 
preſent itſelf, that the water I was then 
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earthquake. The inhabitants who reſide 
Near it; have a ſtory handed down to them 
of two Indians, who venturing too near 
the falls in a canoe, were carried down the 
precipice and daſhed to pieces. What 


tifully ghdes down ſome ledges of the rock, 
that are two or three feet perpendicular. 


I was much ſtruck at the grandeur of 
the North River, from the majeſtic ap- 


fide of it, and the beautiful meadows in- 
terſperſed with farm houſes on the other, 
What greatly adds to its beauty 1s the 
width, being near a mile and a half acroſs; 


failing 
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failing on, might in a few hours, be at New- 
Yorkwhere every one is continually wiſhing 
to approach. You muſt pardon theſe melan- 
choly reflections, they are the effuſions of 
nature, and will burſt forth but to return 
to my deſcription of the river: It is navi- 
gable from New-York to Albany, for harge 
loops, from whence there is a communi- 
cation by the Mohawk and other rivers 
(except a few carrying places) into the 
moſt interior parts of America, through 


the country of the Six Nations, as far as 
Lake Ontario; then by a continuation of 
the Hudſon, or North River, for they are 
che fame, there is communication with 
the River St. Lawrence, through the Lakes 
George, Champlain, and the river Sorel, 
This river merits the greateſt atten- 
tion, and had not the preſent conteſt | 
aroſe, ſome ſpirited gentlemen had it in 
contemplation, by means of locks and 
canals, to have opened a paſſage for ſmall 
2 68h No doubt, a century hence, there 

will 


* * — 1 
. —— 40 
AA 


222 „ i Ss « _ _ — —— 
© 7 k EEE 425 . . FE 4 4 
- P 0 ” 5 DET 2 9 0 2 
5 hm? * REC rr bs” — — ” —_— & * — - . — 
; —— —— we” 73 2 e — SIN hwy 2 
o We er in, 2 OO. - — 0 5 —2 — 
= — — — — . — 


— — TY — - n 
c 
35 vol e 


* 
- + 0 eh 
— — DE 
* * LG 


2 — 


* _ N 

22 — , 
— 

Ha — — — — 


_ — — = — = 
2 2 rr q r 
4 A 7 one > f1 90 
27 TY p 8 ** 
7 0 3 8 6 4 3 1 
> At oo — 
- 4 „2 ˙ n RY Ar 
. ü wo 
* M 7 4 3 
8 e 
- G — p 
- 


270 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


will be water carriage for ſchooners an 


through, ſeems to be well cultivated; i 
dance of cattle, hogs and poultry. As to 


opportunity of ſeeing thoſe parts, which 
were, before the war, deemed the garden 


people behaved extremely civil and atten- 
tive, and upon leaving them, would ſcarce 
permit us to pay for what we had: from 


ſloops from Quebec to New-York, which 
muſt greatly add to the wealth and con 
merce of AN. 


The finall Part of New-York. we pull 
affords grain of all ſorts ; there are abun- 
the Jerſeys, they marched us ſo much in 
the back ſettlements, that I had not an 
of America. 

We paſſed through a little town calle 
Hopel, before we croſſed the North River, 


which is chiefly inhabited by the Dutch, 
At a houſe where we were quartered, the 


which circumſtance we concluded the) 
welt 
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were friends to Government, and ſome 
officers ' opening their heart, ſpoke very 
| freely about the Congreſs, Waſhington, 
&c. obſerving how great a ſhame it was, 
that we ſhould be put to ſuch expence, 
and that Congreſs ought to pay for us, the 
man went out of the room in a moment, 
and juſt as we were mounting our horſes, 
brought us an enormous bill exorbitant 
in every article, which he inſiſted upon 
being paid, and upon our urging that 
we had paid him what he had demanded, 
he replied, «© Fes, gentlemen, ſo you have, 
but then I thought Congreſs were to de- 
« fray all your expences; now I know you 
are to pay me, I can't take a farthing 
5 © leſs than this bill,” which we were cou- 
pelled to diſcharge ; however, it ſerved as 
a leſſon in future, to be cautious before 
whom we railed againſt Congreſs. 


The Paymaſter, as we expected, joined 
vs in the Jerieys, which has enabled us to 
proceed 


272 INTERIOR TRAVELS: 


proceed on our march, and by whom we 
have received acconnts, that Sir Henry 
Clinton purpoſes to make an exchange of 
priſoners this winter ; a partial exchange, 
as to officers has taken place, and many 
have quitted us; this partiality has given 
much offence, as it is but juſtice, when a 
number are to be exchanged, they ſhould 
draw lots. 
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Hitherto the weather has been remark- 
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1 
— . — 


e 
* Bio 


lf | ably temperate and fine, which 1s extreme- 
'ﬀ | ly fortunate for the men, as they have 
1 1 moſtly ſlept in the woods ; but ſince we 
0 | came into a more populous country, they 
| have ſlept in barns. When we left New- 
| | | England the froſts were very ſevere, here 


we have not any, being ſo much to the 
ſouthward, and in a manner, the further 
we proceed we fall in with the cloſe of 
the Autumn. | 


One morning, as we renewed our march, 
the weather bag remarkably fine, ſome 
officers 
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officers were extolling the beauty of the 
morning, an old woman who was in 
the croud, and overheard him, in the moſt 
violent rage exclaimed, * Well, for my 
« part, I believe God Almighty has turned 
« Tory, to give theſe Britainers ſuch fine 
« weather for their march.” 


At a houſe where I ſlept in the Jerſeys, 
the owner, who was a friend to Govern- 
| ment, had left an exceeding fine planta- 
tion, near Trenton, and retired to this 
place till the termination of the war, made 
heavy complaints of the troops plunder-. 
| ing both friends and foes. He obſerv- 
ed, as to the Britiſh ſoldiers , they only. 
bpilfered poultry and pigs, but the Heſſians 
entered houſes, broke open drawers, taking 
| away plate, cloaths,. and other valuables ; 
but to point out to you what an idea they 
muſt have of plundering fomething, he 
related that he ſaw ſome Germans enter a 


houſe which was abandoned by the owner 1 
„ . in 
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in which they had left an eight day elock 
and a few tables and chairs, that he fhert 


clock, pendulum, and all che lead 
tion to his knapſack and accoutrementz 
to New-York, where the moſt he coul 


dollars. 
he obſerved, that the deſolation of thei ; 


| been committed were publiſhed in all thei 


_ Claſs throughout the colonies, and he col. 
_ cluded with a ſigh, obſerving. that the i. 
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ly after obſerved one of the Germans come 
out of the houſe with the works of the 


weights ; this enormous weight, in addi- 


the fellow had near twenty miles to cary 


poſſibly get for it, would be three or fou 
After he had related this tory 


Jerſeys, which included friends, and mo: 
derate perſons, as well as enemies, hal 
done great injury to our cauſe, as it ha 
united the latter more firmly, and detact 
ed numbers of the former---exaggeratel 
accounts of all the enormities that hal 


prints, which determined thoſe who wer 
wavering, and imbittered the minds of eve 


ſentment 
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fentment, occaſioned by the depredations 
carried on through the Jerſeys, had left 


Pr ovince. 


were Dutch, and they ſeem to retain their 


ing. Before the war they muſt have been 


0. in an affluent and happy ſtate, eſpecially 

hal their farmers, but now they ſow and plant, 
bag and know not who will reap the fruits of 

i their labor, for their grain and other pro- 
rolf duce are taken for the uſe of the con- 

Y tinental army, and in lieu certificates are 
hel 


given to be paid at the Treaſury at Phila- 
delphia ; to many of them, eſpecially thoſe 
they imagine are inimical to their cauſe, 
they have barely left ſufficient for the ſup- 
bort of their families and the ſtock on the 
nene 

mY | 1 2 5 farms 


few, or ſcarce any friends to Britain! in the 


| The inhabitants of New-York, as well 
as the Jerſeys, are chiefly the poſterity of 
the firſt ſettlers in thoſe provinces, who 


principles, induſtry, frugality, and an afſi- 
duous perſeverance i in the means of thriv- 
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farms for the enſuing Winter. Oh de- 
luded Americans, you muſt! be indepen- 
dent, and theſe are the bleſſed fruits of 


| thoſe principles! 


) 


I was much delighted at meeting 2 


bird lately, peculiar to America, termed 


the Mocking- bird, which derives its name 


from imitating the note of every bird 
they hear; its plumage is very ſimple and 
not ſhewy, it is a Summer bird, very dif. 
ficult to bring up, and has a very melodi- 


ous voice, which, in my opinion, would 


far exceed the Bullfinch, if the ſame pains 


were taken with it, from its amazing 
readineſs in catching every note it hears, 
This one I ſaw imitated a cock in ſuch a 
manner, that you could hardly believe 


but that there was a cock cr owing in the 
room. The inhabitants ſay this bird is ſo 


very ſhy, that. if any perſon diſcovers its 


neſt, which is moſtly built in buſhes, and 
looks at its eggs, it will never return again 


t0 
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to the neſt. When a neſt of young ones 
are taken, and put into a cage, they take 
great care to hang it where the mother 
cannot get at it, for if ſhe can, ſhe will 
feed them three or four days, and finding 
ſhe cannot releaſe them flies away, after 
which, the young ones ſhortly die, as in ge- 

| neral they cannot eat what is given them? 
but the inhabitants attribute their death to 
the mother, who, they ſay, the laſt time ſhe 
f. feeds them, contrives to give them poiſon, 
in order to releaſe them from captivity.--- 
If that really is the caſe, it ſhews how re- 
pugnant it is to/the principles of nature, 
to confine any thing, and that ſhe calls 
aloud to partake of the bleſſings of liberty, 
but at preſent it reminds mè of my own. 
ſituation, I muſt 1 drop the ſub- 
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„%%%, in Peyjloan 


ur DEAR FRIEND, wy 


w- was 


TE halt a day or two at "EN town, 
and I cannot fo well employ my 
leifare time as to give you a deſcription of 
our march from the Delaware: we croſſel 
the river in ſcowls, which are flat bottom 
boats, large enough to contain a waggon 
and horſes; they are a ſafe conveyance, 
and moſtly uſed to croſs the rivers in this 
| country, they are rowed with oars upon 

large rivers; but over a creek, which i 


about thee miles Ow this. town, 
1 Called 


. 
{ 
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called: Consſtoga, they pull them acroſs 
by means of IVE, faſtened to FAR. 
Non i 


. you ont over the Delaware, 2 
new country preſents itſelf, extremely 
well cultivated and inhabited; the rad 
are lined with farm houſes, ſome of which 
are near the road, and ſome at a little 
diſtance, and the ſpace between the road 
and houſes is taken up with fields and 
meadows ; ſome of them are built of ſtone, 
two ſtories high, and covered with cedar 
ſhingles, but moſt of them are wooden, 
with the crevices topped with clay; the 
ovens are commonly built a little diſtance 
from the houſe, and under a roof to ſecure 
them againſt the weather. 


105 


4311414 4:5 441 


The farmers 3 in Penſylvania 1 in \ the 
Jerſeys, pay more attention to the con- 
ſtruction of their barns than their dwel- 
ling-houſes, The building 1s nearly as 
| 5 8 4 nl lar ge 
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| large as a common country churth, the 
roof very lofty, and covered with ſhingles, 
declining on both ſides, but not very ſteep, 
the walls are about thirty feet; in the 
middle is the threſhing- floor, and above 
it a loft for the corn unthreſhed; on one 
ſide is a ſtable, and on the other a cow. 
houſe, and the ſmall cattle have their par- 
ticular ſtables and ſtyes; and at the gable 
end of this building there are great gates, 
ſo that a horſe and cart can go ſtrait 
through: thus is the threſhin g- floor, ſta- 
ble; hay-loft, comhouſe, coach-houſe, bee, 
all Under one t 

The trails: are an | Indi 
and hardy people, they are moſt of them 
ſubſtantial, but cannot be conſidered rich, 
it being rarely the caſe with landed people. 
Howev: er, they are well lodged, fed, and 
clad, and the latter at an eaſy rate, as the 
inferior people manufacture moſt of their 


own apparel, both linnens and woollens, 
— — | and 
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and are more induſtrious of bende 
having dur few blacks en em. 


bh a” | 1 LY 5 44803 


They have a curious meta to prevent 
their geeſe from creeping through broken 
incloſures, by means of four little ſticks; 
about a foot in length, which are faſtened = 
croſs ways about their necks. Vou cannot 
imagine how extremely. aukward they ap- 

_ pear, though it is diverting enough- to ſee 
them walk with this ornament; their mode 
preventin g horſes from leaping over their 
incloſures is equally a as curious, they faſten 
round the horſe's neck a piece of wood, at 
the lower end of which is a hook, which, 
catching i in the railing, ſtops the horſe juſt 
as he is riſing to leap over; ſome indeed, 
faſteri the fore and hind foot together, 
which makes them walk {low ; both theſe 


methods are extrelitely dangerous to the 
W eee ee 8 5 
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In New England they have a.very few 
hives of begs, but in this province, almaſt 
every farm houſe has ſeven or eight; it i 
ſomewhat, remarkable they ſhoyld be more 
predominant here, as all the bees upon the 
Continent were originally brought fm 
England to Boſton, about one hundred 
years ago; the bee is not natural do Ame 
rica, for the fiſt planters never obſerve! i 
a ſingle. one in the immenſe tract of 
woods - they cleared, and what I think 
ſtands forth a moſt indubitable proof 
that it is not the Indians, as they ban 
a word in their language for all animals, 
natives of the country, have no won 
for a bee, and therefore they call them 
by the name of the  Engli/hmar's Fh 
On the high road from Philadelphia to 
this town are mileſtones, which are ths 
firſt I, obſerved put up in this country, 
as to the other parts, the inhabitants only 
- compute the diſtance at gueſs. It was no 
| little mortification that we were debarred 
ſeeing 
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ſeeing one of the firſt cities of America 

(Philadelphia) we paſſed within twelve 
miles of it, and ſeveral of us made appli- 
cation to the Commanding Officer who 
eſcorted us, to grant permiſſion for us fo 
ey into the city, | alluring him we would 
upon our honour join the troops at night, 
He was à good-natured man, and nearly 
| complying with our requeſt, but on a ſyud- 
Len ſaid, be really could not, as Congrels 
would be mightily diſpleaſed at it; how- 
ever, we conſole ourſelyes, that on our £- 
change, we V haye an e a 

e it. „ | 


In hs 8 part of our march the 
inhabitants were making of cyder, for in 


to WW almoſt every farm there is a preſs, though 

made in a different manner; ſome make 
Yi © of a wheel made of thick oak plank, : 
nly Wi hich turns upon a wooden axis, by means 


of a horſe drawing it, and ſome have ſtone 
wheels, but they are moſtly of the former. 


In 


| 
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gion with which this province a abounds, 


In travelling through pen ſYlvartiay/ 4 you 
meet with people of almoſt every different 
perſuaſion of religion that exiſts; itt ſhort, 
the diverſity of religions, nations, and lan- 1 


guages here is aſtoniſhing,” at the lame th 


time, the harmony they live in no lch v! 
edifying, notwithſtanding every one, who Ml '9 
wiſhes well to religion, is hurt to ſee the Wl l. 


| diverfity that prevails, and would, by the il tir 
moſt Toothing means, endeavour: to pr. I 
vent it; yet, when the misfortune once an 
: takes place, and there is no longer an Wi 
union of ſentiments, it is nevertheleſs glo- hit 
rious to preſerve an union of affections. me 
and certainly 1t muſt be highly pleaſing Uh 
to ſee men live, though of ſo man) il 
different perſuaſions, yet, to the fame i "© 
Chriſtian | principles, and though not of 
the: fame. religion, ſtill to the great end il | 
of all, the proſperity and welfare of man- i * 
kind. Among the numerous ſe&ts of reli: I ne 


for there are Churchmen, Quakers, | Calvi- 
niſts, 


IN 
11 


you never heard of, called the Dumplers; 
this ſect took its origin from a German, 
who, weary of the world, retired to a very 
ſolitary place, about fifty miles from Phi- 


manners, many were induced to ſettle near 


were accuſtomed to ſing pſalms. 


i- Wl orchard, and between the orchard and the 
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baptiſts, there is a ſect which, perhaps, 


ladelphia, in order to give up his whole 
time to contemplation; ſeveral of his coun- 
trymen came to viſit him in his retreat, 
and by his pious, ſimple, and peaceable 


him, and, in a ſhort time adopting his 
modes, they formed a little colony, which 
they named Euphrates, in alluſion to that 
river upon whoſe borders the Hebrews 


Their little city is built in the form of 
a triangle, and bordered with mulberry. 
„and apple-trees, very regularly planted. 
„In the center of the town is a large 


ranges 
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of wood, and three ſtories high, in theſe 
_ every Dumpler is left to enjoy his medita- 
tions without diſturbance ; theſe contem- 


to more than five hundred; their territory 
en one ſide is a river, on another a piece 


are mountains covered with trees. 
who live ſeparate from the men; the) 
fſleep; twice every day and night they art 


ſummoned from their cells to attend divint 
fervice; as to their religion, in ſome 


1 * " ** me a wage o—i —_— — — — —— 
—— — — . — 227 * * N 


ranges of trees that are planted round the 
borders, are their houſes, which are built 


plative men, in the whole, do not amount 


is nearly three hundred acres in extent, 


of ſtagnated water, and on the other two 


They have women of their community, 


ſeldom ſee each other but at places of Wl 
worſhip, and never have meetings of | 
any kind but for public  buſinels ; s; their 
whole life is ſpent in labor, prayer, and ö 

( 


meaſure, it reſembles the Quakers, fot 
every individual, if he thinks himſelf in- 
ſpared, 
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fired, has a right to Preach. The ſub- 


jects they chiefly diſcourſe upon are hu- 


mility, temperance, charity, and othet 


Chriſtian virtues; never violating that 


day held ſacred amongſt all perſuaſions; : 


they admit of a Hell and a Paradiſe, but 
deny the eternity of future puniſhments. 
As to the doctrine of original ſin, they hold 
it as. impious, blaſphemy, together with 
every tenet that is ſevere to man, deeming 
it mjurious to divinity.---As they allow 


no merit to any but voluntary works, 


baptiſm is only adminiſtered to the adult ; 
nevertheleſs, they think it ſo eſſentially 


neceſſary to ſalvation, as to imagine the 
ſouls of Chriſtians are employed in the 
other world, in the converſion of thoſe 


who have not died under the light of the 


Velpel. 


Religion among the Dumplers, has the 
fame effect philoſophy had upon the 


*toics, rendering them inſenſible to every 
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kind of inſult; they are more paſſive and 


bed, and abuſed, without the leaſt idea of 


conſiſting of a long white gown, from 
: of a hat, a coarſe ſhirt, thick ſhoes, and 


ing thoſe the Turks wear, The men 
wear their beards to a great length, ſotne 
I ſaw were down to the waiſt; at the 


+ paring them to our old ancient bards, the 
' Druids, from their reverential appearance; 
the women are dreſſed ſimilar to the men, 


no meats, not that they deem 1 it unlawful 
but more conformable to the ſpirit of 
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diſintereſted than the Quakers, for they 
will ſuffer themſelves to be cheated, rob- 


en or even a complaint. 


Their dreſs is very ſimple and plein 
whence hangs a hood to ſerve the purpoſes 


very wide breeches, ſomething reſembl- 
firſt fight of them, I could not help com- 


exceptin 8 the breeches. 


Their Ute 18 very abſtemious, and eating 


Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, which they argue has an 


averſion to blood, and upon thoſe grounds 
they ſubſiſt only on we, and wo. 


produce of the earth, 


They follow with great chearfulneſs 


their various branches of buſineſs, in 


* 


ome one of which, every individual par- 
akes, and the produce of their labor is 


Wicpoſited in one common ſtock, to ſupply 
he neceſſities of every individual, and by 
his union of induſtry, they have not only 
ſtabliſhed agriculture and manufactures, 


fficient to ſupport this little ſociety, but 


perfluities for the purpoſes of exchangs . 


Dr as con commodities. 


Though the two 3 live ſeparate, 


ey do not renounce matrimony, but 


oſe who are diſpoſed to it leave the city g 


d ſettle in the country, on a tract of 
nd which the Dumplers have purchaſed 
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for that . purpoſe, the couple are  fup- 
ported at the public expences, which they 
repay by the produce of their labor, and 
their children are ſent to Germany fer 
education. Without this wiſe policy, the 
Dumplers would be little better than 
Monks, and in proceſs of time anni 


hilated. 


Although there are fo many ſects, and 
ſuch a difference of religious opinions i 
this province, it is furprizitg the harmony 
which ſubſiſts among them; they conſide 
themſelves as children of the fame fathe 
and live like brethren, becaufe they hat 
the liberty of thinking like men, to ti 
pleaſing harmony, in a great meaſure, 8 
to be attributed the rapid and flouriſhnf 
ſtate 'of Penſylvania, above all the oth 
provinces. Would to Heaven that ha 
mony was equally as prevalant all over tit 


ode ; if it was, I think Yr 11 acquief 
wit 
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with me in opinion, that it would be for 
the general welfare of mankind. 


An officer who is exchanged, and go- ' 
ing to New-York, having ſent for my 
letters, I muſt haſtily conclude, aſſuring 
you, I am So | 


Yours, &c. 
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Waſhington's army, when they were et- 
camped at Valley-Forge. I imagine it ws 
the intention of the Americans, that thi 
bridge ſhould remain as a triumphal me- 


in the middle arch was General Waſhing 
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Lancaſter, in Penſylwania, 
Dec. 17, 1778. 


Mur DEAR FRIEND, 


N our way hither, we croſſed the Skuyl- 
* kill, over the bridge built by Generd 


mento, for in the center of every arch 
engraved in the wood, the names. of the 
principal Generals in their country; a 


ton's, with the date of the year: thi 
brich 
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they were OR to quit their en- 
NE | 


Forge, which had been conſtructed by the 
Americans; and as we waited till late the 
next day for the delivery of provifions bes 
fore we marched, I had a full opportunity 
to reconnoitre the whole camp: on the 


the mound not four feet high, very nar- 
with cannon ; two redoubts were alſo be- 


gun, but not compleated, the Skuylkill 


covered by an impaſſable precipice formed 
by Valley Creek; having only a narrow 


was by no means difficult of acceſs, for the 
U 3 RS 


bridge was built to preſerve a communi- 
cation, and to favor a retreat, in caſe 


Our troops lept in the huts at Valley- | 


eaſt and ſouth ſide were entrenchments, 
with a ditch fix feet wide and three deep, 


row, and eafily to have been beat down 


was on the left, and as I before obſerved, 
with a bridge acroſs ; the rear was moſtly | 


paſſage near the Skuylkill : this camp 
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right was attainable, and in one part of 
the front the aſcent was ſcarcely to be 
perceived, the defences were exceedingly | 
weak, and this is the only inſtance I ever 
ſaw of the Americans having ſuch light 
works, theſe being ſuch as a ſix-pounder 
could eaſily have battered down; the 
ditches were not more than three feet deep, 
and ſo narrow, that a 3 roight 
with eaſe * over. 


A Loyal, xt hole but I was quar- 
tered, at Valley Forge, and who reſided | 


| there at the time Waſhington” s army was 


encamped, told me, that when General 
Waſhington choſe that ſpot for his Win- 
ter quarters, his men were obliged to 
build them huts with round logs, fill the 


interſtices with clay, and cover them 


with looſe ſtraw and dirt, very uncom- | 
fortable, as the ſhelter was not ſecure 
from the weather, where the men ſuffered | 


exceedingly from the inclemency of the 1 
ſeaſon, | 
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| keaſon, the camp diſorder raged among 
them, the greater part of them were in a 


manner naked at that ſevere ſeaſon of the 


year; many without ſhoes and ſtockings, | 
and very few, except. the Virginia troops, 


with the neceſſary cloathing : his army 


was waſting away by ſickneſs, that raged 


with extreme mortality in-all his different 
hoſpitals, which are no leſs than eleven, 


and without the eſſential medicines to : , ny 


heve them; his army was likewiſe di- 


miniſhed by conſtant deſertions in com- 
panies, from ten to fifty at a time, that at 


one period, it was reduced to four thou- 
ſand men, and thoſe with propriety could 


not be called effective. The 2 6 


from being conſtantly expoſed 


ſhowers of rain and falls of ſnow, on 


day and night, were in ſach a condi- 


tion, that many of them died, and 


the reſt were © emaciated, as to be. unfit 
for . labor, had he been attacked and 
repyiſed, he muſt have left behind all 


4 his 
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his artillery, for want of horſes to con | 


a 

it; in addition to all theſe diſtreſſes, WI + 
Waſhington had not in his camp, at Wl « 
any one time, a week's proviſion for:man f 
and horſe, and ſometimes he was "ny q 
us 1 
| The Loyaliſt greatly cenſure General Ml « 
Howe, in ſuffering Waſhington. to con- a 
tinue in this weak and dangerous ſtate r 
from December till May, and equally Wi h 

: aſtoniſhed what could be the motive he = 1 
did not attack, ſurround, or take by fiege, Ml c 
the whole army, when the ſeverity of the Wl h 
weather was gone—they expected that in ll 
the months of March, April, and May, I 
they ſhould hear of the camp being ſtorm- e 
ed or beſieged. Certainly the ſituation af Wl ft 
It favored either, for on the left was the Wl i: 

_ Skuylkill, that was impaſſable; but over Wl a 
the bridge, on the rear, 140 Valley Creek, 5 
: with the precipice and narrow Pals; on 5 u 
the e pght, and in the front, it could be i 6 


= | approached 
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approached on equal terms; by poſting 
two thouſand men on a commanding 
ground, near the bridge on the North 
fide of the Skuylkill, it would have ren- 
dered the eſcape of che enemy on the left 
impoſſible. Two thouſand poſted on a 
like ground oppofite the narrow pals, 
effectually prevented a retreat by tlie rear, 
and five or ſix thouſand men placed on the 
right and in the front of his camp, would 
have deprived them of flight on thoſe - 
fides ; the poſitions were ſuch, that if any 
corps were attacked, they could inſtantly 
have been ſupported ; under all theſe fa: 
vorable circumſtances, ſucceſs was to be 
little doubted ; but it ſhould ſeem that 
General Howe was oy in the ſame 
ſituation as General Burgo , reſpecting 
intelligence, « obtaining none e could place 
a perfect reliance on. In fa6 the Ames 
ricans have a moſt c Wesen over 
us this war in that reſpect, our poſt and 
dual, 3 even ſecret marches, with 
their 
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their intentions,. are made known to Ge. 
neral Waſhington by the inumerable ſpies 
and ſecret enemies who come into our 
camp and lines, under the ſpecious cha- 
racter of Loyaliſts ; it is quite the reverſt 
with him, every man who enters his camp 
is known to ſome one or other, as his 
army is compoſed of troops from every 
province. __ 


The Loyaliſts in Penſylvania generally 
accuſe General Howe with ungrateful con- 
duct, in abandoning Philadelphia, after 

all the aſſiſtance they had given him, and 
not having, during the Winter, endeavor- 
ed to diſlodged General Waſhington at 

Valley Forge, ſuffering the enemy to har- 
raſs and diſtreſs the loyal inhabitants on 
every ſide of the Britiſh lines, deſtroying 

their mills, ſeizing their grain, horſes and 

_ cattle, impriſoning, whipping, branding 
and killing the unhappy people, devoted to 
the cauſe of their Sovereign, who, at eve!) 

= = riſque, 


— A — 2 — . - — — 4 I * — 
< 2 8 5 he by + 
— / 2 
E r Eo i i II Pac i FS 
_ , 4 4 
F 
= „ 1 26 al 3 


2% — — —— 
jy * 


THROUGH AMERICA. 299 


riſque were daily ſupplying the army, navy, 
and Loyal inhabitants within the lines, 
with every neceſſary, and luxury the 
country afforded. "ont 


Indeed, the Loyaliſts of Penſylvania are 
greatly to be pitied, for they have been 
much perſecuted ſince our troops evacuted 
Philadelphia, their loyalty is greatly abated, 
as they conceive themſelves made a facri- 
fice of by the conduct of General Howe, 
and are fo exceeding incenſed, and violent 
| againſt him, they do not heſitate to ſay, 
that in eaſe and comfort, 1 in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, he cared little for military fame 
or glory ; that he neglected his duty to his 
King and country, that he neglected the 
intereſt and ſafety of the country he was 
ſent to protect, and that his whole conduct 
vas founded on private intereſt and am- 
bition; you ſhall not know.my ſentiments 
'till we meet. 


At 
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At a poor farm houſe I was quartered a 
the night before we came into this town, 


was much ſurprized when it grew dark, U 


ſee the landlady bring in a couple of gre 
wax-candles, which at firſt we really tod 


them to be; but lo! they were made fron 


the berries of a tree, which is called th 


tallow thrub, as they produce a kind d 


wax or tallow ; this plant grows in Eng. 


land, and known by the name of th 


candleberry tree. The method of makin 


the fat from theſe berries, is by gathering 
them late in the Autumn, then they at 
put into a pot of boiling water; of coul 


the fat melts out, and floats on the fur. 


face, which is ſkimmed off, and this pro 


ceſs is continued, till there is no fat let 


when congealed, it has a green diry 


color, but after refined, becomes perfect 


tranſparent; with this they manufactur 


their candles; they were formerly much 
uſed, but before the war, they could pri- 
cure tallow in great abundance, and. there 


folk 
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fore uſed 1t in preference, as the time for 
gathering the berries and preparing them, 
ſcarcely repays the trouble, Now the poor 


I them, as no tallow is imported, and all 


berries ; they do not eaſily bend or melt in 
Summer, as common candles, they burn 
better and ſlower, and when extinguiſhed, 


an agreeable odour. 
The town of Lancaſter is the largeſt in- 
and Iriſh, there are ſome few good houſes, 


handſome, nor agreeable ; however the 
markets are plentifully ſupplied with all 


cellent, 


inhabitants are obliged to have recourſe to 
the cattle is taken for the ſupply of the 


army. There are many qualities apper- 
taining to the candles made from their 


land town in America, it contains at leaft 
ten thouſand inhabitants, chiefly Germans 


and excluſive of thoſe, it appears neither 


forts of proviſion, and the cyder is very ex- 
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cellent, the neareſt to En gliſh of any 1 met 
with 1 in America. 


Moſt of the houſes before the door 
haue an elevation, to which you aſcend by 
ſteps from the ſtreet, reſembling a {mall 
balcony with benches on both ſides, where 
the inhabitants ſit and enjoy the freſh air, 
and view the people paſſing ; moſt of them 
have ſtoves ſimilar to thoſe of the Ca- 


| nadians. 


This town, before the commencement 
of theſe unhappy troubles, carried on a 
conſiderable trade with Philadelphia, and 
the frontier ſettlements ; now it has ſcarcely 
ſufficient to ſupply the inhabitants, and 
the neighbouring farms; it is really a diſ- 
treſſing circumſtance, to ſee ſuch a popu- 
lous, and no doubt, flouriſhing town, 
once a ſcene of buſtling induſtry, now 
in a ſtate of ſupineneſs, the ſhopkeep- 
| ers lolling and ſmoaking at their doors, 
| thei 
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their ſhops which were overflowing with 
forts of commodities, ſcarcely contain 
more than Shakeſpere's Apothecary's © a 
* beggarly account of empty boxes, un- 
leſs indeed, ſome French frippery, which 
the inhabitants will not purchaſe; the 
only little ſign of trade that I could per- 
ceive, was among ſadlers and gunſmiths, 
who were making materials for the Conti- 
nental army: — This unhappy war has 
thrown the Americans into ſuch a ſtate, 
that it will be a century before they can 
recover from it. 7 18 


The town of Lancaſter has no building 
of any conſequence, except the Lutheran 
church, which, is only built of brick, 
the inſide has a moſt magnificent appear- 
ance; the large galleries on each ſide, the 


| ſpacious organ- loft, ſupported by Corin- 


thian pillars, are exceedin guy beautiful, 
and there are pillars of the Tonic order, 
from the galleries to the roof. The altar- 

piece 


piece 1s very elegantly ornamented ; the 
whole of the church, as well as the or: 
gan, painted white with gilt decorations, 


greatly reminded me of the chapel at 


which are of an amazing circumference, 


ever ſeeing an organ of this conſtruction, 


| ful for the dome; but then they had only 
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which has a very neat appearance; it 


Greenwich Hoſpital ; the organ is reckon- 


ed the largeſt and beſt in America, it was 1 


built by a German, who reſides about NI 


| ſeventeen miles from Lancaſter, he made no 


every individual part of it with his own WW: 
hands; it was near ſeven years in com- Wy 
pleatin g; the organ has not only every de 

pipe and ſtop that is in moſt others, but yo 


it has many other pipes to ſwell the baſs, 
and theſe are played upon by the feet, 


there being a row of wooden keys that the 
performer treads on. I do not recollect 


except thoſe of the Savoy Chapel and St. 
Paul's; in the latter they are ſhut up as the 


vibration of ſound was found too power- 


four 
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four or five of theſe wooden keys, whereas 
this organ has a dozen: the man who 
ſhewed the inſtrument played on it, and 
the effect of theſe keys was aſtoniſhing, it 
abſolutely made the very building ſhake. 
It is the largeſt, and I think the fineſt 
I ever ſaw, without exception; and 
when you examine it, you wonder it did 
not take up the man's whole life in con- 
ſtructing; to eſtimate its goodneſs and 
value, I ſhall only tell you it coſt two 
thouſand five hundred pounds ſterling ; to 
you who are ſo muſical, what a treat 
would 1t be to be here a few hours only, 
unleſs indeed, you would think a few 
more not thrown away entirely, when 
allotted to 8 


Yours, &c. 
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1 


E 


5 F. rederick-Town, in Morylad, {c 
Dec. 25th, 1778. 


AT w 

| ERODED _—_ fc 

MY DEAR FRIEND, OD, B 

| rr BR we left Lancaſter, we eroſl b. 

3 the Suſquehannah, which, thought m 

| wide. broad, and beautiful river, is el: h 
0 tremely dangerous, on account of the n. 

pidity of the current, and innumerable 

art 


ſmall rocks that juſt make their appearanc 
above the ſurface; in croſſing it we wet 


not without our fears, for a ſcowl, belong 
ing to the ſecond brigade, in which Loft 
Torphinchin, and a number of offices 
and ſoldiers of the twenty-firſt regimell 

5 wi 
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was near being loſt by ſtriking on one of 
theſe rocks ; this river falls into the Cheſa- 
peak and forms the head of that vaſt water; 
which, though one of the largeſt and moſt 
beautiful rivers in America, is the leaſt 
uſeful, as it is not navigable above twelve 
or fifteen miles at the fartheſt, for ſhips 
of any burthen, and above that ſcarcely 
ſo for canoes; the utility of this river 
would be great, if the navigation, even 
for canoes was practicable, as the ſource 
of the caſt branch of this river is in the 
Mohawk country, and from thence to the 
i mouth in the Cheſapeak, 18 near ſeven 

hundred miles. . 


After we croſſed the Suſquehannah, we 
arrived at York-town, which was ſome time 
the ſeat of Congreſs ; this 1s reckoned the 
cond inland town in America, 1t is not 
near ſo large as Lancaſter, but much plea- 
ſanter, being ſituated on Codorow-creek, 
a prevey ſtream which falls into the Seque- 
X 2 5 hannah; 
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hannah; this town contains between two 
and three thouſand inhabitants, chiefly i * 
Iriſh, intermixed with a few Germans; 
here was formerly more trade than in ; 
Lancaſter, and notwithſtanding the trou- : 
bles, it has ſtill more the appearance 
of it; as we came into the - town at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and march- ' 
ed the next morning, you may eaſily . 
imagine I had but little time to make any : 
very particular obſervations ; but in walk- 
ing about, I ſaw the Court-houſe and a 
few churches, which are very neat brick | 
buildings, and I remarked the houſes were 5 
much better built, and with more regu-M h. 
larity than at Lancaſter; of the tyo .1 
though York 1s conſiderably leſs than tie . 
other, I ſhould give it the Preference for I n. 


Yikes of reſidence. 


As J obſerved in a former letter, it ws 
with a view and hope that the men would 
deſert, chat the Congreſs marched us 4 
| thi 
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this inclement ſeaſon ; numbers have an- 
ſwered their wiſhes, eſpecially the Ger- 
mans, who ſeeing in what a comfortable 
manner their countrymen live, left us in 
great numbers, as we marched through 
New-York, the Jerſeys and Penſylvania; 
among the number of deſerters is my ſers 
vant, who, as we left Lancaſter, ran from 
me with my horſe, portmanteau, and every 
thing he could take with him. I did not 
miſs him till night, as I concluded he was 
with the baggage waggons ; the. next 
morning I obtained permiſſion from the 
officer that eſcor ted us, to return back 1 in 
purſuit of him, as I had reaſons to ſuppoſe 
he was going back to New-England ; in 
the afternoon, on the other ſide of Lan- 
caſter, I met the firſt brigade of the Ger- 


| mans, who were marching into the town. 


Being acquainted with Colonel Mingen, 
who commanded, he enquired if I had or- 
ders for him, but telling him the purport 
of my return, he informed me that he had 

X 3 


met 
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met my ſervant that morning, juſt as they | 
were going to march; he enquired of him 
how I did, and the reaſon of his returning, 
when the fellow ſaid I was very well, 
and that I deſired my compliments to 
« him, if he ſhould meet him, and that 
be he was returning for a pair of ſaddle. 
bags that he left behind on the road.“ 
After this I thought any purſuit in vain, 
therefore returned back to the regiment, 
who, by this time, had arrived in this 
town. 


We have been greatly perplexed in our 
march through the different provinces, by 
the dollars being of ſuch various value; in 
ſome it is only ſix ſhillings, in others 
ſeven, ſeven and ſixpence, and eight ſhil- 

lings. The provinces entertain little opi- 

nion as to the value of their neighbours 
money, as it will not paſs in the next 
province ; the New-York money will not 
pals in the Jerſeys, nor that of the Jerſeys 
mn 


THROUGH AMERICA. 311 


in Penſylvania, and ſo on. The Congreſs 


money is taken throughout the whole of 
them, but there are ſome provinces which 


deem their own money of more real value 
than that of Congreſs, and take it in pre- 
ference, not that they dare refuſe the other, 
as it would be deemed high treaſon. 


Till our arrival at this place, we have 
had the moſt delightful weather imagin- 


able, but yeſterday morning there came on 
a moſt violent ſnow ſtorm, and which laſt- 


ed the whole day; it was as ſevere as any 
I ever ſaw in Canada; the ſnow is up to 
one's knees, which has rendered the Po- 


towmack ſo dangerous, that we are wait- 


ing here till it either freezes over, or be- 


comes paſſable, the firſt br igade are for- 
tunate, for by this time, they are arrived 


at Charlotteſ V ille. 


F rederick Town is a fine large town, 


and has a very noble appcarance, as the 
CV 
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houſes are moſtly formed of brick and 
ſtone, there being very few timber build 
ings in it; it contains near two thouſani Pr 
inhabitants, chiefly Germans, quite in- ſtr 
land, the neareſt port being George Town ric 
which is fifty miles diſtant, the only river, Ml hi 
which is the Potowmack, is eight mile Ml off 
from the town. th 


About four miles before you enter it, MW! 
you croſs the Monoccacy Creek, which, E. 
without a guide to ſhew the ford, a pa 
ſtranger muſt inevitably be carried down w. 
the ſtream ; this ford is in the form of a Han 
creſcent, and made with large looſe ſtones, Wo 
that a horſe is in continual danger of fall- Wric 
ing; the water, in general, is up to the ¶ ſe. 
ſkirts of the ſaddle, and after the leaſt fall Nhe 

of rain, it is impaſſable for ſome hours; War 
there is a ferry-boat, but it is ſo badly Mw 
attended, and in ſuch a ſhattered ſtate, of 
that you are airaid to venture in it. ct 


Tan 
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I am quartered at the houſe of a Mr. 
MMurdo, who is the Commiſſary of 
proviſions in this town, and, although 
ſtrongly attached to the cauſe of the Ame- 
ricans, poſſeſſes very philanthropic ideas, 
his treatment and polite behaviour to the 
officers quartered at his houſe, truly mark 
the gentleman and man of the world. -His 


England, he has been engaged for ſome time 
paſt among his friends and relations, he 
would ſtay at home, and entertain us with 


4 Wan excellent Chriſtmas dinner, not even 
s, forgetting plumb-pudding. If the Ame- 
l- Wricans in general poſſeſſed ſuch liberal 


war, and which have branded the name 


can obliterate, no merit expunge. 


attention is ſuch, that although for this day, 
it, which is as much a day of feſtival as in | 


ſentiments, it would prevent the many 
horrid barbarities and perſecutions which 
ariſe in conſequence of this unnatural 


of America with an odium, that no time 


1Tnow 
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I now experience what has been often 
told me, that the further I went to the 
ſouthward, I ſhould find the inhabitants 
poſſefs more liberality and hoſpitality, 

I reman e 


Your's, &c. 
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LE TTX 1K 


TFones's Plantation, near Charlottefville, 
in Virginia, Jan. 20, 1779. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


F E R weleft Frederick Town, we 
croſſed the Potowmack River with 
imminent danger, as the current was very 
rapid, large floats of ice ſwimming down 
it, though the river was only half a mile 
wide, the ſcowl that I croſſed over in had 
ſeveral narrow eſcapes ; at one time it was 
quite faſtened in the ice, but by great ex- 
ertions of the men in breaking it, we made 


good our landing on the oppoſite ſhore, 
near a mile lower than the Ferry. 


The 
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' The difficulty of croſſing was only a 

1 | fore-runner of the hardſhips and fatigue 

{| we were to experience on our entering 

|| Virginia; for on our march to this place, 

| | the men experienced ſuch diſtreſſes, a 

$ | were ſevere in the extreme ; the roads were 

5 i exceedingly bad from the late fall of ſnow, 

| which was encruſted, but not ſufficiently to 

Y bear the weight of a man, ſo we were con- 

| tinually finking us up to our knees, and 

j | cutting our ſhins and ancles, and, perhaps, 

"| after a march of ſixteen or eighteen mile 

1 in this maner, at night the privates had to 

j | ſleep in woods; after their arrival at the 

1 | place of deſtination, the officers had to 

| ride five or fix miles to find a hovel to 

| reſt in. m 
N 05 
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But on our arrival at Charlotteſville, no m 

pen can deſcribe the ſcene of miſery and N cc 

confuſion that enſued; the officers of the q 

firſt and ſecond brigade were in the town, I n. 

and our arrival added to their 9 20 
his 
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mis famous place we had heard ſo much 
of, conſiſted only of a Court-houſe, one 
tavern, and about a dozen houſes; all of 


which were crowded with officers, thoſe of 


our brigade therefore, were obliged to ride 
about the country, and entreat the * | 


bitants to take us in. 


As to the men, the ſituation was truly 
horrible, after the hard ſhifts they had 
experienced in their march from the Po- 
towmack, they were, inſtead of comfort- 
able barracks, conducted into a wood, 


where a few log huts were juſt begun to 


over to ſecure themſelves from the incle- 
mency of the weather as quick as they 


be built, the moſt part not covered over, 
and all of them full of ſnow; theſe the 
men were obliged to clear out, and cover 


could, and in the courſe of two or three 
days rendered them a habitable, but by 
no means a comfortable retirement ; what 
added greatly to the diſtreſſes of the men, 


Was 
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was the want of proviſions, as none had 
as yet arrived for the troops, and for fir 
days they ſubſiſted on the meal of Indian 
corn made into cakes. The perſon who 
had the management of every thing, in- 
formed us that we were not ex . till 
Spring. 


Never was a country fo deſtitute of 
every comfort, proviſions were nat to be 
purchaſed for ten days; the officers fub- 
fiſted upon falt pork, and Indian corn 

made into cakes, not a drop of any kind 


of ſpirit, what little there had been, was 


already conſumed by the firſt and ſecond 
brigade; many officers, to comfort them- 
felves, put red pepper into water, to drink 
by way of cordial. 


Upon a a of our fituation, 
by Brigadier General Hamilton, to Colo- 
nel Bland, who commanded the American 
ger he promiſed to render the fitua- 
tion 


in- 
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tion of the men as comfortable as poſſible, 
and with all expedition. As to the offi- 


cers, upon ſigning a parole, they might 


go to Richmond and other adjacent towns, 


to proeure themſelves quarters, according- 


ly a parole was ſigned, which allowed a 


circuit of near one hundred miles. And 
after the officers had drawn lots, as 
three were to remain in the barracks 


with the men, or at Charlottiſville, the 


principal part of them ſet off for Rich- 
mond, many of them are at plantations, 
twenty or thirty miles from the barracks. 
I am quartered with Major Maſter and 
four other officers of our regiment, at this 


plantation, about twenty miles from the 


barracks; the owner has given up his 


houſe, and gone to reſide at his everſeer's, 


and for the uſe of his houſe, we pay him 
two guineas a week. 


on the arrival of the troops at Charlot- 


teſville, the officers, what with vexation, 


and 
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and to keep out the cold, drank rather 
freely of an abominable liquor, called 
peach brandy, which, if drank to exceſs, 
the fumes raiſe an abſolute delirium, and 
in their cups, ſeveral were guilty of deeds 
that would admit of no apology, the in- 
habitants muſt have actually thought us 


mad, for in the courſe of three or four 


days, there were no leſs that ſix or ſeven 
duels fought. 7 


Colonel Bland, who commands the 


American troops, was formerly a phyſi- 
cian, at a place called Peterſburg, on the 


James River, but on the commencement 


of the war, as being ſome way related to 


Bland, 'who wrote a military treatiſe, he 
felt a martial ſpirit ariſe in him, therefore 
quitted the Aſculapian art, and at his 
on expence raiſed a regiment of light 


horſe. As to thoſe troops of his regi⸗ 


ment with Waſhington's army, I can- 


not ſay any thing, but the two that the 


Colonel 
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Colonel has with him here, for the pur- 
| poſes of expreſſes and attendance, are the 
moſt curious figures you ever ſaw ; ſome, 
like Prince Prettyman, with one boot, others 
leſs fortunate, without any; ſome hoſeleſs, 
with their feet peeping out of their ſhoes ; 
others with breeches that put decency to 
the bluſh ; ſome in ſhort jackets, ſome in 
long coats, but all have fine dragoon caps, 
and long ſwords ſlung round them, ſome 
with holſters, ſome without, but gadamercy 
piſtols, for they have not a brace and a half 

among them, but they are tolerably well 

mounted, and that is the only thing you 

can advance in their favor; the Colonel is 

ſo fond of his Dragoons, that he reviews 


4s and manceuvres them every morning, and 
1 whenever he rides out, has two with drawn 
his ſwords before, and two behind ; it is really 
oht laughable to ſee him thus attended with his 

be 1 agged regiment, which looks, to borrow 
ſe Phakeſpeare's idea, as if the gibbets had 
* peen robbed to make it up -then the Co- 
il ſonel himſelf, notwithſtanding his martial 


Vor. II. * ſpirit 
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ſpirit, has all the grave deportment, as 
he y was going to a conſultation, 


The houſe that we ceſide in is ſituate 
upon an eminenee, commanding a proſpet 
of near thirty miles around it, and th 
face of the country appears an immenk 
| foreſt, interſperſed with various plants 
tions, four or five miles diſtant from ead 
other; on theſe there is a dwelling-houk 
in the center, with kitchens, ſmoke-houk 
and out-houſes detached, and from th 
various buildings, each plantation has th 
appearance of a ſmall village; at fon 
little diſtance from the houſes, #} 
peach and apple orchards, &c. and fea 
tered over the plantations are the negro 
huts and tobacco-houſes, which are lard 
| built of wood, for the cure of that artick 


The houſes are mol ö t of them built 
wood, the roof being covered with inge 
and not always lathed and plaſtered ml 


- 


In, only thoſe of the better i that a 
5 ts killt 
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fniſhed | in that manner, and painted on 
the outſide; the chimneys are often of 
brick, but the generality of them are wood, 
coated in the inſide with clay; the wins 
dows of the better ſort are glazed, the reſt 


have only: wooden ſhutters. 


The fences and encloſures in this pro- 
vince are different from the others, for 
hoſe to the northward are made either of 
ſtone or rails let into poſts, about a foot 
aſunder ; here they are compoſed of what 
$ termed fence rails, which are made out 
f trees cut or ſawed into lengths of about 
welve feet, that are mauld or ſplit into 
ails from four to fix inches diameter. 


When they form an incloſure, theſe rails 
e laid ſo, that they croſs each other 
bliquely at each end, and are laid zig Zag 
d the amount of ten or eleven rails in 
icht, then ſtakes are put againſt each 
ner, double acroſs, with the lower 
ds drove a little into the ground, 
1 2 and, 


> l 


double the ſize of the others, which is 


locks up the whole, and keeps the fene 
firm and ſteady. 


eight feet high, they are not very ſtrong 


8 4 Y pus 2 , 
— — 2 bays — — * . 
2 TREE . ˖—·— 


—— 
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neceſſary; from a mode of conſtructing 


New-Englanders have a ſaying, when! 
man is in liquor, he is making. Virgini 
fences. JEEP 41 * 


P 


by cutting a circle round the tree throug 


324 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


and above theſe ſtakes is placed a rail of 


termed the rider, wh-.ch, in a manner 


Theſe encloſures are generally ſeven « 


but convenient, as they can be removed to 
any other place, where they may be mon 


theſe encloſures in a zig zag form, thi 


Their manner of clearing the land if 


the bark quite to the wood, before the f 
riſes, which kills it ; they. then clear 1 

ſmall bruſn- wood and cultivate the grouil 
leaving the trees to rot ſtanding, wh 
happens in a very gew years; and al 

receiui 
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receiving the circular wound, they never 
more bear leaves; a large field in this ſtate 
has a very ſingular, ſtriking, and dreadful 
appearance, it ſhould ſeem dangerous to 

walk in them, for the trees are of a pro- 
digious magnitude and height, from which 
are impending in awful ruins vaſt Iimbs, 
and branches of an enormous ſize, which 
are continually breaking off, and fre- 
quently whole trees are falling to the 
ground with a moſt horrible craſh, the 
ſound of which is greatly encreaſed and 
protracted by the ſurrounding echoes : yet 
I am informed, notwithſtanding the dan- 
| ger, few accidents happen from them, 
except to cattle. 


Upon our informing the Commiſſary of 
Proviſions where we were quartered, he 
gave us an order upon a Colonel Cole, 
who reſides about four miles diſtant, to 
ſupply us, he being appointed to collect 
for the uſe of the Congreſs in this diſtrict, 


. who 
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who, upon application, ſent us about: 
month's proviſion of flour and falt | pork 
for ourſelves and ſervants. As the cart 
with the proviſions came through the 
plantation, I was much ſurprized to foe 
all the cattle, horſes, ſheep, and hogs fol. 
lowing it, nor could the driver keep then 
off, till he eame to the houſe. I found 
this was to lick the barrels which con- 
1 the falt meat. I R 


The inhabitants | throghout America t 
whoſe habitations are at any great diſ. 
tance from the ſea or ſalt-water, give 
their cattle and horſes ſalt once or twice a 
week, with which they are ſatisfied, but 
here they were ſo diſtracted after it, as to 
tick the earth where there has been any pot 
liquor in which ſalt meat has been boiled 
till they have licked up all the faline parti- 
| cles, and if a horſe that has been rode hard, 
and in a ſweat, is turned out with others 

[1310 2 . the 


4 
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they each inftantly ſurround and lick 


him. 
ene boo ag n | 
he WY Nature ſeems to have prompted theſe 


fee animals by inftin&t, as if ſenſible theſe 
ol- aline particles were abſolutely neceſſary to 
em correct the acidity ariſing from a ſuper- 
nd abundant accumulation in the ſtomach of 


the vegetable juices ; the inhabitants there- 
fore not only give them {alt as medicinal, 
and to promote their encreaſe of fleſh, but 


ca to render them gentle and tame, and to 
if. MW allure them to viſit their plantations; 
ive WM otherwiſe, as they are not deficient in pro- 
$a MW vender in Winter, they would run wild 
but WW and roam beyond the reach of their 
to owners, in theſe immenſe woods; yet 
pot I notwithſtanding this precaution, - great 
led; numbers do run at large entarely. wild, 
rti- and have no Proprietors, but thoſe on 
rd; MN whoſe lands they are found. 16403 en 
ers, | Sept | 1 
bey Y 4 _.- Moſt 
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Moſt perſons who are in poſſeſſion d 
any conſiderable plantation, have what i 
called a right in the woods, by which the 
are entitled to a certain proportion of the 
ewe cattle that run wild, which they cu 

diſpoſe of, or transfer as affixed property; 

there is no other criterion to aſcertain then 
but by branding, or putting ſome mark 
on them; each perſon differs in this, ani 
they are recorded in the county court, ſuch 
property is further ſecured by an act d 
the aſſembly, which made it felony, t 
alter or Getare the marks. 


_— | 


„ — S Lu 


855 Moſt of the planters 2 the care a 
their plantations and negroes to an over 
ſeer, even the man whoſe houſe we rent 
has his overſeer, though he could wit 
eaſe ſuperintend it himſelf; but if the 
Poſſeſs a few. negroes, they think it be 
neath their dignity, added to which, the 
are ſo abominably lazy. III give ya 


, = 


=> 
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4 ketch of this man' 8 general way of * 
"_ 


He riſes about eight o'clock, drinks, 


what he calls a julep, which is a large 
glaſs of rum, ſweetened with ſugar, and 
then walks, or more generally rides round 
his plantation, views his ſtock, in- 
ſpects his crops, and returns about ten 
o'clock to breakfaſt on cold meat, or ham, 
fried hommony, - toaſt and cyder; tea and 
coffee is ſeldom taſted, but by the women. 


He then ſaunters about the houſe, ſome- 
times amuſing himſelf with the little ne- 
groes who are playing round the door, or 
elſe ſcraping on a fiddle; about twelve or 
one he drinks toddy, to create him an ap- 
petite for his dinner, which he ſits down 
to at two o'clock; after he has dined, he 
generally lays down on the bed, and riſes. 

about five, then perhaps ſips ſome _ 
with his wife, but commonly drinks tod- 
dy till bed time; during all this he is 

neither 
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neither drunk nor ſober, but in a ſtate of 
ſtupefaction; this is his uſual mode of li- 
ing, which he ſeldom varies, and only 
quits his plantation to attend the Court. 
Houſe on court days, or to ſome hotſe 
race or cock fight; at which times he get 
ſbo egregiouſſy drunk, that his wife ſends 

a couple of * to conduct him ſafe 
Koſs: 


c 
Plantation is left to the overſeer, who as 
an encouragement to make the moſt of the 


crops, has a certain portion as his wages, 
but not having any intereſt in the negroes, 


{ 

{ 
any further than their labour, he drives Mt 
and whips them about, and works them i: 
beyond their ſtrength, and ſometimes til Ne 
n 

t 


they expire; ; he feels no loſs in their 
death, he knows the plantation muſt be 
Rear and his humanity 1 is eſtimated by a 
his intereſt, which riſes always above freez- © 
* _ eee 144 Jl 
| __ | It 


It 


| 
| 
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It is the poor negroes who alone work 
hard, and I am ſorry to ſay, fare hard. 
Incredible is the fatigue which the poor 
wretches undergo, and that nature fnould 
be able to ſupport it; there certainly muſt 
be ſomething in their conſtitutions, as 
well as their color, different from us, that 
enables them to endure it. wy 


They are called up at day break, and 
ſeldom allowed to fwallow a mouthful of 
homminy, or hoe: cake, but are drawn 
out into. the field immediately, where 


they continue at hard labour, without in- 
termiſſion, till noon, when they go to 


their dinners, ' and are ſeldom allowed 
an hour for that purpoſe; their meals 
conſiſt of homminy and falt, and if their 
maſter is a man of humanity, touched by 


the finer feelings of love and ſenſibility, he 
allows them twice a week a little fat ſkimm- 


ed milk, ruſty bacon, or: ſalt herring, to re. 
liſh this miſerable and ſcanty fare. The 


\ 
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man at this plantation, in lieu of theſe, 
grants his negroes an acre of ground, and 
all Saturday afternoon to raiſe grain and 


poultry for themſelves. After they have 


dined, they return to labor in the field, 
until duſk in the evening; here one natu- 


rally imagines the daily labor of theſe poor 
creatures was over, not ſo, they repair to the 
tobacco houſes, where each has a talk of 
ſtripping allotted which takes them up ſome 


hours, or elſe they have ſuch a quantity of 


Indian corn to huſk, and if they neglect 
it, are tied up in the morning, and re- 


ceive a number of laſhes from thoſe unfeel- 


ing monſters, the overſeers, whoſe maſters 
ſuffer them to exerciſe their brutal autho- 
rity without conſtraint. Thus by their 
night taſk, it is late in the evening before 
theſe poor creatures return to their ſecond 
ſcanty meal, and the time taken up at it 
encroaches upon their hours of ſleep, 
which for refreſhment of food and {leep 


together 


— 
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together can never * be reckoned to exceed 
_— 


When they lay i! themſelves Joven to reſt, 
their comforts are equally miſerable and- 
limited, for they ſleep on a bench, or on 
the ground, with an old ſcanty blanket, 
which ſerves them at once for bed and co- 


| vering, their cloathing is not leſs wretch- 
= ed, conſiſting of a ſhurt and trowſers of 
, | coarſe, thin, hard, hempen ſtuff, in the 
s Summer, with ay addition of a very coarſe 
. | woollen jacket, breeches and | ſhoes in 
w Winter. But ſinec the war, their maſters, 
for they cannot get the cloathing as 
” 
10 uſual, ſuffer them to go in Tags, and 
A many in a ſtate of nudity. 


The female 3 ſhare labor and repoſe 
juſt in the ſame manner, except a few who 
are term'd houſe negroes, and are employed 
in houſehold drudgery. 


cep 
her 


Theſe 
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Theſe poor creatures are all ſubmiſſion | 
to injuries and inſults, and are obliged to 
be paſſive, nor dare they reſiſt or defend 
themſelves if attacked, without the ſmalleſt 
provocation, by a white perſon, as the lay | 
directs the negroe's arm to be cut off who 
Taiſes it againſt a white perſon, ſhould it 
be only in defence againſt wanton bar- 
barity and outrage, Ha 


Notwithſtanding this humiliating ſtate 
and rigid treatment to which this wretched 
race are ſubject, they are devoid of care, 
and appear jovial, contented and happy. 
It is a fortunate circumſtance that they 
| Poſſeſs, and are bleſſed with ſuch an eafy 

fatisfied diſpoſition, otherwiſe they muſt 

inevitably ſink under ſuch a complication 
of miſery and wretchedneſs ; what is fin- 
gularly remarkable, they always carry out 
a piece of fire, and kindle one near their 
work, let the weather be ever ſo hot and 
ſultry. 
As 
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As I have ſeveral times mentioned hom 

miny and hoe-cake, it may not be amiſs to 
explain them: the former is made of Indi- 
an corn, which is coarſely broke, and-boil- 
ed with a few French beans, till it is al- 
moſt a pulp. Hoe-cake is Indian corn 
3 ground into meal, kneaded into a dough, | 
and baked before a fire, but as the negroes 
bake theirs on the hoes that they work 
with, they have the appellation of hoe- 
cakes. Theſe are in common uſe among 
the inhabitants, I cannot ſay they are pa- 
lateable, for as to flavor, one made of ſaw- 


duſt would be equally good, and not un- 


like it in appearance, but they are certain- 
ly a very ſtrong and hearty food. 


Having given you a pretty good ſketch 
of theſe back-ſettlers, in my next I ſhall 
be able to afford you ſome account of the 
country, and the hves and manners of the 
people in the lower parts of this province, 
for 
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for in a few days I am going to Richmond 
to purchaſe ſome liquors and neceſlaries, 
to render our ſituation a little comfort- 
able, in this dreary region of woods and 
wretchedneſs. I remain 


Yours, Kc. 
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LCETTEHY 10k. 


Richmond, in Virginia, 
Feb. 12 1779. 


My dan FRIEND, 


AF E w Fw after my laſt letter, with | 

your friend Johnſon of our regiment, 
| ſet off for this place, and an uncomfort- 
able journey we had, as the ſeaſon was 
unfavorable, and rendered travelli ng very 
dangerous, on account of the ſnow then 
on the ground, and the continued falls 
af leet, till our arrival at this place. 


The country is ſo much covered with 
woods, that you travel a long time with- : 
Ck =. - 


r ee. 6 
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out ſeeing an habitation, (the firſt We 


met with, was near eighteen miles from 


Charlotteſville) you can ſcarcely conceive 


the difficulty in finding the proper roads, 


as they are hardly to be gueſſed at by thoſe 
who have often uſed to travel in America; 


when one is bad, they make another in a 


different direction, added to which, the 
planters, ſans ceremonie turn a road to ſuit 


\ 


their own convenience, and render it more 
commodious to their plantation, if per- 


chance you meet an inhabitant and en- 
quire your way, his directions are, if 


poſſible, more perplexing than the roads 


themſelves, for he tells you to keep the 
right hand path, then you'll come to an 


old field, you are to croſs that, and then 
you n come to the fence of ſuch a ones 


plantation, then keep that fence, and 


you'll come to a road that has three forks, 
(which is their manner of deſcribing the 


partings in the roads ) keep the right hand 
fork for about half a mile, and then you Il 
come 


he 
nd 
ll 
me 


"ay 
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come to a creek, after you croſs that 


| ereek, you muſt turn to the left, and 
then you'll come to à tobacco houſe; 
after you have paſſed that, you'll come to - 


another road that forks, keep the right 
hand fork, and then you'll come to Mr. 
ſuch a ones ordinary, and he will dire& 
you. Thus you ſee it requires the moſt 
retentive memory to be able to proceed at 
all, if unaccuſtomed to the roads. 5 


We adopted a ſingular mode, which 


proved fortunate. One day after tra- 


 velling a ſtraight road for near fifteen 


miles at the leaſt, as we calculated by 
our watches, during the whole way, we 


neither met or overtook a livin g creature, 


and were greatly at a loſs, as totally un- 


certain of being in the right road. Our 


perplexities greatly increaſed by the roads 


onding ; ; unacquainted with the country, 


or in what direction the place we wiſhed 
to reach, lay. We continued for a length 


/ of 
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of time undetermined which road to take, 


at laſt my companion propoſed we ſhould 
toſs, up a dollar, and if heads, to take the 
right hand, if tails, the left; it chanced 


to come up heads, and we took the right 
hand road accordingly, when after tra- 


velling about four miles, we came to the 
ordinary where we baited, the landlord of 


which informed us that had we taken 


the other road, we ſhould have gone 


near ſixteen miles further without n 


an houſe. 


and public houſes are, in Virginia, called 


 ordinaries, and faith not improperly in 


general; they conſiſt of a little houſe pla- 
ins in a ſolitary ſituation, in the middle 


of the woods, and the uſual mode of deſ- 


cribing the roads, is from ſuch an ordinary 


Having ſeveral times mentioned an ordi- 
nary, it may not be amiſs to acquaint you, 
that out of the principal towns, all taverns 
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to ſuch a one, ſo many miles the enter- 
tainment you meet with is very poor in- 
deed, ſeldom able to procure any other 
fare than eggs and bacon, with Indian 
hoe cake, and at many of them not even 
that; the only liquors are peach brandy 
and whiſkey. For this miſerable fare they 
are not remiſs in making pretty exorbitant 
charges; but I am not ſurprized that 
accommodation for travellers is ſo bad, 
as I am informed, before the war, the 
| hoſpitality of the country was ſuch, 
that travellers always ſtopt at a planta- 
tion when they wanted to refreſh them- 
ſelves and their horſes, where they always 
met with the moſt courteous treatment, 
and were ſupplied with every thing gra- 
tuitouſly ; and if any neighbouring plant- 
ers heard of any gentleman being at one 
of theſe ordinaries, they would ſend a 
: negroe with an invitation to their own 
Wart 


2 3 On 
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On our journey to this pl ace We over- 


took a flock of wild turkeys; a couple of 


ſpaniels we had with us purſued them, 


and it is incredible how ſwift they run, as 


neither of us, though we galloped our 
horſes, could overtake them, although 
they run near two hundred yards before 
they took flight; they appeared conſider. 
ably larger than ours, and I am told, 
ſometimes weigh thirty or forty pounds 
each. Juſt before we came to Goochland 
Court houſe, we ſaw the manner by which 


the inhabitants catch them; they make a 
log fence of about twelve feet ſquare, ſe- 


curing the top with heavy logs, but before 
they cover it over dig a paſſage from 
the center, to the outſide of the fence, 
which is covered over ſo as to admit light, 


and round about the entrance, and 
through this paſſage they ſtrew Indian 


corn, as well as a quantity for them to 


feed on when in the trap, the birds ſeeing 


5 5 5 the 
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the corn in the inſide, keep walking round 
to gather it, till they meet that WHleh- is 
laid to conduct them into the paſſage; 

which having conſumed, they keep cating 
on till they get into the trap, and theſe 
fooliſn birds, when they wiſh to get out, 
inſtead of returning the way they came in, 
keep continually flying up, by which 
means one or two out of the flock, in the 
morning are found dead, and they fre 
quently catch a flock of ten or a dozen at 
a time in this manner. 


At Weſtham, about Soon miles, the 
falls of James River commence, which 
continue to about half a mile below this 
place, where the tide comes up. The 
grand ſtaple commodity of this province 
is tobacco, carried down the river from the 
back ſettlements to Weſtham, upon canoes 
laſhed together, and then it is brought by 
land carriage to this place, as the falls 
prevent any communication by water, 


Z 4 1 through 
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f through the diſtance of ſeven miles; and « 
during the courſe of that part of the river, f 

the water ruſhes down in vaſt torrents, MW + 

raging with great impetueſity, and daſh- 2 

ing from rock to rock with a moſt tre- 

mendous noiſe, which m be heard for 1 

many miles. { 

t 


At this place the TP 8 riſes in- 
to hills of a great height, aboundin g with 
prodigious rocks, large ſtones and trees; 
and as the ſummit of many of theſe. 
hills hang over the falling torrent of 
James river, they command moſt roman- 
tic OPS. 


A little tive Richmond, the tide flows 
up to the rocks of the fall, and there 
James River is half a mile wide, at which 

place there are ferry-boats. | 


— 
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4 Act the foot of the falls there are three ; 
= towns ; ; Rickunond, which 1 is the largeſt, 


\ 


e 
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ſeparated by a creek named Shoekoes, 
from the town of Shoekoes, that joins it ; 
theſe are on the North fide of the river, 
and on the South fide ſtands Cheſterfield, 
but from its ſituation, more generally 
known by the name of Rocks Bridge; 
ſmall floops come up to the falls, and 
two miles lower, large ſhips come up to 
load. 


Tam informed, above the falls, the river, 
after heavy rains, ſwells to a great height, 
and overflows all the low ground for ſeve- 
ral miles; and at the falls, where the river 
is confined by the mountains that abrupt- 
ly ariſe on each fide, the noiſe, force, and 
impetuoſity of the torrent, are moſt dread- 
fully tremendous and awful. 


Many gentlemen around Richmond. 
though ſtrongly attached to the American 
cauſe, have ſhewn the liberality and hoſpi- 
tality ſo peculiar to this province, in their 

| particular 
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particular attention and civilities to our 
officers, who are quartered here, and in 
the adjacent country; among thoſe who 


are moſt diſtinguiſhed in this line, are Co- 


lonel Randolph, of Tuckahoe ; Colonel 


Good, of Cheſterfield ; Colonel Cary, 7 
Warwick, &c. &c. The illiberal part of 


their countrymen charge them with being 


partial to Great-Britain, but theſe. are 


gentlemen of fixed principles, of affluence 


and authority, and n. t all 
Popular clamour. 5 


There 8 the moſt remarkable 


phenomenon a few nights ago, that we 


imagined might be peculiar to this climate, 


but at which we found the inhabitants ex- 


ceedingly alarmed and terrified ; it was a 


moſt terrible ſtorm of thunder and light- 
ning; the day had been as piercingly keen 


and penetrating as any we had felt this 
Winter, and in the evening the ſtorm 

eame on; the eruſcations and flaſhes of 
f lightning 
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lightning inceſſantly followed each other 
in quick and rapid tranſitions, and the 
thunder was a conſtant ſucceſſion of loud 
contending peals; this ſtorm laſted near 
two hours; at its commencement, the air 
felt warm, which encreaſed ſo faſt, that at 
one time it was intenſely hot; but as the 
ſtorm decreaſed, ſo the heat left us, and 
the next morning was a ſharp froſt. 


As I was walking with ſome officers, I 
was ſhewn' a-gentleman of the town, a 
Mr. Fanchee, a ſurgeon and apothecary, 
who had the misfortune to have one of his 
eyes gouged out, it was happily in time 
replaced, and there were hopes that he 
would recover the uſe of it. I ſhall relate 
the way the accident happened, to ſhew 
the ferociouſneſs of the lower claſs in this 
country; this gentlemen was at play in 
the billiard-room, where there were a 
number of gentlemen, and ſeveral of our 
officers: a low fellow, who pretends to 

. : gentility 


— 
, 
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- gentility came in, -and in the courſe of 
play, ſome words aroſe, in which he firſt 
wantonly abuſed, and afterward would 
inſiſt on fighting Mr. Fauchee, deſiring at 
the ſame time, to know upon what terms 


he would fight, -as the lower ſort have 


various modes; Mr. Fauchee declined 


any, ſaying, that he was totally ignorant 


as to boxing, but the other calling himſelf 
a gentleman, he would meet.him in a gen- 
fleman-like manner ; he had ſcarcely ut- 
tered theſe words, before the other flew at 
him, and in an inſtant turned his eye out 
of the ſocket, and while it hung upon his 
cheek, the fellow was barbarous enough 
to endeavor to pluck it entirely out, but 


was prevented. Vou can eaſily imagine 


what the officers who were preſent, muſt 
have felt, as ſpectators of ſuch a ſcene, 
who were obliged to ſuffer ſuch a wretch 


to go off with impunity, their hands be- 
ing reſtrained, by their * from * 


interference. | 
This 


— ena 222 
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This molt harbarous cuſtom, which a 


ſavage would bluſh at being accuſed of, is 
peculiar to the lower claſs of people in this 


province z at one time it was ſo prevalent 1 
that the Governor and Aſſembly were 


obliged to paſs a law which made it crimi- 


nal, and that law is now in force, but the 


rabble are ſuch a lawleſs ſet, eſpecially 


thoſe in the back woods, that they are lit- 
tle reſtrained by any laws the State can 


paſs, and in the back ſettlement, this 
ſarage cuſtom prevails — have ſeen 


a fellow, 1eckoned a great adept in 
gouging, who conſtantly kept the nails 
of both his thumbs and ſecond fingers very 


long and pointed; nay, to prevent their 
breaking or ſplitting, in the execution of 


his diabolical intentions, he har dened them 
erery evening in a candle. 


It is an univerſal opinion, that death is 
preferable to loſs of ſight, and as every 
occaſion of quarrelling with the officers is 

UT - 


- 
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greedily ſought. after, we ſeldom go out 


without our ſide arms. What pity it is, 
that a country where the ſuperior claſs are 


of ſuch an hoſpitable and friendly diſpoſi- 


tion, ſhould be rendered almoit unſafe to 


live in by the barbarity of the people. 


That I was but out of it, and once more 
in Old England, 18 the conſtant "FOO of 
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| Richmond, in Virginia, 
Feb. 18th, 1779. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, f 


[ H AVE YR detained at this place 
beyond my original intention by the 
hoſpitality of the neighbouring gentle- 
men, who would not let me leave them 
without viſiting the whole circle; among 
the number was Colonel Carey, who reſides 
at Warwick, where he has a moſt ſuperb 
houſe, near which are ſome curious mills 
and iron-works, whoſe building coſt ſome 
thouſands of pounds they have not only 
been of great emolument to himſelf, but 


very 


. * 
9 _ 
hn E — —— 4 
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very beneficial to the public. His houſe 


is ſituated on the border of James River, 


and on the oppoſite ſhore is another of 
a Major Randolph; it may not be un- 


neceſſary to obſerve, that the Randolphs 


are deſcended from one of the firſt ſettlers 

in this province of that name, and are fo 

numerous, that they are obliged, like the 

clans of Scotland, to be diſtinguiſhed by 
their Places of reſidence. 


% 


- Putartburgh being but a few miles 0 
Colonel Carey's, and ſeveral of us, one 
N evening, expreſſing a deſire to ſee that 
town, but lamenting it was out of our 
parole. He, the next morning after break- 
_ faft, faid, Come, gentlemen, welt mount 
© out horſes, and take a ride before din- - 
© ner, to Peterſburgh, ve expreſſed how 
happy it would make us to accempany 
him, but were reſtrained by our parole, 8 


when he replied, * not fo, gentlemen,” and 


produced a letter from the American Com- 
* 


. . 
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manding Officer, granting us permiſſion ; 
| this little circumſtance 1 mention, to ſhew 


that his hoſpitality is accompanied with 
true i s. and attention. | 


T by town of Petentburgh i 18 ſituated 3 
the borders of the Apamatock River, and 
on the oppoſite ſhore are a few houſes, 

which is a kind of ſuburb, independant 
of Peterſburg, called Pocahunta the 
principal trade of Peterſburg ariſes from 
the exporting of tobacco, depoſited in 
warehouſes and magazines, but before it 
is lodged in theſe warehouſes, it is ex- 
amined, to confirm it in a proper ſtate for 
exportation by inſpectors, Who prove the 
quality of the tobacco; and if found good, 
they give the planter a receipt for ſuch a 
quantity, and theſe receipts paſs current as h 
caſh : Thus any one depoſiting tobacco in 3 | | 
theſe warehouſes, and obtaining a receipt, il 
may go to Williamſburg, or any other 
aty in the province, and purchaſe any 
Vor. II. Aa kind 
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kind of commodities, paying with ee 
which circulate through a multitude of 


© hands before they come to the merchant I | 
who purchaſes the tobacco for exporta- 
tion; thus this val uable corhmodity | is 
equally Bank ſtock, and current coin ; and 
the inhabitants, in deſcribing the prices of 
their different purchaſes, inſtead of ſaying 
I gave ſo many pounds for ſuch an ar- 
« ticle;” „ gave ſo many RO of 


£6 tobacco.” 


G 


The Apamatocks River is nearly as wide 
as the Thames, and runs into. the James 
River, about twelve miles from the falls, 
which are a little above Peterſburgh; and 
Juſt below the falls, there is a large wooden 
bridge, at the town of Pocahunta, up to 
which ſloops, ſchooners, and imall velicls 
— fail. 


The town of e 18 1 after 
the daughter of a famous Indian Chief, or 
Emperor 


——— lill— — — ñᷓ — ere Ie 
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as a 2 portion. 


whoſe ſon has married a very agreeable 
young lady, lineally deſcended from Po- 


us the brief hiſtory of Pocahunta, relating 


firſt ſettlement in this province, and her 


went to Europe, he related the following 


tion, that ſhe had 1 in her ſuite, when ſhe 
left Virginia: 3 


„This man had orders from Powhatan 


; fter 
der Ol 


to count the people of England, and give 
him an account of their numbers. As 


Emperor Powhatan (which is the len ö 
name of the James River) who gave all 
the land round this place to his Moc 


At Peterſburgh reſides a Mrs ; Bowling, | 
who has conſiderable warehouſes, beſides 
a very extenſive plantation and eſtates, 
cahunta. After Colonel Carey had given 
to her frietidſhip for the Engliſh, in their 
marrying an Engliſhman; with whom ſhe 


anecdote of a great man of her own na- 


Aa 2 „ the 


356 INTERIOR TRAVELS'. 


"7" "8 the Indians have no letters or figures 
« among them, he, at his going aſhore, 
cc provided a ſtick, in which he was to 
make a notch for every perſon he ſaw; 
ce but he, as you may ſuppoſe, ſoon grew 

% weary, and threw away his ſtick : Upon 

« his return, the King aſked him how 

e many people there were ?” © He ge efired 

bim to count the ftars in the ſty, the leaves 
ec upon the trees, and the ſand on the fea 
40 ſhore, for ſo many feople he ſaid were in 
« England.” At this concluſion, Colonel 
Carey archly remarked, * Don't you think 
c you cou'd make that reply to your King, 
if he aſked you how many PEPE % 
60 law in America * 


The tobacco warehouſes at Peterſburg, be 
as well as at Richmond, are ci -owded with 
that commodity, as they cannot find pur- 
chaſers, and the planters will not export 
it themſelves, on account of our numerous 


privateers; ſome few merchants have ven. 
_ tux 
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tured ſmall loops to the Rermilda iſlands, 
and have been ſucceſsful; it is only theſe 
who have any commodities in their ſtores, ' 
the reſt being ſhut up; and I cannot help 
making the ſame reflection, at ſeeing ſuch 
towns as Peterſburgh and Richmond in 
the ſame ſtate as that of Lancaſter, all 
trade being at a ſtand in theſe places, 
where no doubt, before the war, it muſt 
have been very conſiderable, theſe two 


towns having formerly ſupplied the back 


ſettlers with all manner of ſtores for their 
plantations. Except in the principal cities, 
ſach as Boſton, New-York, and Philadel- 
phia, the towns have not various bran- 
ches of manufactures, ſuch as linen- 


drapers, mercers, grocers, hoſiets, ha- 


berdaſhers, ſtationers, &c. but are all 
comprized under the name of merchant 
and ſtore-keeper; and what are called 
ſhops in England, are here denominated 
ſtores, which furniſh every article in life, 
not only neceſſary but ornamental, and 
A a 3 = 
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even jewellery ; excluſive of the great ſtorez 


in the capital towns, there are ſmaller 
ones nn all over the N 


1 ſpent a "this days at Colonel Dads 
alp e, at Tuckahoe, at whoſe houſe the 


uſual hoſpitality of the country prevailed; 
it is built on a riſing ground, having a 
| moſt beautiful and commanding proſpe& 


of James River; on one ſide is Tuckahoe, 
which being the Indian name of that 
creek, he named his plantation Tuckahoe 


after it; his houſe ſeems to be built ſole- 
ly to anſwer the purpoſes of hoſpitality, 
which being conſtructed in a different 


manner than in moſt other. countries; I 


ſhall deſcribe it to you: It is in the form 


of an H, and has the appearance of two 
houſes, joined by a large faloon ; each 
wing has two ſtories, and four large rooms 
on a floor; in one the family reſide, and 
the other is reſerved ſolely for viſitors : the 
ſaloon that unites them, | 1s of a conſider- 


able 


-- 
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able magnitude, and on each fide are 
doors; the ceiling is lofty, and to theſe 
they principally retire in the Summer, be- 
ing but little incommoded by the ſun, 
and by the doors of each of the houſes, 
La thoſe of the ſaloon being open, there 
js a conſtant circulation of air; they are 
furniſhed with four fophas, two on each 
dae, beſides chairs, and in the center there 
is generally a chandelier; theſe ſaloons 
; WH anſwer the two purpoſes of a cool retreat 
| from the ſcorching and ſultry heat of the 
. climate, and of an occaſional .ball-room. 
The outhouſes are detached at ſome diſ- 
tance, that the houſe may be open to the 
ar on * ſides. 


Colonel Randolph poſſeſſes that fond- 
neſs for horſes, which I obſerved was pecu- 
lar to the Virginians of all ſtations, ſpar- 
ing no trouble, pains, or expence, in im- 
porting the beſt ſtock, and improving the 
breed; and it was with no little pleaſure 

Aa 4 he 


| it, that he might be with it at night. 
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he ſhewed us a fine one, named . 


ſpeare, which he imported juſt as the war 


commenced. There was a ſtable built pur- 
poſely for this horſe, in which was a receſs 
for a bed for the negroe who looked after 


This horſe is of a handſome dappled 
grey, about ſixteen hands and a half high, 
with a moſt beautiful head and neck; as 
to any other points about him, it is im- 


poſſible to tell, for the creature was ſo 
amazingly pampered and fat, and being 


of the race breed, his legs were ſo ſmall 
and flim, that they appeared unable to 


ſupport the weight of his body, exactly 


like the horſes one ſees painted in old pic- 


_ tures ; the beſt idea you can poſſibly form 


of his ſize, is by telling you, that from 


His withers to his tail, there was ſuch a 
groove of fat, that you might pour water 


upon his withers, and it would run in a 


ſtraight line down his tail; the horſe is 


obliged to be kept 1 in high condition, to 
enable 
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enable him to receive the numerous viſitors 
attending on him in the Spring. 


In the courſe of a few days I ſhall re- 
turn to Charlotteſville, at which I am by 
no means diſpleaſed, for notwithſtanding 
the hoſpitality and great attention ſhewn 
me, I do not feel myſelf comme i] faut, 
feeling that uneaſy ſenſation, which the 
Engliſh in general poſſeſs, and which may 
be ridiculous perhaps, but it is conſtitu- 
tional, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of its 
being out of my power to make a return 
for the civilities ſhewn me. I cannot but 
in juſtice fay, that in all the gentlemens 
| houſes I have viſited, they never ſtarted, 
for would ſuffer ; any converſation on poli- 
tics; ſometimes, when alone with the 
ladies, they would indulge and rally us a 
little, at our being priſoners, but all 
with great good humour; the only un- 
pleaſant circumſtance of the kind that I 
recollect was at Tuckahoe, where an offi- 
cer 
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cer ſuffered his vexation to overcome that 
gratitude he was bound to ſhew for the 
- 2 he met with. 

Colopel Randolph every year ada a 
preſent of two hogſheads of tobacco to his 


daughter as a venture, to purchaſe drefles 
and ornaments, and the ſhips had always 


been ſo unfortunate as to be captured. Ay 


ſeveral officers were ſitting with the ladies, 


the converſation ran upon politics, when 


Mis Randolph innocently aſked, © How 


4e came to be taken priſoners ?” the 
officer with ſome warmth rephed, * 60 Juſt 

das your tobacco was, by a ſupenor 
« force.” I need not tell you. the diſtreſs 


and confuſion of the young lady, as well 


as of the officer himſelf, who immediately 


became conſcious of what he had faid, and 
for his ill-timed violence, he forfeited all 
claim to the boſpyaliny of Tuckahoe. 


You 18. 5 &c 9 


LE r. 
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EN 


in Virginia, April 10, 1779. 


1 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


D UR F NG my journey to Richmond, 


ſtriction 


June Plantation, near Charlattęſville, 


General Phillips and General Reideſel 
arrived at Charlotteſville, and the day a after 


their arrival, went to the barracks ; j they 
were greatly incenſed at the treatment the 


army met with, at preſent the ſoldiers are 
more comfortably lodged, but had General 
Phillips ſeen them in the ſtate they were in 
on the firſt arrival of the troops, I think 
his warmth of temper and regard for them, 
would have laid him under the ſame re- 
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ſtriction as at Boſton. The men have 
been exceedingly ill ſupplied with proviſi. 
ons in general, having meat only twice or 
thrice a week, and for ſome weeks. none, 
what they get is ſcarcely wholeſome, this 
is at preſent what the poor fellows term 
a faſt, they not having any meat ſerved 
them ſince the twenty-fifth of laſt month, 
General Phillips. has greatly exerted him- 
ſelf ſince his arrival, and there are hopes 
that in future, the troops will be more 
regularly ſupplied. | 


5 certainly are to be N 
of all this bad management, as they hare 
| been miſguided and duped by one of their 
own members, a Colonel Harvey, who 
1s a ran for this Province. 


When they oaſſed f the reſolve to detain 
us priſoners, contrary to the articles of 
convention, the ſtate of Maſſachuſets 
ET deemed. it oppreſſive, that it ſhould” be 
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obliged to ſupport our army, as they had 
cheerfully ſupplied their own troops with 
more in quota than the other Provinces, 


and that as they had already ſupplied our 
army for near a twelvemonth, it would be 


but equitable for the ſouthern Provinces 
to partake of the burthen ; they accord- 


ingly inſtructed their delegates to apply 
to Congreſs for that purpoſe. When the 
motion was made, the petition of the 
State of Maſſachuſets appeared founded 
upon equity, and it was then conſidered 
to what Province we ſhould be removed 


to, the Jerſeys and New-York Provinces 


were improper, as being the ſeat of war, 
as to Penſylvania, that Province had been 
ſo ravaged by the two armies, that they 
deemed it incapable of furniſhing provi- 


ſion to ſupply their own with the quota 


allotted them. As to Maryland, it 
was ſo ſmall a Province, it did not ad- 


mit of any conſideration, and Virginia 


was deemed the Province beſt calculated, 
fr om 
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from its \ extenſiyencls as well as its fark. 
kty; and that by ſtationing the army in 
the back ſettlements, it removed all fears 


of any attempts of a reſcue, by a ang of 


the army from New York. 


— 


When + Kirnbddtt was ſion upon, this 
Colonel Harvey propoſed to Congreſs, to 


remove the convention army to a tract of 


land that belonged to him about ſix miles 


from Charlotteſville, about four from 
the blue mountains, and near two hun- 
dred miles from the ſea coaſt, that if Con- 


— 


greſs approved of that ſituation, he would 


engage to build barracks and lay in pro- 
viſions by the enſuing Spring. This pro- 
poſal meeting with approbation, was 
paſled into a reſolve about the latter end 
1 laſt June. 


n chris apts reſorted to. 
Virginia, and ſet all his negroes and a 


number of the inhabitants to built theſe 


barr acks, 


J!! i... 
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barracks,” and to collect proviſions ; af- 
ter having planned every thing, he left 
the completion of it to, the management 
of his brother, and returned to Congreſs. 


His brother not poſſeſſing ſo much activity 


and not being, perhaps, ſo much intereſt- 
ed in the buſineſs, did not pay proper 
attention to it, which was the cauſe Why 
the barracks were not finiſhed, and affairs 
being in ſuch a ſtate of confuſion on our 
arrival, When Colonel Harvey left Vir- 


ginia, he fully imagined that every neceſ- 


fary comfort and ſupply of proviſions 
would be ready for the reception of the 
troops, at Chriſtmas; being fully ſenſible 
that the log-huts would be | erected long 
before that time, and as to proviſions, he 
had left ſuch directions as, if obeyed, could 
not fail ; it is juſt to obſerve, that Con- 
greſs conſulted Colonel Harvey previous 
to their paſſing their reſolves, and ſend- 
ing their orders of our removal out of the 
Maſſachuſets State. K 
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The houſe and plantation where Gene. 


ral Phillips reſides is called Blenheim ; the 
houſe was erected ſhortly after that me- 
morable battle in Germany, by a Mr. 
Carter, who was Secretary to the colony, 
and was his favorite ſeat of reſidence: It 
ſtands on a lofty eminence, com manding 

à very extenſive proſpect, and is built 

after the manner of that I have deſerib- 
ed to you in my laſt. The preſent pro- 

prietor, Colonel Carter, poſſeſſes a moſt 
affluent fortune, and has a variety of ſeats, 
in ſituations far ſurpaſſing this of Blen- 
heim, which he ſuffers to go to ruin; and 


when General Phillips took it, this charm- 


ing manſion was crouded with negroes, 
ſent from various other plantations, to 
clear a ſpot of ground a few mules off: 
The tract of land Colonel Carter poſſeſſes 
in this province 1s immenſe, and his ſtock 
of negroes the moſt numerous, he being 


poſſeſſed of one thouſand five ndnd on 


5 1 different plantations, | 


The 


- The firſt night after our leaving Rich- 
e nond, I ſlept at an elegant villa, called 
- Wl Belvidera, which formerly belonged to a 
r. Colonel Bird, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf 


of General Braddock s. He poſſeſſed a 
moſt affluent fortune, and was proprietor 


b- miles, as well as the greateſt part of 
o- the lands round the town of Richmond. 
oſt Wl His great abilities and perſonal accom- 
ts, pliſnments, were univerſally eſteemed, 
n- but being infatuated with play, his af- 
md färs, at his death, were in a deranged 8 
m- tate. The widow whom he left with 


es, echt children, has, by prudent manage- 


to nent, preſerved out of the wreck of his 
ff: Ifrincely fortune, a beautiful houſe, at a 


ſes lace called Weſtover, upon James River, 


ock Wome perſonal property, a few, plantations, | 
ing end a number of ſlaves. The grounds. 


| of round the houſe at Weſtover, are laid 
aoat in a moſt beautiful manner and with 
The Vor. II. 3 great 
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greatly in the laſt war, in that ſad diſaſter 


of all the lands round the falls for many 


— 


hoe, where three. country peaſants,” whe 


ground at the Colonel's mill:  Whe 
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great taſte; and from the river appear 
deli en, | 


From my obſervations and remarks in 


my late journey, it appeared to me, that 
before the war, the ſpirit of equality or 
levelling principal was not fo prevalent in 
Virginia, as in the other provinces and 

that the different claſſes of people in the 


former ſupported a greater diſtinction 
"than thoſe of the latter; but ſince the 
war, that principle ſeems to have gaine 
great ground in Virginia; an inſtance of 
it I ſaw at Colonel Randolph's, at Tuck 


came upon * buſineſs, entered the roo 
where the Colonel and his company wer 
ſitting, took themſelves chairs, drew ne! 
the fire, began ſpitting, pulling off the 
country boots all over mud, and the 
opened their buſineſs, which was ſimp 
about ſome continental flour to | 
the 


* 


{ 


— 
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they were gone, ſome one obſerved what 
great liberties they took; the replied; it 
was unavoidable, the ſpirit of indepen- 
in dency was converted into equality, and 
at Wl every one who bore arms, eſteemed him- 
ſelf upon a footing with his neighbour, 
and concluded with ſaying, No doubt, 

« each of theſe men conceives himfelf, in 


* e een _ Oy” fert one 


There were, and ſtill are, Arenen of | 
ranks among the inhabitants, excluſive of 
negroes; but J am afraid the advantage of 
liſtinction will never exiſt: again in this 
country, in the ſame manner it did before | 
the commencement of . 

The Geſt-claſy ootiſifiocia} . of 
the beſt families and fortunes, which are 
more reſpectable and numerous here, 
than in any other province; for the 
moſt part they have had liberal educations, 
Polleſs a thorough knowledge of the world, 
— with 
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nearly half the inhabitants, that it is diff 
cult to aſcertain their exact criterion and 
leading feature. They are however, hoſ- 
pitable, generous, and friendly; but for 
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their continual intercourſe with their 
ſlaves, over whom they are accuſtomed 
to tyrannize, with all their good qualities 
they are rude, ferocious, and haughty, 
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with great caſe and freedom in their man- 
ners and converſation, many of them M. 
keep their carriages, have handſome fer. M- 
vices of plate, and without exception, 


keep their ſtuds, as well as ſets of bd | | 
ſome e horſes. + G & 

The Goh dab conſiſts of ſuch al + 
ſtrange mixture of characters, and of ſuch | 
various deſcriptions of occupations, being Ml | 


want of a proper knowledge of the world, 
and a good education, as well as from 


much attached to gaming and diſſipation, 
þ mens hor e-racing and cock-fight: 
ing; 


THROUGH AMERICA. 373 


ng; in ſhort, they form a moſt unac- 
countable combination of qualities and 
principles directly oppoſite and contra- 
diftory, many of them having them 
ſtrangely blended with che beſt and 
worſt of principles, the moſt valuable and 
moſt worthleſs, many poſſeſſing ele egant 
accompliſhments and ſavage brutality, and 
notwithſtanding all this . inconſiſtency. of 
character, numbers are valuable members 
of the community, and very few Aegciem 
in n intellectual Sauen I Ce di fle f 
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7 — 
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The d dad which, in TROY com- 
noſes-th the greateſt part of mankind, are 
fewer in Virginia, in proportion to the 


country in the world; yet even thoſe who _ 
are rude,;;ylliberal, and moiſy, with a tur- 
bulent 3 are generous, kind, 
and hoſpitable, We axe. induced to ima- 


pine there is ſomething; peculiar. in the 
oe climate 


inhabitants, than perhaps in any other 
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climate of: Viegitia; chat ſhould render all 
ale of ſo e a ROGER" Hin 


he lower pech polls that Rey 


nent curioſity, ſo very diſagreeable and 
_ troubleſome to ſtrangers, but in no de- 
degree equal to the inhabitants of New. 
England, they ars awerſe to labor, much 


addicted to liquor, and when intoxicated, 
extremely favage and revengeful; nay, at 


ſtich times, revenge infults of long date, 

even after they have been amicably achuſt 
ed; for the inſult ariſing in their minds, 
and tlie new friendſhip totally forgotten, 
they. ſeek cheir obje& with keen attention, 
and ſet; 1228 paſſion with! r me 
barley, en e e 2GSTING e 


nr 3 1 wy "4 #*; 
A Not. 1229 18 7 Dj £24 e 


Their amuſementsb are the Wund ad 


thoſe of the middling ſort, witli the) addi- 


om of boxing matches) in which they Gif. 


Lek ſuch 2 W fully marks their 
? $  innak 
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innate ferocious diſpoſition... An Engliſh 
boxing match, : though a diſgrace to a 
poliſhed nation, is humanity itſelf, com- 
pared. with the Virginian mode of fight- | 
ing; for, previous: to. the combatants 
falling too, they enter into an Arwen. 
which : are 1 765 gouging, ad (if 1 may 
ſo term it) Ahelarding each other. If theſe 
three preliminaries are agreed upon, they 
inſtantly fall to, and, after ſome little 


ſtruggling, ſeize upon their ady erſaries 


with their teeth. What | is very remark- 
able, and ſhews what coolneſs there muſt 


be in theſe diſputes, and that they are not 
*holly the effect of anger is, that whatever 
terms are ſpecified, if only one or two out 
of the three conditions, let the conflict be 


ever ſo ſevere, they never infringe 0 on any 
other. 1 


Vegetables not being over abundant 3 in 


theſe back woods at any time, and there 
B b 4 being 
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a great deficiency of them in the Spring of 
year, the we adopt the cuſtom of the inha- 


bitants who gather the leaves of the poke. 


plant, juſt as they ſhoot above ground and 


| are tender and ſoft; it is no bad ſubſtitute 
for ſpinnage, and greatly reſembles it in 


flavor, yet great care muſt be taken in ga. 
thering of it, that it is neither too old, 


nor the ſtalk grown, for 1 in that caſe, if 


in breaking off the upper ſprouts, you 


leave any part that is woody, the conſe- 


quence of cating it is inevitable death, as 


1t purges the body to exceſs. Notwith- 
ſtanding this plant has this pernicious 
quality, the children eat the berries of it 


in the Autumn , without any ill conſe- 


quence attending it. 


The juice of the 


berries produces a moſt beautiful crimſon 
color, the fineſt in the world, but no me- 
thod has yet been found to fix it, as cloths 
and woollens dyed with it fade very ſoon, 


pg perſons of great ingenuity and chy- 


* 
— 


mica 


pher 8 ſtone, and, no doubt _—_ be 
equally as beneficial, if attained. 
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mical knowiedge have e at fix- 
ing of this color, which is ſought after 
with as much eagerneſs as the philoſo- 
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N s Plantation, near C harlottefoilley 
in Firginia, IO 12, 17790 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


1 F EW FRG ago the flag of ten 

with cloathing for the army arrived 
at Richmond, and among the great num- 
ber of letters delivered out, I had a great 
mortification, as well as diſappointment, 
not to receive a ſingle one, ſurely my 
friends muſt imagine, at ſuch a diſ- 


-_ -tance- in theſe endleſs woods, that it is 


next to an impoſſibility a letter can reach 
me; it certainly would afford me great 
pleaſ ure to hear that they w were alive and 

well. 
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As to the reſt, I-would diſpenſe with. I 
write continually from time to time; ne- 
vertheleſs, from the uncertainty of con- 
veyance, the ſame accuſation may" ROM 


good. _ me. 


Vour old friend Clark, of Boſton, who 
is our Commiſſary of Proviſions, lately 
arrived from New-York, I ſpent a few 
days with him at his quarters; excluſive 
of the great fund of information and 
amuſement, which 85 derived from a number 
of Engliſh news-papers and magazines he 

brought with him, T was informed of the 
tranfactions that happen upon this conti- 
nent, among the reſt, with a full account 
of the retreat of our Nee from Philadel- 
phia t to Ni ew- Tork. . 


You may kecollect, in a former letter, 1 
mentioned, that a good retreat was looked 
on as the chef daubre of a commander, and 

in this retreat, I think Sir Henry Clinton 
has 
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| has clearly evinced it, and demonſtrated, 


that he is equally as judicious and able ag 
he is brave, in ſurmounting the innumer- 


able difficulties and dangers he had to en- 
counter: His way lay entirely through an 
enemy's country, univerſally hoſtile, and 
where he could expect no aſſiſtance; there- 


fore, previous to his ſetting out on this 
dangerous retreat, he took the Precaution ; 


of providing for all exigencies, and a large 
quantity of proviſions was a neceſſary, 


though not a ſmall incumbrance, as well 
as the. baggage of the army which ac- 


companied it, forming a line of march 


of near twelve miles in extent; eſpecially 


when it is conſidered this army had to paſs 


throu igh a country interſected with hills 
woods, rivers, defiles, and difficult paſſes; 


from theſe cauſes, the march of the army 


being flow, afforded the Americans tin 
to aſſemble, which they readily did to har- 3 


raſs it, and in a ſhort time Waſhington 
' bad 


e . TRIS 


— 


t 
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had collected a ſufficient force to render its 
movements extremely dangerous. 


When Sir Henry Clinton obſerved the 
Americans were meditating an attack, he 


naturally concluded, it was with a view to 


cut off the baggage and rear of the army, 
which, from its extent, he was fearful 
might be eaſily accompliſhed. He told 
Clark to in form General Phillips, among 
other deſcriptions of the battle, that the 


day before he ſat upon a ſtone for 
near an hour viewing the baggage as it 
paſſed along, and debating in his own 


mind, whether he ſhould not give inſtant 


orders to deſtroy it. At length, as he con- 
cluded it would be a matter of great exul- 
tation with the Americans, and a diſgrace 
to the Britiſh army, he determined to pre- 


ſerve it at all events ; t therefore, on the 


day of the action at Monmouth, he ſent 
forward the baggage, early 1 in the morn- 
ing, 


382 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


ing, under the care of General Knyp- 


hauſen, in order that it mi — ans 


| without moleſtation. 


The various movements, and 'poſi- 
tions of both armies in that engagement, 


and the iſſue of it, as you muſt have ſeen 
it in Sir Henry Clinton's official account, 


I ſhall paſs it over, only giving you this 


opinion of that battle, which he ſent by 
Clark to General Phillips after having 
given a particular deſeription of it, Sir 
Henry Clinton drew ſome rough ſketehes 


of the various grounds and poſitions taken 


during the action. At length, recollect- 


ing himſelf, he faid, © Clark; you muſt 
e not take theſe, for if the Americans 
bo find them on you, they'll certainly hang 


« you; therefore, only tell General Phil- 


lips, tbat on that day 1 vie 2 


* ee de will n underſtand me.“ 


; | N 


A ny 
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A very lin gular circum tance took place 
in that battle, which fully marks the cool- 
neſs and deliberation, though in the heat 

of action, of Sir Henry Clinton : : As he 
was reconnoitring, with two of his Aid de 
Camps, at the ſhort turning of two roads, 
they met with an American officer, ex- 
ceedingly well mounted upon a black 
| horſe, who, upon diſcerning them, made 
| a ſtop, and looked as if he wiſhed to ad- 
vance to ſpeak to them, when one of Sir 
Henry Clinton's Aid de Camps fired a piſ- 
tol at him, and he inſtantly rode off. Sir 
Henry was much diſpleaſed at his Aid 
de Camp, and cenſured him for being 
ſo haſty, adding, he was confident that 
the man wiſhed to ſpeak to him, and 
perhaps, might have given intelligence 
that would have been very eſſential, re- 
marking, that when he was in Germany 
laſt war, and reconnoitring with Prince 
Ferdinand, a man rode up in a ſimilar 
manner, 
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manner, and gave | uch intelligence as 


80 2 the * of the ä 


- 


Vit The weather bercthis very i : 


being for the moſt part of the day intenſely 


hot ; notwithſtanding, the poor negroes 


are expoſed to the heat all day long, hoe. 


ing tobacco, even at noon, when the rays 
of the ſun are ſcorching; yet, with all 


this heat, they ſcarcely perſpire; there 


certainly muſt be ſome natural endow- 
ments, through which theſe poor creatures 


are able to withſtand this exceſſive heat; 
it cannot be their color, for we well know 
that black attracts the rays of the ſun 
more than any other, and therefore ima- 


gine 1t muſt proceed from the ouly ſub- 


| ſtance eontinually oozing out of the pores; 
for I remarked, even in the coldeſt wea- 


| ther, their ſkins always appear glolly, 


and certain it is, they are conſider- 


ably ſmoother than ours, which muſt pro- 


ceed from the cauſes I have aſligned. 1 
| obſer ved 


Haring mentioned that there are mulat- f 


toes of various tinges, it may not be amiſs 


to inform you from whence it ariſes, and 


no doubt, but you will be ſurprized, when 
tell you it is by the planters having in- 


tercourſe with their negroes, the iſſue of 


which being a mulatto, and having a con- 
nection with that ſhade' becomes lighter ; ; 


from the. firſt remove, to one almoſt 


women, who were really beautiful, being 
extremely well-made, and with pretty de- 
licate features ; 5. all of which I was in- 
formed, were the Colonel s Own. I 
Vor. II. Ke C 
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obſerved, from the; negro to the mulatto, 
and they have their various tinges; they 
all perſpired in proportion, the further 
they remove from the black, and white 


as an inſtance, I remarked at Colonel 
Cole IN of whom I have made mention ; * 
there were mulattoes of all tinges, 


white ; there, were ſome of them young | 


could 5 
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could not help rellecting, that if a man FF 
had an intercourſe with his ſlaves, it FO 
was ſhaſneful 1 in the extreme, to make his * 
_ own. offspring ſo; for theſe mulattoes 
work equally the ſame as thoſe who come 
9 om Africa: To be ſure, you may ſay, 
it is a pleaſant method to procure ſlaves 
at a cheap rate. I imagine there could 
not be leſs than twenty or thirty mu- 
lattoes of this deſcription, at Colonel 
Coles's, notwithſtanding he has a very 


agreeable and beautiful wife, by whon WW 7 
1 has had eicht children. | bed: 
Be tae 

You know as to the e pel employ- poſe 
ment of the poor negroes, I ſhall now t 0 
give you a deſcription of the method to Wl time 
cultivate and cure the grand ſtaple com- | abou 
| modity of this province, tobacco. and 
and 

This 8 is a native of America, and Clear 
of very ancient uſe, though it was neithe! worn 
ſo generally cultivated, nor ſo well manu- imm. 


rad Þ | factured, 


factured, as it has ſince the province has 


been ſettled with Europeans; for the In- | 
dians made uſe of it, by gathering the 
leaves as it grew. ſpontaneouſly : : The 
plant, at its proper height, is nearly as tall 
as a middle ſized man, the ſtalk is ſtrait, 
hairy, and exceeding clammy ; the leaves 
grow . alternately of a faded yellowiſh 


green, and towards the lower part of the 
plant of un POR: 


— 


the firſt rainy weather into a ground diſ- 


to our hop gardens; in about a month's 
time from their tranſplanting, they grow 


and prune off the ſuckers and lower leaves, 
and then, with the greateſt attention, are 


0 Wl cleaned twice a w. eek from weeds and 
i Worms, by which you will perceive what 
immenſe labor there muſt be on a large 


Cc 2 
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The ſeeds As whites: are. e firſt "WE" in 
beds, from whence they are tranſplanted 


poſed into little hillocks, ſomething ſimilar : 


| about a foot high, they then top them 


plantation, - 
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plantation, where they grow nothing but M b 
tobacco. In about ſix weeks after being tl 
topped and pruned, the plant attains its MW ir 
full growth, and then begins to tum 1; 
| browniſh, and theſe marks are the c- 


v0 
BZ derion 8 which N judge the tobaco i p 
| | -.- be Fine 15 „ in e m 
15 FO gh os thus cut down as fait v 1; 
they ripen and are heaped up; and u it 
much as is gathered in a day lies in this 5 
ſtate a night to ſweat; the next day it , xi 
| carried to the tobacco-houſe, which is o 0 
[ conſtructed as to admit of as much ar tn 
h as 1s requiſite, and at the ſame time keep- | 
nt ing out the rain; the plants are then 
maung ſeparately to dry for four or fel 43 
* weeks, and the firſt moiſt weather: after, = 
| they are taken down, for unleſs the plant co 
were damped, they would crumble to duſt, it 
they are then laid upon ſticks, and cover th 
; ed up cloſe to ſweat for a week. or toll or 
longer ; then the negroes ſtrip and for 
| them. 
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them, the top being the beſt, and the 
bottom the worſt tobacco; ? they then put 
the leaves into hogſheads, or form them 


into rolls; wet ſeaſons muſt .be: carefully 


laid hold on for: this laſt:proceſs,” other: 
wiſe the tobacco will not be ſufficiently 


pliable: © The cultivation of this Plant 


may appear extremely: ſimple, but it is im- 


poſſible to deſcribe to you the immenſe 


labor, care and fatigue there is attending 


it, from the firſt ſetting the ſeeds to the 


packing it in hogſheads, and the great an- 
xiety the Per ſon w ho ſu perintends it | has 


for through the whole enn it n, 


the utmoſt ſrall and munen 


A — 
dangerous, eſpecially if it is the leaſt 


windy, from the number of rotten pines 


continually blowing down; after a ſtorm, 
it is no uncommon thing to turn into 
the woods ſix or ſeven times in the ſpace 


of a mile, to paſs the trees that have 
S been 
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been blown into and choak up the road; 
even in calm weather it is not altogether 
fake; for there are old rotten pines, diveſt- 
ed of all their branches, which totter with 
the leaſt breeze. An accident happened 
a few days ſince, by the falling of one of 
theſe trees, in which Madame de Reideſel, 
with two of her children, had a very nar- 
row eſcape: as ſhe was going to the bar- 
racks in her poſt-chaiſe, when the car- 
riage had paſſeda wooden bridge (which 
are of themſelves very terrific, being only 
ſo many rough logs laid acroſs beams, 
without any ſafe- guard on each ſide) an 
old rotten pine fell directly between the 
horſes and the chaiſe, but providentially 
did no other damage, than cruſhing the 


two fore- wheels to pieces and laming one 


of the horſes. 


- on Not ad g 3 with freſh;provi- 
ſions, I accompanied ſeveral other officers 
to the woods, to Pe a few rabbits; 


if 


cre; 
ſen 


wh 


to 


bre 


it! 


1 the dogs once get ſcent of them they are 


ſoon taken, for they do not burrow as ours 


do in England, but run up hollow trees, 


which they will climb. to a conſiderable 
height, but from which place of refuge 
they are taken by putting up a hickory 
apling, ſplit at the. end and twiſted in i 


their ſKins. As we were employed in 


catching theſe rabbits, the dogs kept an 
inceſſant barking at the branch of a tree, 
and when we came up to them, we found 
an opoſſum, ſuſpended at the extremi- 
ty of the branch by its tail, Which this 
deature always does when purfued; we 
ſent a ſervant up the tree, who ſhook him 


off, and he fell- among. the-dogs, from 


1 he did not make the leaſt attempt 
to eſcape, but appeared as if dead. It was 
taken and carried home, all which time it - 
hewed no other ſigns of life than gently 


breathing; it was put in a court-yard, 


where it could not eſcape, and we watched 
it for near half an hour, during which it 


Cc4 never 
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never moved, but lay as dead; at laſt, it 
gently raiſed its head, looking all around, 


and not perceiving any danger, imme- 
diately ran off. We opened the door and 


let out the dogs, who purſuing | it, the 
creature lay down as before, without ſhew- 

ing any ſigns of life, nor would they 
meddle with it, but were returning back; 


we went out and ſet the dogs at it, and 


| notwithſtanding two ſpirited ſpaniels wor- 


ried and ſhook; nay, even ſnapped its very 
bones, which we could diſtinctly hear, 
the creature never ſhewed any ſymptoms 


of life. After the dogs had worried it, and 
broke almoſt every bone in its body, which, 


perhaps you will ſay, did not reflect much 


credit to our humanity, a heavy ſtone 


was dropt on its head, to end its tortures; 


and even then, at parting with life, 


it ſcarcely ſtruggled ; but this mode of 


feigning death, is what preſerves this 


creature from the mountain cat, and other 


carniverous animals . 


A for 


9 „ 


_ aan 
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ber days ago, went with fever 


officers to ſee a a diverſion peculiar to this 


country, termed quarter- racing, which is 


a match between two horſes, to run a 
quarter of a mile in a ſtraight direction, ; 
and near moſt of the ordinaries, there is 
2 piece of ground cleared in the woods 
for that purpoſe, where fkere are two 
paths about ſix or eig 
which the horſes: run in, this diver- 
fion is a great favorite of the middling : 
and lower claſſes, and they have a breed : 
of horſes to perform it with | aſtoniſhing 
velocity, beating every other for that diſ- 
tance with the greateſt eaſe, I think I 
can, without the leaſt exaggeration, aſſert, 


0 


that even the famous Eclipſe could not ex- 


cel them in ſpeed, for our horſes are ſome 


time before they are able to get into fall 


ſpeed, and theſe are trained to ſet out in 
that manner the moment of ſtarting. It 
is the moſt ridiculous amuſement imagine- 


able, for if you happen to be looking ano- 
Foe, 3 ther 


— S =_ 
— —— — * * — 
ou 


t yards. aſunder, 


0 ig % + hc 4 6 99 


- 


394  1NTExRIOR TRAVELS | 


ther way, the race is terminated. before | 


you · can turn your head; notwithſtanding 
which, very conſiderable ſums are betted 


at theſe matches. We ſtayed and ſaw ſe- 
veral, and then returned, as we were giv- 
en to underſtand; that after the races 


were finiſhed, / the day was concluded 
with ſeveral of thoſe horrid boxing- 


matches I deſgribag to you in my laſt, 


and that two or: three daring fellows had 
faid tliey would ſeek a quarrel with the 


: buck-· kins to fight by themſelves, a- pro- 
Pos, it may not be amiſs to explain this 

4 which was given to F Virgini- 
the New Englanders, (in retali- 


epithe 
ans, 


| ; ations F r their calling them Yankees): i in. 
allufion'to their anceſtors —_ hunters, 


13 _— are no roe-bucks 1 in Virginia. 


mT 2 F N — 1 "os 7 
1 110 18 4 * ; EY 4 | 


Theſe races are 0 among the ſettlers 


9 the * of, eee Wa 


Britiſh: officers ; therefore we left theſe 
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they. are. much laughed at and. ridiculed 

by the people in the lower, parts, ; 
about Richmond and other great towns * 
at Williamſburg, is a very excellent courſe 
for two, three, or four mile heats, A 
where there are races every spring and 
Fall; they run for purſes are generally 
raiſed by ſubſcription, and the horſe 
that wins two four mile heats, out of 
three, is entitled to the prize, Which is 

one hundred pounds the firſt, days run - 

ning, and fifty pounds every other day, 

and theſe races commonly laſt a week; 
at which very capital horſes are ſtarted, . 


that would make no contemptable figure 11 | 


v* 

» 

; 2 
1 


There are two Gin of inſets extreme- 
ly troubleſome, which are the wood- 
tick, and the ſeed-tick; the former are 
about the ſize, and greatly reſemble a 
bug, reſorting, moſtly, upon trees and 
kruſhes, from which, a they fall upon Jou, 


they 


bd 


\ 
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ey fix their proboſcis 1 into the pofes of | 
the ſkin, and fuck the blood till they are 
of an enormous fize, and then drop off; 
they are exceedingly troubleſome to the 
cattle; the latter derive their name from 
not being much larger than ſmall ſeed ; 
theſe are chiefly upon the long graſs, and 
if they get on you, being ſo ſmall, they 
enter the pores of the ſkin, which occaſion 

a violent irritation; and if rubbed, is at- 
tended with very dangerous conſequences, 
as it inevitably brings on an inflamma- 
tion, and ſometimes a mortification; the 

5 only mode of preventing any of theſe con- 
ſequences, i is to fumigate the parts affected 
with tobacco, which penetrating: the pores, 
n pip inſets. 0 
There! is a ſhrub ties to thisth pro- 
noun that bears a ſmall flower, which the 
inhabitants term the bubby flower, it re 
ſembles that which grows on clover grals, 
and Win peculiar qualities, for it retains its 
& grateful 


12271 
» # #1 F 


6% | 
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grateful and odoriferous perfume for 7 


length of time after being gathered, and 


as it withers, encreaſes; the name given 
to the flower ariſes from a cuſtom that the 
women have of putting this flower down 
their boſoms, letting it remain there till 
it has loſt all its grateful perfume, 


Having ſome buſineſs with Colonel 


Bland, of whom I made mention in a for- 
mer letter, I went to his houſe juſt as he 
had mounted horſe, but he, with the 

N politeneſs which, but in juſtice to him, I 

muſt ſay, he ſhews to the Britiſh officers, 
diſmounted, and invited me in, and after 35 
communicating my buſineſs, upon my 


taking leave of him, notwithſtanding his 
politeneſs and attention, I could not help 


ſmiling at the pompoſity, and the great 


importance he aſſumes, to make him- 
ſelf appear to us conſequential; for to 
convince us that he was converſant with 


the French language, having mounted his 
| horſe 
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horſe wither; his. fword, he: called to a 
negro, he had purchaſed from one of 


the French Weſt- Indian iſlands, to bring 
it him, which the fellow did without the 
ſcabbard; when the Colonel, in great an- 
ger, ſaid to him, Donney moi, donney moi, 


and after great. heſitation; donney n moi mon 


oo 


— 


we have been af late greatly coi 


ed with the paper money, not only 


by that iſſued from Congreſs, but the 
iſſued: by theſe States, they | both having 


been counterfeited ; the former, though 


not altogether, is in part refuſed in con- 
ſequence of it, and the latter is entirely 
ſtopt, and new impreſſions are iſſued, 


which the Governor and Aſſembly con- 


ceive will not eaſily be counterfeited, as it 
is made upon paper difficult to be ob- 
tained in theſe parts, nor have they ar- 
rived to ſuch perfectien of making paper 
as to manufacture it; indeed, throughout 
5 America 


ten 
ri 
C11 


pe 


J 


f 


- 99 
America they are greatly deficient in this 
art, as moſt of their news- papers are 
printed upon blue, or elſe coarſe white 
paper, ſimilar to that uſed by ſhopkeepers, | 
but the paper of this new emiſſion, is the | 
filver- paper uſed by hatters, great quan- 
tities of which were found in a veſſel that 

was captured, and was ſeized on by the 
Governor” for this purpoſe: excluſive of 

the great loſſes that we conſtantly expe- | 
rience with paper money in general, we 
have ſuffered much by this new emiſſion, 
as likewiſe by the great depreciation of. 
the Congreſs money, as the exchange at 
preſent 1s after the rate of five hundred | 
Poe dollars for one, guinea. —- 
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The depreciation of Congreſs money 
ariſes from the vaſt quantity of the coun- 
terfeit, which any perſon who hazards the 
riſk, may have gratis, at New-York, to 
circulate throughout the province, and to 
point out to you what confuſion there 

per 
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; n at the concluſion of this unhappy 
_ conteſt, on whichever ſide it may termi; 

\ nate, when I inform you; that there are 

5 many perſons now in actual poſſeſſion of 
7 Plantations, which they purchaſed with h 


vs 44 3 


he counterfeit. money, they brou ght fr from 


New- ork. As I. have repeatedly men. 
tioned in ſeveral of my letters, various cir | 

gumſtances concerning Paper money, and | 

1 thinking they may not be unacceptable, | 

N have encloſed a few dollars in this letter. 
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| Richmond, in Virginia, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


JOU will naturally conclude, at re- 


when laſt here, induced me to pay a ſe- 


proved extremely ſo. to others; my buſi- 
neſs being to communicate General Phil- 


lips's orders, that none of the officers are 


Vor. II. D q_ to 


July 14, 177. 


. ceiving another letter from this 
| place, that the kind reception 1 met with 


| cond vifit ; but however pleaſant ſach a 


jurney would be, my preſent one is not 
only very diſagreeable to myſelf, but has 
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to reſide at a greater diſtance from the 


barracks than twenty miles. 


On my way to this place I ſtopt and 
ſlept at Tuckahoe, where I met with Colo- 
nel Mead, Colonel Laurens, and another 
officer of General Waſhington's ſuite.--- 
More than 'once did I expreſs a wiſh the 
General himſelf had been of the party, to 

have ſeen and converſed with a character, 
of whom, in all my travels through the 
various provinces, I never heard any one 


| ſpeak diſreſpectfully, as an individual, and 


whoſe public character has been the ad- 
miration and aſtoniſhment of all Europe. 


The converſation, | in general, turn- 
ing upon horſes, Colonel Mead was priz- 


ing his as being remarkably high ſpirited, 
which prevented its falling into the hands 


of a party of our light dragoons, as his 
negr. ro, who had the care of it, was look- 


ing after forage, who was ſurprized, pur- 
oel 


— 


- FS. - 2 


Te 


gro, fearful of himſelf, and dreading his 
horſe, run him at the fence, which he 


to the aſtoniſhment of the dragoons ; the 
Colonel attributed the ſafety of his per- 


battle of Monmouth, having been fired at 


dir Henry Clinton's Aid de Camp had fired 
at; and requeſting to know the particular 
color of his horſe, he informed me it was 


. black, which convinced me it was him | 
1 hen J related the circumſtance of his 
i meeting Sir Henry Clinton, he replied, he 
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ſued, and nearly ſurrounded by the party, 
in a field, encloſed with a prodigious 
fence, near nine feet high; the poor ne- 


maſter's diſpleaſure, in caſe he loſt the 


leaped over, and rode off into the woods, 


fon to the ſwiftneſs of this horſe at the 


and purſued by ſome Britiſh officers as he 
was reconnoitring. Upon the Colonel's 
mentioning this circumſtance, it occurred 
to me, he muſt have been the perſon that 


recollected in the courſe of that day, to 
have met ſeveral Br itiſh officers, and one 
D d 2 of 
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of them wore a ftar. Upon my mention 
ing the obſervation Sir Henry Clinton had 
made to his Aid de Camp, the Colonel 


laughed, and replied, Had he known it 


« had been the Commander in Chief, he 
* ſhould have made a deſperate tort to 
have taken him priſoner.” 


At 8 gan hend J was in- 


formed in what a ſpirited manner Colonel 


Randolph had reſented the illiberality of 


ſome of his neighbours, who had in- 
ſinuated and threatened. to ſet fire to ſome 


valuable mills, on account of his hoſpi- 


ality to the Britiſh officers : At the next 
court day, after he had heard of this re- 


port, he in a very animated ſpeech ſtated, 


that no one had a right to ſcrutinize into 


his private concerns, that his public cha- 


racter was well known, and that no one 
could with more zeal and perſeverence 


ſupport the cauſe of the Americans 


than he had done, and concluded with 


offering ö 
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dffering a reward of five hundred pounds 

for the diſcovery of thoſe who had made 
uſe of thoſe threats. Since this tranſac- 
tion, the Colonel has paid more attention 
to the officers, acting truly confiſtent with 
the principles of independence, and to 
ſhame his countrymen for their want of 


liberality. 


J was detained near two days in my 
journey to this place, on account of the 
overflowing of the river, at what is termed 
the Point of Forks, where James River 
divides, and was rather ſurprized at this 
ſudden riſing of the water, as it had not 
rained for ſeveral days, but on enquiry 
found, that any fall of rain, unleſs ex- 
tremely violent, never encreaſed the water 
till ſome time after, during which it col- 
lects from the mountains, and ruſhes 
in amazing torrents; the waters were ſo 
encreaſed, that they had overflowed the 
banks of the river for many miles, and as it 


Dad; comes 
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comes down with great impetuoſity from 


the mountains, it waſhes away the earth, 

which being of a red caſt, appears like a 
torrent of blood. Since the waters have 
abated, there has been caught a great num- 
ber of ſturgeons and rock-fiſh, at the falls 


of this place : Indeed fiſh is at this ſeaſon 
in great plenty, eſpecially eels, which are 


of a great ſize, and caught in weirs; 
numbers of which are upon James River, 
above the falls, and indeed upon moſt of 


the rivers and creeks; theſe weirs are 


conſtructed of ſtones laid acroſs the river 
of the uſual height of the current, and 
| brought to a point in the center, where 
is placed a wicker baſket, or a wooden box, 

in which they catch great quantities of 


fiſh, 


I think nothing more fully evinces the 


cal diſtreſſes of the inhabitants in general, 


throughout America, and how great the 


ſpirit of perſecution and oppreſſion reigns 


throughout 
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throughout all the provinces, as the amaz- 


ing emigrations to a new ſettlement, at a 
place called Kentucky, where the ſoil is 


extremely fruitful, and where there are 


abundance of buffaloes, the e | 
around, for a great number of miles, is an 


extenſive plain, with very few trees grow- 


ing on it. New diſcoveries are continually 
making, as to the vaſt extent of the con- 


tinent of America, and in ſome future day 
it may be learnt, what the boundaries 


are to the weſtward. This new ſettle- 


ment is near a thouſand miles from this 


place, nevertheleſs, thoſe travelling to Wn 
though to ſo great a diſtance, and perhaps 
| have left comfortable houſes and planta- 


tions, which have been the labor of their 
whole lives to clear and bring to perfec- 
tion, appear chearful and happy, pleaſed 
with the idea, that they will be free from 


the tyranny and oppreſſion of the Con- 
greſs, and its upſtart dependants. Their 


mode of travelling greatly reſembles that 
— 04 of 
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N bol the patriarchs of old, for they take 
uith them their horſes, oxen, ſheep, and 
| other cattle; as likewiſe all kinds of poul- 
| try. On my journey to this place, I faw 
ö a family ſetting off for this new ſettle- 
| ment, leaving behind them a neat habi- 
tation, which appeared ſurrounded with 
E every requiſite to make it at once the 
| manſion of content and happineſs. As 
to the manner of quitting it, that fa- 
| vorite poet, Dre Goldſmith, has moſt 
2 charmingly deſcribed it in the — 
3 lines : 8 


Good Heavens What ſorrows gloom' d that parting day, 
«© 'That called them from their native walks away 3 
When the poor cxiles, every pleaſure paſt, | 

| OE TIOT: the bowers and fondly looked their laſt.” 


| Nor can I more forcibly deſcribe the 
| family s ſetting out on their j journey, than 
he has done----where he ſays, , 


4 . The good old lire, the erg prepared to 80 
| To new-found worlds, and wept for other's woe 3; 
as „ 


a N 
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« But for himſelf in conſcious virtue brave, 

« He only wiſh'd for worlds beyond the grave; 
| « His lovely daughter, loveliet in her tears, 

« The fond companion of his helpleſs years; 
Silent went next, neglectful of her . ; 
* And left a lover's for a father's arms; 
With tender plaints, the mother ſpoke her woes; 

« And bleſt the cot where ev'ry pleaſure roſe ; 

« And kiſt her thoughtleſs babes with many a tear, 
« And claſpt them cloſe in ſorrow doubly dear, 

« Whilſt her fond huſband ſtrove to lend relief, 
In all the ſilent manlineſs of grief”. 


The heat of the weather is at pi eſent 
very intenſe, and renders travelling un- 
pleaſant, eſpecially on horſe- back, the 
rays of the ſun are ſo very powerful j in the 
middle of the day, that neither yourſelf 
nor your horſe are able to withſtand it, 
and you can only travel in the mornings 
and evenings. The inhabitants jog on in 
a vehicle called a ſulky, a kind of one 
horſe chaiſe, but conſtructed juſt large 
enough to contain one perſon ; they ſay 
theſe are not ſo fatiguing to the horſe as 

a per- 
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a perſon's riding on its back. In travel. 


ling on horſe-back, you muſt either walk 


or gallop your horſe, as the motion of 


trotting is too fatiguing for yourſelf and 


the beaſt. 


IF f 


At every plantation you paſs by, the 


peach trees preſent their fruit, to allay the 
parching thirſt the heat occafions ; and 
it is deemed no treſpaſs to ſtop and re- 
freſh yourſelf and your horſe with them; 
if the owner of the plantation perccives 
you gathering, he will come and direct 


you to the tree that bears the beſt fruit, 
for the peaches of this country are of va- 
rious ſorts; and though they are in ſuch 


| abundance, that they feed the hogs with 


them, yet there are very few. except in 


gentleman' 8 gardens, which have that 
flavor and juice of thoſe that grow in 
England. 


Having 


Il 
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Having ſeen the proceſs of making 5 


peach brandy, I no longer am ſurprized 

at this ſpirit having ſuch pernicious 
effects when drank to exceſs, and how un- 
wholeſome it muſt be taken in ever ſo 
mall quantities; for after gathering the 
fruit, it is put in large vats, where it re- 
mains till it is in ſuch a ſtate of putrefac- 
tion, as to be extremely oircnfive to ap- 
proach it, in this ſtrate the peaches are 


preſſed and the liquor that comes from 


them 1s diſtilled ; from whence the cuſtom 
aroſe to let the peaches be in ſuch a pu- 
trified ſtate, I never could learn; for 
upon aſking ſeveral of the inhabitants if 
they bruiſed the peaches as ſoon as gather- 
ed, and preſſed the liquor from them, 


whether the flavor and ſtrength of ſpirit 


would not be ſuperior, the only anſwer 
could obtain was, that they believed it 


might, but the other was the uſual 


mode. 


The 
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The town of Richmond, as well as the 
plantations around for ſome miles, ' ha 
been in imminent. danger, as the wood 


have been on fire, which for Tome time 


paſt has raged with great fury, and that 
element ſeemed to threaten univerſal de. 
truction; but providentially, before i 
had done any material damage, there fel 
a very heavy rain, which nevertheleſs, has 
not altogether extinguiſhed it, as it is 
daily breaking out in places, but not {6 
violent but 1t can be eaſily prevented from 
ſpreading. . e 


During the Summer months, theſe 
fires are very frequeut, and at. Charlotteſ- 


ville I have ſeen the mountains on a bla 
for three or four miles in length, the 
are occaſioned by the careleſſneſs of wag: 
goners, who, when night . approaches 
after they have unharneſſed the horſes, fel 
thera, pannelled them, and tying a bel 
round their necks, turned them looſe i 
the 
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the woods to graze, make a large fire 
to warm them when they ſleep, which on 
purſuing their journey the next morning, 


they neglect to extinguiſh, this commu- 


nicating to the dry leaves which lay on 


the ground, ſpreads rapidly and cauſes 


theſe dreadful and dangerous conflagra- 
tions, 


To-morrow I leave this. place, to return 


Charlotteſville, when I ſhall embrace the 


next. favorable opportunity to write, this 
| ſend by the flag of truce that is return- 
ing to New-York, and in hopes it may 
fafely reach you, . 1 remain, 


| | Your S, &c. 
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Oe my return from Richmond, 1 I 


little ee of danger, that they 


E E 1 N NR 


Tower? s Plantation, near C harlott:fuille, 
in Virginia, Aug. 4, 1779. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


witneſſ:d the mode that renders the 


Virginian rifle-· men ſo expert in the uſe of 
arms- as great numbers were aſſembled, WM 
0 
ſhooting at marks, and which I under- "1 
ir 


ſtand, long before the commencement of 
6 
the war, was the conſtant diverſion in this J 


country; ſo certain are they of hitting, 5 
that they are not fearful of holding the 
board at arm's length; nay, ſome are 10 f 


will 
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will place it between their legs for another 
to fire at. 


There is an inſect, termed the fire-fly, 
which in itſelf is a great cur ioſity, being 
really a perfect phoſphorus: for a conſi- 
derable portion of its life, moſt of the in- 
terior parts of its body being at times 
luminous, and from whence it emits rays 

of light for a great part of the night, 
by means of two glandular ſpots, that are = 
placed between the head and ſhoulders ; 
Ivoeoertheleſs, though theſe luminous rays 
iſſue naturally from the inſect, while awake 
n {ems to poſſeſs power of interrupting. 
4 them at will, and then theſe ſpots are 
L opake; though, as I obſerved moſt of the 


— —ů — 4 — — 
/ 
— 


| 
of internal parts of theſe inſects emit a light, | | 
15 WW jet the thickneſs of its cover prevents it oo 
g. appearing through any other place but Il 
ne Mole conſtituted by nature for the pur- 


0 poſe; yet, on extending the rings that 7 
7 cover the different parts of the body a | 
ul little 


little aſunder, you may obſer ve the ſame 
light to iſſue. 


By the light of one of theſe inſets, if 
held between the fingers, and moved gra. 


dually with the luminous ſpots over the 


chryſtal of a watch, you can with eaſe 


tell the hour; and ten or twelve of them 
put into a clear phial, will give ſufficient 
light to read or write by very A 


Theſe inſects make their appearance in 


the evening, and are to be ſeen for a con- 
ſiderable part of the night; they are ex- 
tremely unpleaſant to travellers at a late 
hour, being at times To numerous, as to 
perfectly dazzle the eye, and by their ob- 
ſcure intervals and ſudden glare, the ſight 
is diverted from every object of danger 
that at night preſents itſelf; an inſtance 


of which lately happened, that had near 


been fatal to an officer, who, loſt in the 


bye paths in the woods, by the reaſon of 
theſe 
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theſe inſects, did not perceive a tree that 
was not entirely blown down, but reſted 
on another, againſt which he came with 
ſuch violence as to be ſtunned, and on 
regaining his ſenſes, found that in falling 
from his horſe, he had broke one of his 
legs, and he remained 1n that ſtate till the 
next morning, when he was found by a 
negro, who conducted him home. 


Vou may recollect, in a former letter, 
mentioned what a lawleſs ſet the lower 
claſs were, and of their ferocious diſpoſi- | 
tion; an inſtance has recently occurred, 3 
wherein the moſt wanton cruelties —_ 
intended to be put in execution againſt 
an officer of the artillery, who, in the 
moſt miraculous manner, made his eſcape 
from theſe brutal ſavages, as they were 
conducting him to the place where they i 


Intended to perpetrate their horrid 2 
poſe. 


— NN ̃ — — — — —— 
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fellow pretended to be jealous, and com- 


had juſt time to ſeize his ſword, with 


— 
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- The officer was quartered at the ho 
tion of one. Watſon, a wretch who. is 


reckoned an adept in gouging, and who 


Prepares his nails for that purpoſe, He 
has an agreeable, but by no means a 
pretty woman, for his wife, and on at- 
count of the common civilities in ſupply- 
ing the officer with poultry, milk, &c, 
which he regularly paid for; this ignorant 


municating his ſentiments to ſome neigh- 


bours of a ſimilar diſpoſition to his own, 
they concerted a ſcheme to be revenged of 
the officer. 


: Accordingly, a few days . they 
broke into his chamber at the dead of 
night, but the noiſe awaking him, he 


which he defended himſelf for ſome time 
till it broke, when he was overpowerel 
by his landlord and three other ruffians 


WhO made him put on his eloaths 
and 
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and after tying his hands behind him, led 
him into the yard, and placing him on his 


theſe deſperadoes, who reſided about two 


been the ſituation of his mind when 
in their way to this neighbours houſe, 
theſe fellows were conſulting whether 
they ſhould cut his throat and ſecrete the 
body, or caſtrate — and roll him down 
a ſteep rock. 


| Arriving at the plantation, they took 
into the houſe, the owner of which de- 


diſſuaded the others from it, but they 


toddy, which they drank till intoxicated, 


„ do 


own horſe, they ſet out with him armed 
with muſkets, to proceed to another of 


— 


miles diſtant, to conſult on the mode of 
revenge only conceive what muſt have 


m off the horſe and conducted him 
clined any concer n in the tranſaction, and 


were ſteady to their bloody purpoſes; the 
ruffians then defired ſome peach brandy 


all this time conſulting what they ſhould 
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do with the officer. The villain Watſon, 
who particularly ſappoſed himſelf to be 


aggrieved, and was the firſt inſtigator of 


——————— —————— ——— — — — ͤ — Ds 


this baſe plot, occaſionally preſented his 
Piece, andthreatened immediate vengeance, 
At length the dawn of day appearing, the 
wretches as if conſcious of their iniquitous 
proceeding, remarked it would ſoon be 
light, and reſolving to put the laſt of 
their threats in execution, they quitted 
the houſe, mounting the officer on his 
horſe, and proceeded to the ſpot where they 
were to perpetrate it, which was at the 
foot of a mountain, near A very wp 
precipice. | 


Ihe ſituation of the officer was truly 
dreadful, for however reſigned he might 
be to meet hts fate, the manner of it was 
moſt lamentable; in the hands of American 
deſperadoes, who are worſe than ſavages, 
revengeful and drunk, alternately preſent- 
ing their muſquets and vowing inſtant 
death. 5 5 

Wheg 
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| When they had proceeded with him near 
three miles, it was quite day light, they 
then judged it neceſſary to haſten their 
pace, fearful of meeting any one, and by 
now and then making the horſe trot, it 
looſened the cord with which the officer's | 
hands were tied; perceiving this, and 
after ſome little ſtruggle, finding he could 
releaſe his hands, he very prudently 
waited an opportunity till he came to 
ſome road he was acquainted with. After 
they had proceeded about half a mile fur- 
ther, very near the place they were to 
conduct him to, he diſcerned a bye path 
which led to the barracks, inſtantly diſ- 
engaged his hands, ſeized the bridle and 
ſpeaking to his horſe, which had been 
an old quarter-racer, it ſet off full ſpeed. 
Theſe wretches all dicharged their pieces 
at him, but owing to the thickneſs of the 
wood and their intoxication, he eſcaped, 3 
and arrived ſafe at the barracks, 


This 
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This matter was repreſented to the Go- 
vernor of the province, by the General, at 


the ſame time deſcribing the inhabitants, 


and their place of reſidence; the anſwer 
from the Governor was, that he was ex- 
tremely concerned at it, but at preſent the 
civil power was of little uſe, the officers 
not daring to make uſe of their authority 
among theſe back-woods men, as it en- 
dangered their lives; and he had only to 
recommend the officer to be on his guard, 
and not quit the barracks, and that at 

night, for his perſonal ſafety, he had 
wrote to the Commanding Officer of the 
continental troops, to place a ſerjeant's 


guard at his houſe: yet, notwithſtanding ; 
the wretches are acquainted with this cir- 


cumſtance, they have had the audacity 


to hover about the barracks, in order to 


ſeize him; but it having been intimated 
to them, that the American Commanding 
Otficer had orders to apprehend them, and 

ſend 


fo 


lia 


at 
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ſend them down to the Governor at Wil- 


lamiburgh, they have deſiſted in their 
attempts. I think there needs not a more 
convincing proof to ſhe the anarchy and 


confuſion at preſent exiſting in America, 


and that all pretenſions to civil govern- 
ment are ideal, I aſſure you, my dear friend, 


Congreſs, aided by the military, is the 
only ruling power at preſent; they are de- 
ſpotic, and their orders enforced by the 


military with as arbitrary a ſway as that 


with which the WP of Fro governs 


his dominions. VV 


The grub which ſupplies our manufac- 


tures with cotton, is much cultivated in 
this Province, and the inhabitants of the 
lower ſort, through the ſcarceneſs and 


difficulty of procuring clothing for them- 
ſelves and their negroes, pay greater at- 


tention to it at preſent than tobacco, this I 
plant is of a quick luxuriant growth, and 


riſes 
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riſes from five to ſix feet in height, ai 
perſing a number of branches as it ſhoots, 
it requires a dry foil, and thrives beſt in 
grounds already tilled, for though the 
plant flouriſhes more in freſh lands, yet 
from its luxuriance, it produces more 
wood than fruit, it is planted in regular 
walks, and at a moderate diſtance from 
each other, for the branches to ſpread, 
when it is grown to the height of five or 
ſix inches, the ſtems are pulled up except 
two or three of the ſtouteſt, which are 
cropped twice before the end of Auguſt; 
this precaution is abſolutely neceſſary, as 
the wood bears no fruit till after the ſe- 
| cond cropping; and if by neglect the 
plant is ſuffered to exceed four feet high 
in its growth, the crop will be greatly in- 
ferior in quality and quantity, and the 
fruit difficult to gather. 


The fruit that nnn ſhrub bears, 
proceeds from a flower which blows at 
q Fa 
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the extremity of its branches, the piſtil 
of which turns to a ſhell of the ſize of a 
pigeon's egg, and when the cotton contained 

in it is ripe, it burſts and expoſes the ſeeds 
wrapt up in the native flocks to the ſun 3 
when the greateſt part of them are thus 
opened, the negroes gather them, and the 
ſeeds which are naturally mixed with the 
cotton are cleaned by means of a ma- 
chine called a gen, which is made of 
two ſmooth rollers placed cloſe and pa- 
rallel to each other in a frame, and move 
in contrary directions by means of dif- 
ferent wheels at the oppoſite ſide of the 
machine, which are put in motion by the 
foot, the cotton being put to theſe rollers, 
while they move round, it readily paſſes 


between them, bearing the ſeed which are 


too large for the interſpace behind. What 
paſſes in this operation is afterwards hand 
Picked to clear it from the ſmall dirt that 
comes 


426 
comes with the cotton through the 
machine, and then it becomes fit for 
uſe. 


all the families in this Province, both 
male and female, are cloathed with their 
own manufacture, the ſuperior claſs as 
an example to their inferiors, who are 
: ages by neceſlity. 
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* 


The carding and ſpinning of cotton 15 


the chief employment of the female ne- 
groes, for ſince the inhabitants have been 
deprived of our Engliſh cottons, they ma- 
nufacture a fort themſelves, little inferior 


to that made at Mancheſter, and almoſt 


| The weather bins ſo extremely hot, 
woollen cloaths are inſufferable, there- 
fore from neceſſity, and as is the cuſtom 
of the country, the officers wear cotton 
hadbiliments; the cotton of which mine 
os | is 
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is made I obtained from my landlord, 
and ſaw the whole proceſs of its growth 

and manufacture, from the ſeed being 

ſown, till it came out of the loom. 


I remain, 


Yours, & 5 
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| : . Jones's Plantation, near Charlottejvill, 
| | 8 in Virginia, Dec. 12, 1779. ; C 
4 *MY DEAR FRIEND, ; t 
[| FNONSIDERING the mnumerable dif- t. 
| | - = ficulties and inconveniences which MW 
[ the colonies have laboured under in 0 
| | | o * * | . . _ . | Are 
l maintaining their independency, and their * 


18 ſucceſſes appear aſtoniſhing, ſuch as 8 
could only be effected by that unanimity M 
which univerſally prevails ' among the 
leading and conſpicuous characters in each WW * 
ſtate; and it is no leſs ſurprizing that in I h. 

their ſtrenous ſupport of public meaſures, I 
the internal arrangement of their affairs WW 

„ ſhould 


— 
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ſhould be neglected, and by ſuch neglect 


at preſent, their internal concerns, mer+ 
chandizes of all kinds, and the com- 
mon and neceſſary articles of life are at 
ſuch enormous prices, that few can pro- 


adopted various meaſures to remedy theſe 
evils, but their endeavours have been fruſ- 
trated by a few monopolizing wretches 
at Philadelphia and other great cities: to 


r various deſigns and undertakings of Con- 
greſs. 


But of all the arduous and trying ſitua- 
tions they have had to encounter, none 
has proved more difficult than the preſent, 


Yours to ancems, and if not effected, 
they 


— * * 
— 
* — 


—— — — —— : 7 — 


hazard a general confuſion. In this ſtate, 


cure them, and for want of them all 
claſſes are highly diſtreſſed ; Congreſs have 


this is owing much of the public diſtreſs, 
which becomes a ſcource of hindrance and 
\ Wl diſcouragement in the proſecution of the 


which they are uſing their utmoſt endea- 
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they muſt bid farwvel to all hopes of gain. 
ing independency, and this is the depre- 


ciation of their paper money. From the 


firſt emiſſion of bills at the commence- 
ment of the war to the preſent period, 
they have, by the neceſſity of the times, 
iffued near forty millions ſterling of con- 
tinental dollars, and what contributes ſtill 
more to the depreciation, is the immenſe 
ſums of counterfeit money ifſued from 
New-York, and other Le: in our poſ- 
ſeſſion. 


Therefore Congreſs wiſely foreſceing the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity of removing all 


doubts and diſtreſs, that the united ſtates 


were unable to redeem their bills, and 


that raiſing more money by a new emiſſion 


would encreaſe the paper in circulation, | 


and be the cauſe of ſtill more decreaſing 
its value, have diſtributed throughout the 
the colonies their reſolve, in order to re- 
move thoſe apprehenſions that Were daily 


Saininz . 


— Fool famadk 
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gaining ground, in which after ſtating the 
great depreciation. of their currency, by 


the means of ſelfiſh men, who diſregarded 


the great oby ect they were then, and had 
for ſeveral years been ſtruggling to obtain, 
and the enormous ſums of counterfeit 
money their enemies had cauſed to be 
put in circulation with that of Congreſs, 
they had thought proper to declare, that 

after ſuch a date, no currency ſhould 


paſs, but that iſſued from that time; and 


ſenſible that as many perſons might loſe 
conſiderable ſums by reaſon of counterfeit 
money, whatever ſums of any ſort were 
brought to the treaſury at Philadelphia, 

they ſhould receive one dollar of the new 


emiſſion, for every forty dollars. And 


the more fully to eſtabliſh the credit and 


value of the new currency, the Congreſs 
pledged their public faith, to pay its value 


in Sold or ſilver ſpecie. 


This 


— 


— — — 
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This has had the deſired effect of Con- 
greſs, that of ſolely keeping up the ſpirits 
of the people; for it muſt be obvious to 
every one, that it is impoſſible to fulfil 


their engagements, and to go to Philadel- 
phia, to procure ſpecie for a ſin gle dollar, 
would perhaps only be inſulted and 
laughed at. That this opinion prevails, 
the preſent depreciation. is a convincing 
proof; for we obtain forty-five dollars of 
this emiſſien for one in ſpecie. 


Among the various fruits upon this 


continent, there is one that ſeems peculiar 
to this prov ince, named the perſimmon, 
and which, until meliorated by ſeveral 
ſharp froſts, is not eatable, or ſcarcely to 
be taſted. Many of us were deceived by 
this fruit, when ripe and hanging on the 
trees, it having the appearance of an 
Orlean plumb ; but which we found poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch powerful aſtringent qualities, 


as to contract the mouth to ſuch a degree, 


that 


tro 


Orr, 
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that it was ſeveral hours before we re- 
rained the ſenſe of taſte; of this fruit the 
inhabitants, in ſome parts, brew a liquor 
called perſimmon beer. 75 


Animals reſorting to the words are ex- 
tremely fond of its flavor, particularly the 
bears, who come from a great diſtance in 
queſt of it, eſpecially on the approach of 
vinter, at which time the inhabitants chace 
and moſtly kill them, as they are unable 
to regain the mountains before the dogs 
overtake them. If they reach the moun- 
tains, the purſuit after them is attended, 
with danger, on account of the vaſt num- 
er of carniverous animals reſorting 
here in abundance. An accident was 
fear happening to an officer who, with 
ome others, and a few inhabitants, 
ere in purſuit of a bear at the foot of 


88, "HEN 5 A „1 5 
4 erocious animal, which IT deſcribed in a 
ö 5 | t „ 
mer letter, called the mountain cat, 


You, H. 1 was 


de mountains; at the very inſtant, a 
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ſhot him through the head, and it t fel 
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was going to ſpring upon him. One of 
the inhabitants obſerving it, with his rife 


dead to the ground, 


There is in this province, what I never 


recollected to have ſeen in any other, a large: ll © 
ravenous kind of bird that feeds on ca-. 
rion, nearly as big as an eagle, called ail * 
turkey-buſtard, from having red gills, r-Mf | 
ſembling thoſe of a turkey, whence it d 
rives its name. It ſeems to be a ſpecial | 
of the kite, hovering on the wing lik |! 
that bird, and being carniverous. Then © 
5 habitants kill them for the ſake of theſ © 
- feet, which diſſolved into an oil, is eſteem 
ed very ſalutary in the ſciatica, a ache, 
and pains. | P 

| 155 al 

Lou would ſcarcely credit, from the! - 
borious and harraſſing life the negrot h 
lead in this country, that the paſſions of 
in 


love and 3 ſnould act very n 
ful 
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flly on them, naturally concludin g· that 
their whole ideas would concenter in 
one, that of rendering their miſerable ſitu- 
tion a ſtate of comfort, yet ſo forcibly do 
thoſe paſſions operate on their minds, they 
are continually poiſoning each other, thro” 
diſappointment, or jealouſy : what is re- 
WM markable, they can adminiſter the poiſon 
ut it ſhall affect the life for a longer or a 
MF ſhorter period, agreeable to their ideas of 
revenge on the object. The owner of our 
plantation has had ſeveral female negroes 
poiſoned, ſome of whom have lingered out 
a life for fix. or eight months after, and 
others again, only a week or a fortnight. 
There was one remarkably ſtout wench, 
who expired on the eighth day after being 
poiſoned ; the decay of nature was remark- 
ably viſible from the ſecond day, and ſhe 
only complained of a violent pain in her 
head, and a conſtant ſickneſs at the ſto- 
mach; when medical aſſiſtance was called 
in, it was pronounced impoſſible to coun- 
Fs... teract 
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teract the poiſon, unleſs what the poifon 
conſiſted of, could be known which 


though in frequent uſe amongſt the 
negroes. had never E been diſcovered. | 


J Attk6ugh we have been now dar a 
twelvemonth in this province, the ſoldiers 


fare little better than on their firſt arrival; 
for the greateſt part of the ſummer they 
have been thirty and forty days, at different 
periods, without any other Proviſion 


dclivered to them than the, meal of _— 


5 + 5.4 % 


have 17 558 at the FRY but owing 0 


ſomie defect in airing, and the heat of the 
Climate, are in a ſtate of putrefaction; z 
ſome perſon adviſed the American Com- 


7 


miſſary to bury the meat i in the earth for 


a few days, and it would regain its purity, 
which, when dug up, and although ſwarm- 
ing with 1 vermin, he inſiſted was « exceed- 
ingly good, only a little tainted with the 
weather, which the utmoſt « care could not 


— | 


* 


THROUGH AMERICA, 437 


prevent,. and ſerved it out to the ſoldiers 
as ſo many days ratio of meat, All com- 
plaints by General Phillips to the Gover- 
nor of the Province were of little avail, he 
receiving for anſwer, that it was the con- 
cern of Congreſs, and what did not affect 
the government of his ſtate. There are 
hopes, however, that the diſputes of the 
ſoldiers will be remedied, as both General 
Phillips and General Reideſel, who were 
a ſhort time ſince exchanged, and gone to 
New York, purpoſed, in their way to that 
city, to obtain an audience with General 
Waſhington, and lay thoſe grievances be- 
fore him; if that was impracticable, it 
was the intention of the Generals to lay 
the ſituation of the troops before Sir Henry 
Clinton, and through him to ſeek redreſs, 
by an application to General Waſhington . 
As to redreſs from the Americans, little is 
to be expected, though their Commander 
in Chief poſſeſſes humanity that reflects 
the higheſt honour On him; he has not 
ns © been 
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been able, notwithſtandin g ſo much loved 
and eſteemed, to diffuſe that benevolence 
and god-like virtue, among thoſe who look 
up to him for protection. The only hope 
we can any way rely on 1s, that Sir Henry 
Clinton will, in compaſſion to the ſuffer- 

ings of the troops, uſe every exertion in his 
power to effect a general exchange this 
winter. Should that take place, I may 

venture to affirm, that he will not 
have braver troops in his army; for the 
ſoldiers, from the cruelty and ill uſage they 
have continually experienced, ſince they 
became priſoners, will fight to deſpera: 
tion, | 
| Great numbers have deſerted, with 1 
view to get to New-York, rather than en- 
dure ſach diſtreſs, they certainly had no 
other inducement, as many of them com- 
municated to their officers their intentions 
previous to their deſertion, requeſting 1 


certificate, that on that day there was duc 
| . | t0 
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to them ſo much pay and ſo many years 
clothing, which we could reſuſe no more 

than we could their deſertion, but to be 
candid, rather than be witneſs of the hard- 
ſhips the men experienced, which were 
out of our power to redreſs, we rather con- 
nived at it, as we well knew that producing 
certificates from their officers, if they 
were ſo fortunate as to reach New-Vork, 
would enſure them a favorable reception 
with the Commander in Chief. Near an 
hundred have reached New- Vork, and 
about ſixty or ſeventy have been taken up, 
brought back and confined in a picket- 
ed priſon near the barracks, where num- 
bers would have actually been ſtarved, had 
not relief been afforded them by the offi- 
cers, who furniſhed them with proviſions 
at their own —— 


Among the deſerters, there was a party 
of twenty who appointed a ſerjeant at their 
head to command them, and previous to 
F f 4 ſetting 
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ſetting off, ſwore a moſt ſolemn oath, 


ſtrictly to adhere to a ſet of rules drawn 


up by the ſerjeant, in the nature of the ar- 
ticles of war, but the penalties inflicted in 
caſe of breach of any of theſe articles were 
ſingularly curious---being no leſs than 
death---immediate inſtantaneous death 


to be hanged upon the next tree, and 


others equally as tremenduous, the only 
one tending to mercy was cutting off the 
offenders ears. The whole party except- 


ing one, who was apprehended as out 


upon a ſcout for proviſions, got ſafe to 


New- Vork. I ſhould obſerve to you that 


this diſſertion is among the Britiſh troops, 
the Germans not feeling that amor patriæ, 
beſides they are fully content, being upon 
the ſame pay as the Britiſh troops, which 


is near four times as much as they receive 


in their own country, and for what reaſon 


it is impoſſible to ſay, but the Americans 
ſhew more indulgence to the Germans, 


permitting them to go round the country 


to 
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to labor, and being' for the moſt -part 


expert handicrafts, they realize a great 


deal of money, excluſive of their pay, 
and as the generality of the German 
troops are only ſoldiers raiſed for the war; 
upon their return to their own country, 


will become perſons of property, ex c ept= 


ing the regiments of the Prince of Heſſe 
Hanau's body guards, and General Reide- 
ſel's diſmounted dragoons, which are two 


well-diſciplined regiments, the reſt of 


German troops were fuch as little ſervice 


could be expected from, and when we re- 
flect on the manner they were raiſed, who 
could be ſurprized that they did not act | 


with more alacrity during the campaign ; 
for the mode of obtaining theſe ſubſidies, 


made by our court to Germany for troops, 
the Prince cauſed every place of worſhip 
to be ſurrounded during ſervice, and took 
every man who had been a ſoldier, and to 
embody theſe and form them into regi- 

Rs ments, 


2 ' 


— —U— — 2 — 


442 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


ments, he appointed old officers, who had 
been many years upon half pay, to com- 
mand them, or on refuſal of ſerving, to 
forfeit their half pay, thus were theſe re. 
giments raifed, officered with old veteran, 
vrha had ſerved with credit and reputation 
in their youthful days, and who had re- 
tired, as they imagined, to enjoy ſome 
 romforts in the decline of life. Only-pic- 
ture to your imagination, enſigns of forty 
and fifty, commanding of troops not 
much younger, and judge how proper 

they are for an active and vigorous cam. 
| paign, in the thick woods of America. 


It being the univerſal opinion through · 
out the army, that we ſhall remain priſon- 
ers the remainder of the war, the Britiſh 
officers have contributed to render the 
| ſituation as comfortable as the nature of 
the country will poſſibly allow, and to 
promote aſſociation, they have erected 
a coffee-houſe, a theatre, and a cold bath, 
| 7 290 1 
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, to tenſe up the relaxed ſtate of the body, 
„me intenſe heat of che climate occa- 
" ſions. 

_—_ y 

7 anz Sptakedly eile to you 
" the barracks, and their ſituation; and as 
e- 


any deſeription would fall exceedingly 
ſhort, 1 have ſent you an accurate view 


Ce of them. To form a juſt conception 
of the diſtreſſes and ſituation of the 
of 


army on its firſt arrival, you are not to 
conſider the place as the drawing repre- 


f 
"WM ſents it, but as a thick wood, and not a | il 

ſingle tree cut down. | i 
"WH lt is with the utmoſt concern I inform 3: 
"Wl you of the death of your old friend W----, 1 ll 
i of our regiment, the relation of Sir Wat- dif 
en kin Williams Wynne, Bart. who I am 1 
of perſuaded, fell a martyr to the dire effects N 
0 of that pernicious liquor, peach brand, 
. the circumſtance attending his death being | 
all 


remarkable, I ſhall relate them. He had 
been. | j 
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been on a viſit a few days to ſome officers, 
and having made a little too free, during 
that time he became in a ſtate of inſanity, 
the firſt inſtance he ſhewed of it was get- | 
ting up in the dead of the night, and 
walking ſeveral hours in the ſnow bare- 
| footed, till his feet were froſt-bitten, he 
had been abſent near four hours before he 

was miſſed, and upon his companions 
going 1n ſearch of him, he was found pa- 
rading before the door, they conducted 
him into the houſe, and applying the 
uſual remedy, all danger of a mortification 
was removed from being froſt bit. The 
next morning he was frequently aſking for 
a knife to cut a ſtick, which his compani- 
ons always contrived to evade giving him, 
and on their quitting Charlotteſville, 
at which place they had ſlept, they 
intended to conduct him to the barracks 
for advice, but on his expreſſing a deſire 
to return to his own quarters, they in- 
dulged him in his requeſt. It is faid that 
_ perſons 
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perſons laboring under that moſt ealalila 
tons affliction, are poſſeſſed of extreme 


cunning, to deceive thoſe they ſuſpect of 


watching their actions He, poor fellow, 
fally demonſtrated it, for keeping up a 
very rational converſation as they rode 
along, not diſcovering the leaſt ſymptoms 
of any one inſane, till they arrived at an 
exceeding ſteep hill, at the foot of which 
was à rivultet, where they ſtopt to water 
their horſes, ſeizing this opportunity,” he 


left them and rode his horſe as faſt as he 


could make him go up the hill, his two 


companions purſued, but he being better 
mounted, was ſoon out of ſight, they fol- 


lowed the track of his horſe in the ſnow, fl 
till it turned into the woods, and conclu- | 


ded any further purſuit would be vain by 


1 they haſtened to their quart- 


„which was not a mile diſtant, for 


Rae. By this time night had come 


on, nevertheleſs, a party of ten or a do- 
zen with lanthorns, went various roads: 
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and mto'the woods, which they traverſed 
beſt part of the night, but could not 
obſerve the leaſt trace of him; the next 
morning they renewed: the ſearch, and 
about five miles off, in a bye- place, 
found his horſe faſtened by the bridle to a 
fence, cloſe by a rivulet, to- which they 
could trace the feet of a man upon the 
ſnow, they followed the track till they 
came upon the i ice, which led them to the 
- bend of the current under a hanging rock, 
where the river had not been frozen over, 
and which, by the rapidity of the current 

at that place, ſeldom did, and there it is | 
imagined he fell i in, before he came to this 
the ice twice gave way, but being ſhallow, 
he had ſcrambled out. His companions 
could not long remain in ſuſpence, for 
ſending his ſervant back for one of his 
ſhoes, on his return they found i it exact 
| fitted the track in the ſnow, and from his 
horſe being ſo near, it left little room for 
doubt. However, ſome ſhort time after, 


all 
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all doubts were removed, as the body 
was found---poor man---I did the laſt ſad- 
office with a heavy heart---but his memory 
will be ſincerely lamented, ad thoſe that 
knew him, TE 5 


LEr- 
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I has tranſpired of intelligence 


grievances and hardſhips, during a long 
| and ſevere Winter, and all hopes or ex- 
pectation of any exchange taking place; 


there has been a meeting of Commiſſion- 


my ſentiments upon this head, or any the 
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Barracks „ Charlottefville, in Virginia, 
April 18, 1780. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


worth relating, unleſs a repetition of 


ers from both armies for that purpoſe, 
but they could not agree to the different 
proportions of exchange, as to the num- 
ber of ſoldiers in lieu of an officer. As to 


leaſt 


amination of the American Commanding 
Officer; therefore, being confined, I ſhall 


the cuſtoms of the country, a and what- 
ever may concern' our army, as they oc- 


the winter has fully demonſtrated the 
e; Nauſe, which ariſes from the planters | 
a- baying ſuck little attention to their cattle 
ſe, N baring the inclement ſeaſon, by which 
nt {Wneans they ſtarve the young ones, or at 
m- Walt ſtint their growth, fo that they 
to but very ſeldom grow ſo large as if they 
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leaſt tending to politics I am debarred 
from, as this letter muſt undergo the ex- 


give you my obſervations and remarks on 


cur to memory, which, though you al- 
low to be tolerable, is not ſo great as 
Cæſar's, who forgot nothing but injuries. 


Since 1 have been in Virginia 1 never 
could aſſign the reaſon why the oxen and 
ſheep ſhould be ſo ſmall, having ſach 
abundance of graſs during the ſummer, 

g In the unlimited range of woods; but 


— 


Vol. II. G g 4 were 
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were better managell, being content if 


ſon their beef and muttom is neither o 


America, none contribute more to the 


which grows in great abundance, and, 
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they can but ſave their lives; and though 
they ſuffer them to be ſo poor in the 
winter, yet they preſently grow fat again 
in the ſpring, which they eſteem ſuff- 
cient for their purpoſe. This is the rea- 


large nor ſo fat ast in England; their 
fleſh, however, is eſtebrined! delicate and 
has certainly a fine fla vor 


Among the curious plants growing in 


beauty of the ſpring than the dogwood, 


when adorned with its numerous White 
flowers, appears delightful. The wood ib 
very hard, and breaks into ſmall fibres; 
for want of ſuch neceſſary implements 
as tooth · bruſnes, we ſubſtitute this wood. 
The inhabitants have la cuſtom of tying 
a branch, of this tree round the cattles 
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when they fall down exhau ted by heat i in 
the ſummer, imagining that its virtue | 


contributes to their recovery. os 
: There is another tree rather peculiar 


to America called the tulip tree, and it 
creates aſtoniſhment, in the ſpring to be- 
hold trees of ſuch a magnitude, for they 
are Very large and lofty, bearing a flower 
for a fortnight together in ſhape, ſize : 
and colour reſembling tulips. The leaves 
grow in 4 very peculiar ſhape ; from 


whence the tree has, in ſome places, the 10 
appellation of the old woman's ſmock, MW 
imagining a reſemblance below the leaves. 1 


The log huts in which the ſoldiers re- 
de, although erected ſuch a ſhort time, 
are become extremely dangerous, the tim- 
bers being nearly deſtroyed by an inſect 
that is in the bark of the tree, which, | 
for want of the nouriſhment it receives 
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from the turpentine whilſt . the tree is 15 
growing, preys upon the ſolid part of the 


timber; and theſe inſects, from the de- 


ſtruction as well as the noiſe they make, 


have the appellation of ſawyers, and is 


certainly a very proper one; for J have 
ſeen timber, nearly the circumference of 
one's waiſt, which had not been cut down 
above ſix months, that upon ſtripping off 


the bark, there was nothing but the ap- 


pearance of ſaw-duſt, with a vaſt number 


of theſe Inſects, reſembling a large 
grub-worm. 


The ſoldiers have been ſo indifferently 


ſupplied with proviſions, the barracks 


ſwarm with rats of an enormous ſize, 


and notwithſtanding each hut has a cat 
or two, they are very troubleſome, and 


with every precaution, they are continu- 


ally deſtroying the men's cloaths and bed- 
| ding during the night; it is no ver) 
uncommon thing to ſee them running fix 


Or 
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or ſeven, one after the other, in the inter- 
conſtructed. 


Tou may recollect, on our firſt arri- 


partly occaſioned them. They have of 
late been frequent amongſt the German 
officers, but from different motives---dif- 
putes at gambling. Their manner of 
fighting is rather ſingular. Each party 


arpping to the ſhirt, advancing, ſhake 
aach other by the hand, draw their 


ks ſwords, and cut and flaſh each other 
e, fill one party relinquiſhes the conteſt ; 
0 and, unleſs the inveteracy is very obſti- 
n 


courage and juRtification of their honor. 


— — ao—_—_ — — — 
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ſtices of the logs with which the huts are 


val in this province, I mentioned that a 
number of duels were fought, and what 


goes to the field with a ſecond, and after 


nate, the conflict is over upon the leaſt 
appearance of blood on either ſide; 
this is deemed a ſufficient proof of their 


Moſt of the duels among them have ended 
we : n 
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in this manner except one, where the com- 


batants mutilated one another in a moſt 
ſhocking manner, as oy to endanger 
each en fe. 


= is 5 little pleaſure to me that 1 


am unreſtrained from communicating and 
opening myſelf freely to you, ſince I be- 
gan this letter, as an opportunity has oc- 


curred of ſending it without inſpec- 


tion by an officer who has received an ac- 
count of his being exchanged, By the 
mode that I intended to ſend this, which 
Was by a flag of truce returning to New 


York, I wrote ſeveral others ; ſome were 


franked by Col. Bland and others by Col. 
Sherwood, the American Officers com- 
manding the troops at the barracks. The 
former behaved with true politeneſs and 
liberality of ſentiment; he only required 
an officer to pledge his word and honor, 
as a gentleman, there was nothing poli- 
tical contained in the letter, on affirming 


which, | 


1 


er 
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which, the Colonel defired the letter to be 


ſealed, and on it wrote, Examined, and 
ſigned his name. The latter, with an in- 


quiſitiveneſs, accompanied with rudeneſs 


and impertinence, not only read every 
letter, Keren alter ſentence, but made 


„ 


like moſt ſong poſſeſſed af an een 
nent curioſity, met with a ſevere rebuke 


from Lieutenant. Charlton of the 20th 
regiment, but I am afraid he was too 


ignorant to take the ſenſe of it. Af- 
ter he had read his letter, and ſeeing the 
name of Charlton ſigned to it, the Colo- 
nel exclaimed, Charlton, Charlton! 1 


* recollected a captain of a ſhip of that 


© name, who had a relation that was 


* a name-ſake of mine.“ Very proba- 


5 * bly, Sir, replied Charlton, © and there 
may be one of that name in my fa- 


©mily; but I'll venture to fay, if there 
is, he poſſeſſes more liberal ideas nd 


pr inciples than the American Sherwood 
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Some ſhort time ſince I became a 
« with a Colonel Walker, who has lately 


been elected a Delegate to repreſent this 
State in Congreſs, The uſual hoſpitality 


of the country preſides at his houſe ; but 
what renders it unpleaſant, the family will 


chiefly converſe on politics, but always 


with moderation. I was much pleaſed 


with a very noble and animated ſpeech of 
the Colonel's father, a man poſſeſſing all 


his faculties with ſtrong underſtanding, 


though conſiderably above eighty years of 


age. One day, in chat, while each was 


delivering his ſentiments of what would 


be the ſtate of America a century hence, 
the old man, with great fire and ſpirit, 
declared his opinion, that © the Ameri- 
* cans would then reverence the reſolution 


of their forefathers, and would eagerly 


< impreſs an adequate idea of the ſacred 


© value of freedom in the minds of their 
« children, that it may deſcend to the 
«6 laben poſterity; that if in any future 


ages 
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£ meaſures that ſecured it to Siem by their 
tr brave anceſtors,” | 


— 


To you, ſo converſant with the world, 


I need not fay, that there are a claſs 
of people continually at variance with 


themſelves and all the world, and Thom 


nothing can pleaſe. When one of ſuch 
a deſcription gets into the army, you can- 
not conceive how very unpleaſant it is to 
have any concerns with him, eſpecially if 
he is regardleſs of life. Senfible that 
an officer muſt accept a challenge, he does 


not heſitate to deal them in abundance, 
and ſhortly acquires' the name of a 


fighting man; but as every one is not 
willing to throw away his life, when call- 


ed upon by one who is indifferent of his 
own, many become condeſcending, which 
this man immediately conſtrues into fear, 


and 


457 
« ages they ſhould be again called forth 


« to revenge public injuries, to ſecure that 
« freedom, they ſhould adopt the fame 


us 7 * 8 —— $0 
. _, 4. 2 AER 4 It, rea. 


imagined no one dare contradiẽt him, 
but all muſt yield Nene 11 his will. 


ciate, of a ſimilar diſpoſition, and wiſhed 
to ingratiate himſelf with the officers at 


| diſtance by formal civilities, as he would 
little known to an officer who reſides with 
the idea that he would lay under no obli- 
dine with him. On the day appoint- 


ſtorm, and in the morning we diſpatched 
a ſervant with an apology. He ſent word 


. 
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and. preſuming upon this, acts as if Y 


One by” this unhappy Aſpoſition hy 
lately broke forth from the recluſe manner 
in which he lived, having only one aſſo- 
large. There was no keeping him at a 
intrude at all times and ſeaſons. Being a 
us, he came one day to dinner; and with 
gation for it, invitcd the whole meſs to 
ed, there came on a moſt violent ſnow 


back, © that, by God, he had BE -ovided 


" dinner, and he expected us; and we 
had 


he 
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had no alternative, but either to encoun- 


ter a ride of near four miles in a heavy 
ſnow ſtorm, or, in all probability, a mad- 
man the next morning. The day was, 


without exception, the moſt unpleaſant 1 
ever paſſed in my life; for after we ar- 
rived at his quarters, on his having occa- 
ſion to quit the room, his companion 
ſhewed us a brace-of piſtols that lay un- 


der his pillow, which he conſtantly ſlept 
with, and which he had freſh loaded and 


primed that morning, that if any diſpute 
aroſe, it might inſtantly be decided with- 
out leaving the room. 


i 


Such conduct cannot be conſidered in 


any other light than inſanity, for a pre- 
tended indifference for hfe does not pro- 
ceed from true courage ; if theſe vaunters 


meet with one equally as indifferent, and 


receive a check, they cannot brook it: 
duch was the fate of this unhappy man, 


and ſo overwhelmed was he with ſhamg 
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that he put a period to his exiſtence, in 


return.“ In the interim an officer came in, 
| who being very cold, took one of the 
Chairs and drew near the fire; the com- 
pany told him that they were Mr. —8 
chairs, and what he had faid, when he re- 
plied Damn him, one chair is enough 


enquired with eagerneſs, who had pre- 
gloves, when the officer told him he had, 


every man ought to be content with one 


the following ſingular manner. 


One Winter's evening, when ſitti ng round 
the fire in the coffee-room, having ſome 
occaſion or other to leave it, he laid his 
cane in one chair and his gloves in another, 
and on quitting the room, ſaid, © let me 
ſee who dare meddle with them before | 


for his cane and gloves, and him too, 1 
think.” ---- Shortly after his return, he 


ſumed to meddle with his cane and 
and that he thought in ſuch ſevere weather 


chair, upon which he began to break out 


II 


* 


THROUGH AMERICA. 461 


in a moſt violent oaſſion, ” that his dignity 
« and himſelf were inſulted in the groſſeſt 


« manner :” when the a: ſtopt him 


a0 Wl ſhort, by ſaying, “Mr. , Ihave often 


ne heard of YOu: af, & gebung man, but 
is never was in your company before, - now 


er, 4 Sir, 1 have only to tell you as to fight- 


me ing, I care as little about it as you do, 


-1 Wl © and, by God, Sir, if you ſay another 
in, « word on the ſubject, Til throw you be- 
the © hind the fire.” From the moſt violent 


but in about ten minutes leſt the room. 


paſſion he became inſtantly calm, fat down 
in his chair and never ſpoke another word, 


1 
agh I That he ſhould meet with ſuch a rebuff, 
„ 1 cccompanied with a threat, operated ſo 


powerfully on his mind, that the next 


morning he ſhot himſelf; and his man- 


pre- 

go ner of performing that deed was ſingular, 
had, s he was found in a ſhallow fiream, 
ther where the water did not cover the body, 


the bank loaded. 
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Numbers of officers have lately been 


been exchanged; from whence the parti. 


ality proceeds I cannot furmiſe, but am 


inclined to think it muſt ariſe from the i in- 
tereſt of their friends, at head quarters at 
New Vork. Notwithſtanding I am deſti- 


tute of any one to make an application 
for my exchange, I am not without hopes 
it will ſhortly happen; for not long finte 
an American officer, Capt. Van Sweating- 


ham, of whom I made mention as being 
taken priſoner during the campaign, vi- 
ſited the Barracks. I immediately fought 
him out, in hopes that, in return for the 
civility ſhewn him, his gratitude would 
prompt him to render me a ſervice. Ac- 
cordingly, on waiting on him, he exprel- 
ſed great pleaſure at ſeeing me, but infi- 
nite regret at my being till a priſoner, 
as he fully concluded that both Lieut. 


Dunbar, as well as myſelf, had long fince 
been exchanged; and I had the mortifica- 


he 
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he had deſcribed our perſons to an officer 


of our army who was going to Neu York, 


and wiſhing to ſeize the favourable op- 


portunity of ſerving his friends, ſaid they 


anſwered the deſcription, and giving the 


Captain their names, they were exchanged 


in lieu of us. However, as he was going 


directly to head quarters, it ſhould be his 


firſt buſineſs with Gen. Waſhington to ef- 
fe& our exchange. On taking my leave of 
him, your favorite adage of Nil deſperan- 
dum inſtantly occurred to my mind and 1 


am not Without hopes, in a ſhort time, 


of once more viſiting my native ſhore. 
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E 1686 


»- 


A”, receiving a letter, dated from 

this place, you will perhaps. con- 
ceive it is to acquaint you, that ſhortly 
after you'll ſee the perſon who wrote it. 
Tam not, however, as yet, fo fortunate; 

and not without juſt cauſe of appre- 

henſion, that the buſtle and hurry of the 

campaign has obliterated from the me- 
mory of Capt. Van Swearingham, that 
ſuch perſons as Dunbar and myſelf exiſt. 

And when I inform you this town is not 

+" 
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in the extent of our parole, your curio- 
ſity no doubt will be excited, as to the 
cauſe of my being at it; and your ſur- 


that the whole army are on their march, 
Congreſs being apprehenſive, from Lord 


forced marches, to retake our army. 


oving in the ſame manner as we left 
New England ; but as to the place of our 


lerſtand it is to ſome of the northern 


ll a matter in diſpute is adjuſted by Con- 
the latter abſolutely refuſed the army's 


0 remain there; in conſequence of which 


prize will be no leſs, on being informed 


Cornwallis's over-running the Carolinas, 
that it is his Lordſhip's intention, by 


About ſix weeks age we began our march 
tom Charlotteſville Barracks, the army 
eſtination, that is yet unknown: we un- 
rovinces, At preſent we remain here, 
reſs between this province and Maryland, 
itering that ſtate, apprehenſive we were 


uch a body of men would greatly diſtreſs 
Vo. II. Hh the 
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the inhabitants in. ſo ſmall a provine; 
and they actually, in arms, oppo our 
croſſing the Potowmack. 5 
Vou may naturally conclude the mur- 
murs' of the officers were great, havin 
been given” to under ſtand that they were 
to remain at the Bar racks till exchanged 
and many had laid out conſiderable fun 
to render their log huts comfortable 2 
gainſt the approaching winter, as thy 
had ſuffered ſeverely from the cold durin 
the laſt, being unable to keep a ſufficien 
fire without imminent danger, as th 
chimneys were built, as is the cuſtom' 
the country, with wood ; and therefor 
to remove all fears of any accident, mo 
of the officers had ſtone ones ereci 
vou will ſcarcely credit it, when 1 ts 
you my miſerable log hut, that was It 
more than fixteen feet ſquare, colt i 
tween thirty and forty guineas in ere 


ing. Some officers, who had 1econc 
: - the 
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their minds, with an idea that they ſnould 
not be exchanged till the termination of 
the war, had laid out great ſums in mak- 
ing themſelves comfortable habitations ; 
nu. for the Barracks became a little town, and 
wing there being more ſociety, moſt of the of- 
were ficers had reſorted there. The great ob- 
gel jection to reſiding at them, on our firſt 
fungi arrival, was on account of the confined 
le WU fituation, being not only ſurrounded, but 
the even in the woods themſelves, I am apt 
urn to think that Col. Harvey, the proprietor 
rien of the eſtate, will reap great advantage, if 
s toll the province ſhould not; as the army en- 
om il tirely cleared a ſpace of fix miles in cir- 
ref cumference round the Barracks. 

„ 10 8 | 

rec After we quitted the Barracks, the in- 
1 1 0 habitants were near a week in deſtroying 
ras f the cats that were left behind, which, im- 
oft VM delled by hunger, had gone into the woods, 
were and being ſo numerous, they were appre- 
conc henſive, by their encreaſe, they would in 


us Hhz2 a ſhort 
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a ſhort time be unable to extirpate ; ex- 
cluſive of which, there was reaſon to ſup- 
poſe they would become extremely wild 
and ferocious, and would be a great an- 
noyance to their poultry. 


We croſſed the Pignet Ridge, or more 
properly the Blue Mountains, at Wood's 
Gap, and though they are conſiderably 
loftier than thoſe we croſſed in Connedcti- 
cut, termed the Green Mountains, we did 
not meet with ſo many difficulties ; in 
ſhort, you ſcarcely perceive, till you arc 
upon the ſummit, that you are gaining 
an eminence, much leſs one that is of 
ſuch a prodigious height, owing to the 
judicious manner that the inhabitants have 
made the road, which, by its winding, 
renders the aſcent extremely eaſy. 


: After travelling near a mile through 
thick wood, before you gain the ſummit 
of theſe mountains, when you reach tit 

Fm — top 
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top you are ſuddenly ſurprized with an 
unbounded proſpect, that ſtrikes you with 
zwe and amazement. At the foot of the 
mountains runs a beautiful river; be- 
yond it a very extenſive plain, interſperſed 
with a variety of objects, to render the 
ſcene ſtill more delightful; and about fifty 
miles diſtant are the lofty Allegany moun- 
tains, whoſe tops are buried in the clouds. 


. Wincheſter is an irregular built town, 
id Ml containing between three and four hun- 
in ved houſes. It was laſt war, as it is at 
ue preſent, the rendezvous of the Virginian | 
nz troops, in excurſions againſt the Indians. 
of Ml By an inhabitant who reſided in this town 
the during the laſt war, I was informed, that 
before we reached Fort du Queſne, the 
country round about it was greatly ra- 
raged by the Indians, who committed hor- 
nd barbarities, and the town itſelf was 
in great danger, and would certainly have 
been levelled with the ground, and its in- 
Hh3 hhabitants 
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habitants maſſacred, had not Col. Waſh. 
ington (the preſent famous General) 
erected a fort upon an eminence at the 
north end of the town, that fully protect. 
ed it; notwithſtanding the Indians were 
ſo bold as to venture in ſight of the town, 
but neyer within reach of the fort. 


The remains of this fort are ſtill to be 
traced. It appears to have been a regular 
ſquare fortification, with baſtions at each 
angle, and the length of the curtain be- 


tween eighty and ninety feet. The bar- 


racks are till remaining, which will con- 
2 tain, with eaſe and | comfort, near five 
hundred men, but upon an emergency 
would ' contain twice as many, as 1s the 
caſe at preſent, there being near that num- 
ber of our ſoldiers now quartered in them, 
Theſe barracks are conſtructed of logs, in 
the nature of thoſe at Charlotteſville, but 
upon a far more extenſive ſcale, Since 
the commencement of the war, the Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans have picketted them in, and con- 
verted them into a place of ſecurity for 
priſoners of war. There appears to have 


been ſome attempts to make a dry ditch 
round the fort; but from the rock being 
impenetrable, it could not be accom- 
pliſhed. | 


The water at Wincheſter is very unplea- 


fant to the taſte, which I am induced to 
believe ariſes from the limy nature of the 


ſoil. It affects ſtrangers with exceſſive 


| gripings, which we ſeverely felt; and it 
was laughable enough to obſerve our 
morning ſalutations, accoſting each other 


with taces diſtorted with pain, and execrat- 
ing the water and the country in general. 


The inhabitants ſay that it is a ſpecific 


againſt many diſcaſes. 


| 11 was no 3 be in- 


formed, that within a day's ride of each 


from Wincheſter, were a number of na- 
| H h 4 tural 


| 
| 


i for. Theſe are two ſprings, the one be- 
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tural curioſities, and that we were debar. 

red from viſiting them. Therefore I muſt 

deſcribe them after the manner they were 
related to me by one of the inhabitants. 


m 
15 


About thirty miles from Auguſta Court 

Houſe, there is a rock, which the inhabi- 

tants ſay was that which Moſes ſtruck 
with his rod, for out of the ſide of it 

burſts a torrent of water and what adds 

to its beauty, the water, after running 

ſome diſtance through a meadow, ruſhes 

down a perpendicular Precipice near two 

hundred feet deep, 


Wo wenty miles from this place there is a 
moſt curious cave, running near a mile 
under a rock, in which are phænomena 
that I muſt leave philoſophers to account 


ing equal in heat to the warmeſt bath, and 
the other equal to the coldeſt; they are 
about a foot aſunder, and ſeparates by the 
natal 
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natural rock. As both ſprings poſſeſs 
many medicinal virtues, ſo each of them 
is made into convenient baths. 


Near theſe ſprings is a river, which in 
ſome meaſure reſembles the river Mole: 
the only difference being, that the Mole, 
although it loſes itſelf under ground, at 
ſome miles diſtant makes its appearance 
again; whereas this river ſinks under a 
mountain and never more riſes, and there- 
fore is very juſtly called Loſt River. 


Two natural carlofities, within a morn- 

ing's ride of Wincheſter, we did obtain 1 

| permiſſion to viſit. The one was a cave 
or well, formed by nature ; at certain pe- 
nods a perſon may deſcend near two hun- 
dred yards, and at others it overflows in 
great abundance ; by the inhabitants it is 
called the tide well, in alluſion to its ebb- 
ing and flowing. What conſiderably adds 
to this wonderful production of nature is, 
that 
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that for many miles around there is nei- 


ther mountains, nor any running water, 


and it is ſituated in a level country. The 


other, although conſidered a curioſity in 


this country, cannot be deemed ſo by thoſe 
who have viſited the Peak in Derbyſhire; 


it being ſix or ſeven caves in a rock, that 
communicate with each other. 


. The Americans, for a length of time, 
= flattered themſelves that France would ſend 


ſuccours and aſſiſt them, which report we 


conſidered merely raiſed to revive the ſpi- 
rit of the people, and to rouſe them from 


their lethargy; for at the commencement 


of the preſent year, their affairs were in 
ſüch a tate, that the majority were to- 
tally indifferent on W hich ſide the conteſt 


would terminate, ſenſible that their ſitua- 


tion could not be more diſtreſſing. But to 
thoſe ſtrongly attached to the cauſe of 
America, judge how their hopes muſt have 


been revived, when intelli gence came that 


France 


* 


It 


France had actually ſent them ſuecours, 
with aſſurances of aſſiſting them in the 


moſt effectual manner. From this period 


the Americans vauntingly boaſt, that it is 


impoſſible for Great Britain to overcome 


them, and that in a ſhort time they 


ſhall witneſs the Britiſh armies being 
driven from the continent of America. 


Equally as this intelligence raiſed their ſpi- 
rits, ſo did it depreſs ours; naturally con- 


cluding, that although France might take 


advantage of our unhappy conteſt with the 
Colonies, by ſeizing on our territories ei- 
ther in the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, ſhe would 

not have been the .abettor of Rebellion, 


eſpecially when it is conſidered ſhe had ter- 


ritories of her own nearly in the ſame 


predicament. But France! France! ſorry 
am I to fay it, to gain a ſuperiority 
in political intrigues, you are indiffer- 
ent by what arts or means it is ac- 
compliſhec. . 


in 
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In a former letter I deſcribed what an 
amazing ſtrong mode of defence block- 
| houſes were; and a tranſaction has 
lately occurred, that not only reflects the 
higheſt encomiums of honor and bravery 
on thoſe that defended it, but is a very 
1 convincing proof of the veracity of my | 
9 is 


1 
t 


This block-houſe was erected by a party 

of ſeventy American Loyaliſts, that took 
poſt on the ſhore of Hudſon's River, op- 
polite New York, to ſecure them from a 
ſurprize, or ſudden incurſion of Waſhing- 
| ton's army, and not without juſt cauſe of 
apprehenſion ; for a moſt furious attack 
was made upon them by near twa thou- 
ſand of the Americans, with ſeven pieces 
of cannon, commanded by Gen. Wayne, 
and notwithſtanding a cannonade of three 
hours, almoſt every ſhot of which perfo- 
rated the timbers, and ſeveral attempts to 
carry the place by aſſault, the enemy were 
repulſed 
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repulſed with great loſs, leaving behind 
many killed and wounded; and on their 
retreat the brave ſeventy purſued them, 
took ſeveral priſoners, and regained ſome 
cattle that they had plundered from the 
neighbouring plantations. 


By an officer juſt left Waſhington's 
camp, we have received the melancholy 
account of the death of Major Andre, the 
Adjutant General of the Britiſh army, 
who was taken as a ſpy, in negociating a 
buſineſs with Gen. Arnold, which, if it 
had ſucceeded, would have nearly been 
the overthrow of the Americans. This 
officer was preſent at his execution, who 
aid, that he met his fate with that cou- 
rage and manlineſs of behaviour, that 


deeply affected every one preſent, and that 
his ſevere deſtiny was univerſally lament- 


ed: ſo much was he eſteemed, that Gen. 


Waſhington ſhed tears when the rigorous | 


ſentence was put in execution. When he 
found 
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found that his fate was inevitably fixed M ve. 
and determined, and that all interceſſions ict 
and every exertion of Sir Henry Clinton, Nin 
to ſave his life, were in vain, he became 

perfectly reſigned; ſo extremely compoſed ! 
was his mind, that the night previous to lis 
his execution, he drew the ſituation of the Man 
Vulture ſloop, as ſhe lay in the North Ri- Naar 
ver, with a view of Weſt Point, which he uin 
ſent by his ſervant to a general officer at 
New Vork. The only thing that any way 
diſcompoſed him, or ruffled his mind, and 
at which his feelings appeared hurt, was 
the refuſal of Gen. Waſhington to let him 
die a military death. In regard to this 


circumſtance, the officer informed us, that 
Gen. Waſhington would have granted his 
requeſt ; but, on conſulting the board of 
general officers who ſigned his condemna: 
tion, they deemed it neceſſary to put that 
| ſentence in force, that was laid down b) 
the maxims of war; at the ſame time 
evincing the ſincereſt grief, that they 
were 
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were” - forced to comply: with, and could 


n ſuch caſes. e 
ed By the account this officer gave us of 
to Huus being taken, it appears that Major 
ne Mandre was too confident of being out of 
i anger ; ; for when the three: men n that took 


pherh6 he was of the Upper or Lower 
Warty, [Here it is neceſſary to explain 
theſe to you---the Upper Party conſiſted . 
f the partizans of the Americans, and the 
Lower Patty of the American Eoyal Re- 
fugees, they reſide in New York.] he re- 
plied of the Lower Party, naturally con- 
ning, from the ſmall diſtance he was 
om New York, they could be no other; 

don which they undeceived him, and 
ad he muſt go with them, for he was 
heir priſoner. When too late he per- 


ime Weved his miſtake, and endeavoured to 
hey mvince them to the contrary, by pro- 


ducing 
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ducing a paſſport which he had obtained 
from Gen. Arnold, in the name of John 
Anderſon. 


This ſeemed to have its intended effect, 


as they releaſed him, and ſuffered him to 
proceed without farther trouble; but he 
not gone many yards, when one of the 
young men recollecting that he appeared 
greatly confuſed, and that there was ſome- 
thing in the ſtranger's face that ſtruck 
him forcibly with an impreſſion of ſome 
peculiarity, inſiſted upon his compamions 


returning to examine him more ſtrictly. 


This recollection was deciſive and fatal 


to Andre, who was little accuſtomed to, of 


prepared for ſuch encounters, as the officet 
told us he confeſſed himſelf, in his letter 


to Gen. Waſhington, where he ſays, © He 
< was too little verſed in deception, to 
- < practiſe it with any degree or hope of 


Fd  Tuccels; for upon theſe young men 7 
turning 
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returning back, he offered them a nk 
derable; purſe of gold, a very valuable 
watch, and innumerable other temptar. 
tions, with the faſcinating offers of per- 

manent- proviſions for life, if they would 
either let him] paſs; or accompany him to 
New Vork. In vain was every lure, and 
every argument; they continued inſlexible, 
ſteady to their purpoſe, and conducted 

him INE to N J head 25 

ter I l 11 | 


Had Major André, when firſt accoſted, 
replied of the Upper Party,” he would 
have met with no hindrance. Had they 


deen, as he ſuppoſed, of the Lower Party, 
be would have been taken priſoner upon 

r WH making that declaration, and his perſon 
, Wl vould: have been eaſily recognized upon 


le lis arrival in New York ; but the haſty 
teclaration, that he was of the Lower 
Party, led to his unhappy deſtiny. 


4 * 


W . 
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- it is much eaſier to point out errors 
than correct them, Þ ſhall- quit this me. 
lancholy topic with obſerving; that it i; 

very evident from the time Major Andre 


undertook his artluous commiſſion; tilt he ff * 
met His ſevere” fate; that he diſplayed 2 WM * 
reſolution and ſtrength: of mind requiſtt 
for greut actions, which no doubt would 
at ſome future day, have rendered bin K 
an ornament to his profeſſion; and, by 0 
ſome brilliant atchievement, adored by his 1 
a 5 . | P 
What are termba theſe Upper ad Rr 1 
Partibs are moſtly known to each other, il © 
and poſſeſs great inveteracy on both ſides; I 
and it is no uncommon thing, when to kg 
parties meet, to obſerve the neareſt tis Gr 


of kindred oppoſed to each' othet. | Bot 
parties range at large between the Britiſh 
and American lines, and it has more tha 
once happened, when two parties bat 


met at the ſame Place, that there has be 
| * ceſſatio 


Baby nn 1 
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a. celle of hoftllities, they have ſat 
down to a good ſupper, and ſpent A joviaf 
erening. At parting they agree to go in 
different directions, and after a' certain 
ſpecified time have again met and Hine | 
moſt deſperately. | 4 


U 


The 3 have circulated a report 
that there has been a great riot in Lon- 
don, that the Members of both Houſes of 
parliament had been groſsly inſulted, that 
a number of houſes had been burnt and 
all the priſons ſet open, with'other reports 
equally as ridiculous. We give the Ame- 
ricans great credit for raiſing them, as 
their motives are anſwered by it, that of 
keeping up the ſpirits of the people, and 
to impreſs their minds with an idea that 
Great Britain muſt relinquiſh the conteſt 
They are too abſurd to be credited by | 
an Engliſhman. Pray be particular in 
your next, if ſuch a thing has really hap- 
pened, which it is almoſt too abſurd to 

1i 2 ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſ ſe. e we have enemies: 
( Þ 
at home. . * 18 I really too ridiculous and | 
nag . 
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Freaxrielꝰs Town, Maryland, April 12, 1781. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 7 


P a few days after my laſt lter we left 
Wincheſter, to proceed on our march 


to this place, it being ſettled by Congreſs 
that the army is to remain here till ſome 
ſituation ſhould be fixed on; but the in- 
habitants think this only a deception, to 
grant permiſſion for entering the province, 
and that we are to remain in this town. 


5 Quitting Wincheſter, we recroſſed the 
Blue Ridge at Williams's Gap, and in our 
11 3 march 
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march to this place there was little wor- 


thy notice, except the Shennando River, : 
which! is exceedingly romantic and beauti- £ 
ful, with a variety of falls; and the wa- { 
ter is fo tranſparent, t that-the pebbles may 1 

| be ſeen at the depth of ſeven or eight feet. 
There are plenty of trout and other fiſh; 1 
but it is not navigable even for canoes, on D 


account of the innumerable rocks that are 
under water; and, in tranſporting goods 

dovn the river, the inhabitants make uſe 
of rafts. When we croſſed, it was nearly 
frozen over. hs 


Upon our arrival in this town, T was not 
fo fortunate in obtaining ſuch comfort- 
| able quarters, as when I laſt paſt through 
mit; being obliged to put up at a miſerable 


ji dirty tavern, with two other ' officers, at 


which we remained till the final determi- 

nation of Congreſs, as it was fully thought 
if we were to proceed further to the north⸗ 
3 wands 1 
| Ws 
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We remained only nine days at this 
tavern, and upon quitting it the landlord 
gave us the following curious Bill, which I 
{end you by way of ſpecimen of the Ame- 
rican mes of charging. 


1780. _ Lieut. Anberry, Fo . 
Dec. 19. To 3 breakfaſtes a 12 dollars C. 13 100 
Io sz ditto for ſervants a 10 dollars 18 150 

To mug ſyder 30. 8 quarts oats a 14 . 
Auoullar ge >, — 6:0 0 
To 3 diners 215 dollars C. 16 17 6. | : 

42 quarthigr.45; <7 „„ 1926 
To 3 ſupers a 12 dollars S 
ditto ſervants C. 18 150 8 

To 9 quarts oats 5 13. 1 

„ o 16 
20. To 1 lodging 30. asbl and hay 3 . 
: horſes a 12 dollars 13 100 = 15 o o 

To g quarts oats 5 1 3. 3 breakfaſts 
NS oo. - 18 11 3 

To 3 breakfaſts for ſervants 11 5 0. 
mug ſyder 30 O64 - 12 15 0 
To 4 diners a 15 dollars 2 22 10 4. 400. 

ſervants 15 o 3 10 0 

To 9 quarts oats 3 1 3- 2 mugs fellas” 

50. 2 do. beer ge 14 11 3 

To 3 ſupers 13 10 0. ditto for ſervants. 

1150 * „ "24-16 0 
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To gquarts oats 5 13 Bi: 71 3 
+1 008 Stabling and hay 3 Wb and night 20.6.0 
(fn To lodging 30-2 15 ds. 3 ding a 12, 3 
ds. 155 „„ 15 00 
To 3 mugs beer 6 15 ot mug ſyder 30 8. 5 0 . 
To 9 quarts oats 5 1 3. 9 qts, ditto 


8 „ 3. ditto 5 13 15 39 
To 3 ſupers a 12 ds. 13 10 0. ditto 
for ſervants 11 5o (++ - 24 150 


232. To lodging 30. ſtabling and hay z 
horſes day and night 20% — 21 150 

| To 3 quarsoatsg 1 3. W TY 
C 2 3 

To 3 breakfaſts for ſervants 11 5Q _ : 0 

To 18 quarts oats 10 2 6. diners 16 17 6 27 Oo 

To 2 mugs ſyder 60. mug beer 43 5 50 


a To 3 ſupers 13100 +» '- 13/109 
23. To lodging 30. nabling and hay 3 
| horſes day and night 20 0 0 21 15 0 
| 8 Fo 9 quarts oats 5 1 3. 3 breakfaſts 
| | 13 0% %ͤ ꝶ 3 n 
10 18 quarts oats 10 2 6. 3 diners 
| 26 $9:6 | {= „ 0 0 
9 To 1 mug ſyder 30. mug beer 45 ft 3150 


To 3 ſupers 1310 = e 10 0 
24. To lodging 30. ſtabling and hay for 
3 horſes day and night 20 - 21 150 
To 3 breakfaſts 13 10. 15 quts oats 
ES = Was . „ ehen $-. 
To corn 10 quts 7 10 „ 
16176 . 24 76 


% 
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To 2 mugs beer 90. 1 mug yer 30 6 0 o 
To 4 ſupers Nenn tl d 18 0 0 
25. To lodging 30. fabling and hay, 13 
horſes day and night 2000 21 15 0 
To 3 breakfaſts 13 10 o. 3 diners | 
nn n 
To 32 quarts oats 18 o o. 3 fupers py i: 
$ 5 & | | hae PE; 31 10 

26. To lodging 30. ſtabling and hay 3 

| - horſes day and night 20 % % 21 150 
'To 3 E 13 10 0. 2 diners dy: 
. 
To ; mugs beer "FS maß Jud * | by 
yeſterday) {= | - 6 00 

To en 30. Son 5 12 6. Bowl - 21 
_ tody 60 - py 4, 6 
To 2 quarts oats 22 6 ed age 1 2 6 


i i; 


„ 73⁰ 10 0 
rom ditto "I OF OLD ISM 


+ - EF" 7 


e 9914-1 en balance ＋ it hg 5 © 


To the hier of the dineing room, bd 
money 4 137, 28111 e _ 185 


Errors excepted, 1 1 7 
Per ROB. WOOD. 


. 
. ; 


* the 3d, 1781. Recd of Mr. Thos. Am- 
berry, Seven hundred and thirty-two Pound fifs 


teen Shillings, i in full for the Paper Currency Ac- 
count above, 


per ROB. WOOD. 


r r ente N 


\ 
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%% 
After peruſing the articles of the bill, 


and finding t them juſt, as was cuſtomary, 
1 aſked the landlord what he would allow 


in exchange for hard money. He, being 


a ſtaunch American, flew into a violent 
| paſſion, ſaying, © He was ſurprized 14 
« ſhould make him ſuch an offer; that 


there were raſcals enou ugh already to 
* ruin their country, by ſelling and traf- 


« ficking in paper; and that, for his part, 
cc he knew no difference between Con- 


« greſs money and King George pI 
begged him to be pacified; that in half 


an hour I would ſettle his bill; when, 
with the utmoſt inſolence, he replied, © 1 


re (wear - now, if it an't ſettled by twelve 


« ofclock, I ſwear I'll ſend the ſheriff af. 
* ter you, and you'll ſoon ſee the inſide of 


** that place, pointing to the priſon op- 
+ polite his FRO”: e 


| Vou 11 no doubt be 1 that for 
the fellow's impertinence Idid not give him 


"a horſe- 


ad an AS Woo oi oO. © tas an. < 


A, wwe 
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a horkihipplig, which, had it been in 
England, landlord would. hardly have 
: eſcaped. But, my dear Friend, we are be- 
come perfect Stoics, and it requires an 
infinite torture to ruffle our temper in 
the leaſt. We have ſo long been accuſ- . 
tomed to ill language and inſolence from 
the inferior ſort, that we really pay no 
more attention to it, than Gen. Phillips 
obſerved we ſhould 1 to "the cating © of fo 

many geeſe. 


on my quitting the fellow. to go in 
ſearch of paper money, it oecurred to me 
that he might employ ſome one to watch 
over me. 1 therefore went to che barracks 
and ſent a ſerjeant, who ſoon came back, 
when I returned and paid him his bill of 
ſeven hundred and thirty-two pounds fif- 
teen ſhillings ; and obſerving the item of 
one pound fifreen ſhillings 1 in hard money, 
[ tendered him the ſum in paper, retort- 
ng 08 him his own words, that he 
10 knew 
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knew of no diſtinction. The fellow ap- 
peared much confounded and aſhamed; 
but as the charge was an agreement with 


his wife, Who was to, have it as a perqui- 


| ſite for the entire uſe of the room, I paid 
the half- joe excluſive of the bill: no doubt 
the fellow would not have made the leaſt 
ſeruple of conſcience to have taken the 
whole amount in ſpecie. 


Vour curioſity is raiſed to know at what 
rate I purchaſed the paper money to dif- 


charge the bill. Know then, that the 
enormous ſum of ſeven hundred and thir- 
ty-two pounds fifteen ſhillings, J dif- 
charged for about four guineas and a 

- half. After this I think I need not men- 
tion any thing more of the aper 


1 paper Wer. I 5 nal 


A ? 


It being W bs! cen that 


the army is to make ſome reſidence in 
this town, the men, are quartered in very 
comfortable 


az 
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comfortable? barracks. that were built by 
the Americans ſince the commencement 
of the war, are better ſupplied with pro- 
viſions, and allowed many privileges, 
ſuch as working for the inhabitants per- 
mitted to go into the country to pur- 
chaſe vegetables, &c. and ſince the men 
have been priſoners they have never en- 
joyed ſo many comforts. Such treat- 
ment is more likely to have the deſired 
effect of Congreſs than ill uſage, in tempt- 
ing them to deſert. So prevalent, indeed, 
has been deſertion in our regiment, that 
it is now reduced to ſixty men, includ- 
ing non-commiſſioned officers, and the 
other regiments are in proportion, all of 
which, 3 in Canada, muſtered n hundred 
and fifty. 


wy 1 1 144 42 £5. 10 — 2 


The . are quartered in the town 
and plantations around. My. quarters 
are at a Col. Beattie's, of the militia, who, 
__ ſtrongly attached ta the; American 

cauſe, 
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cauſe, having a fon 3 in the Maryland re. 


giment, in General Greene's army, is not 
without a penchant for a little of the ; 
true touchſtone.; The plea he makes to his il | 
countrymen for admitting us into his | 
houſe is, that as he has a large family a 
and muſt x74 $985 them in the ap | 


manner OR. OLI) bs 


"1 "% 
+ © &%4 a, 
F; $$$ LIL 1 


i 1 X . 
P # # * {7 : 4 
* 


. our nd \ 2 A in; 
perſon has introduced himſelf to the of- 
flcers as a clergyman „and as one ſtrongly 
attached to the Britiſh government. The 
inhabitants ſay that he was hever ordain- 
ed, and that he has created much confu- 
non in various families by diſavowing 
their marriage, he having no right to 
perform the ceremony. This has cut out 
abundance of work for the limbs of the 
law. He ſtill performs Divine ſervice at 
various churches, with all their regu- 
lar duties. Whether his political prin- 
. are Put on for the ſake of our com- 
"HET pany 
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pretend to ſay; but this much I can af- 
firm as to his religious ones, that he fol- 
lows St. Paul to a tittle, being © ell ys 
70 all men: for he will ſwear with! thoſe 
that ſwear, and drink with thoſe that 
drink 
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Colonel Beattie o Plantativs, near F rederick 
Town, i in Maryland, July 11, 1781, 


MY DZAR FRIEND, 
. | VG A : By” 


Nor: G will more fully illuſtrate 
the tyranny and oppreſſion of Con- 

greſs and its upſtarts in power, than re- 

citing two of the moſt flagrant acts of 

injuſtice, at the houſe of one Taylor, a 
Quaker, where Capt. Jameſon, of our re- 

 giment, is quartered. One of the collec- 
tors, for a tax of forty -cight ſhillings, I 
took from the ſtable a beautiful horſe, 
worth near thirty guineas ; and for ano- 


ther of about five or tix pounds, they 
brought 
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brought carts, and conveyed away a large 
ſtack of hay, of near forty pounds value. 
This paſſive man (who, I ſhould inform 
you, was a true friend to Government, 
and in conſequence greatly perſecuted) 
made no other complaint than, Well, 
«let them take---let them take all my 
© ſtock, my farm, and turn me out of my 
© houſe, I have that by me that will never _ 
et me want in 888 old age. . 5 


- Pro his cantata to kis unn i 
and ſpeaking his ſentiments, he was con- 
tinually threatened with impriſonment ; 
but that, and every: other perſecution; he 
would bear with the utmoſt chearfulneſs 
and reſignation, concordant to the prin- 
aples of his religion. Nevertheleſs, at 
mes, the poor old man would fetch a 
heavy ſigh, as if his heart was burſting 
th grief, and exclaim, << Ah, well-a-day! 
' little did 1 think, after the labor of my 
Vou th = Woe 


will be a day of retribution! And though 
it may not fall on your heads, the next 
generation may have cauſe to curſe the 


! 
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« youth, and training up a large family in 
« the fear of the Lord, this would have 
been the reward of my old age. There, 


friend, (pointing to ſome extenſive mea- 


60 dows that were before his hou ſe) | wi 


* many a weary night have 1 worked by 
te light of pine wood, to leave my chil- 


« dren an inheritance, which is daily threa- 
a tened to be taken from me.” Here his 
fortitude would be overcome ; and, after 

a little reſpite, his final exclamation Was, 

4 © The Lords will be done.” leh bus 


. ac if this is the baſs 
on which you are to eſtabliſh your in- 
dependence, ſurely you muſt think there 


calaquities. their orb have brought 
| We 
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we daily expect to remove flom this 

province, on account of the movements 

of Lord Cornwallis's army, which we un- 

derſtand is forming a junction with the 
troops landed in Virginia, under the com- 
mand of Gen. Phillips and Gen. Arnold, 
and this ſtate are not without apprehen- 
fions of a deſcent being made by the King's 
forces. Therefore to impede this progreſs, 
Gen. Waſhingtor has detached two ſtrong 

bodies, one of continental troops, under 
the command of the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, and the other confiſting of the Pen- 

W flvania line, under Gen. Wayne. They 
Is paſſed thro' Frederick Town laſt month, 
and appeared to be moſtly Scotch and Iriſh, 
with a great number of blacks. They 
were badly cloathed, and fo extremely 

mutinuous and diſcontented, that their 
officers were afraid to truſt them with 
ammunition. I obſerved that they wore 
black and white cockades ; the ground be- 
ing the firſt color and the relief of the 
2 K k 2 other. 
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other. On enquiring the cauſe, a very 
pompous American replied, -* It was a 
compliment to, and a ſymbol of affee. 
* tion for, their generous and W 


ce mous allies the French. 77 


Our: n Have been eee very 
diſagreeable to us by an unpleaſant ar- 
cumſtance, the death of the Colonel's fon, 
who was killed at the battle of Camden, 
in the Carolinas. He, as well as the whole 
family, have taken it much to heart, and 
the houſe has been ever ſince a ſcene 
of lamentation. What renders it ſtil} more 
diſagreeable is, whenever we meet the Co- 


lonel, he ſeems extremely anxious to be 
revenged upon us. We are ſeeking out for 


other quarters, but they are very difficult 
to be obtained. 


At Eaſter holidays the young people 


have a cuſtom, in this province, of boi! 


ing eggs in od. which dyes the ſhell 
> TIE cr imſon, 
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2 Tank though this colour will not 
rub off; you may, with a pin, ſcratch on 
them any figure or device you think pro- 
per- This is practiſed by the young men 
and maidens, who preſent them to each 
other as love tokens. As kheſe eggs are 

boiled a conſiderable time to take the dye, 
the ſhell acquires great ſtrength; and the 


little children divert themſelves by ſtrikin 8 
the eggs againſt each other, and that 


which breaks becomes the property of 


1 n remis whole. 2 


ty 12 1441 TIE, %. wo 


- To' impreſs the aa of his children 
with their glorious ftraggle for indepen- ; 
| dence, as they term it, the Colonel has an 


egg, on which is engraved the battle of 
Bunker's Hill. This he takes infinite pains 
to explain to his children, but will not 


ſuffer them to touch it, being the per- 
formance of his ſon gone to camp; but 
now being ſlain, he preſerves it as a relic. 
The Colonel favoured us with a. * of 
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| and they aft with us: as beſt ſuits their 
| plan. The General gave out in adm 
that if it was the deſire of the troops, he 
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it, and, confidering the. ſmall (pes, 0 * 
en er ni ene 


{EL At tf! p F. 2. . * 1 þ FC) 


0 we imagined, ankins are e for 


the removal of the army to Vork Toun 


and Lancaſter, at which places the officers 


are to he ſeparated from the. ſoldiers; -and 
are to be quartered. at Boſe Winder in 


5 has expreſſed, great Aiplealure 1 b this fe 
paration, Which is directly againſt the 

terms of the convention 3 but after Con- 
greſs have broke the moſt eſſential point, 


it is vain to remonſtrate againſt ſuch pro- 


dings. We are now in their power, 


would proteſt to Congreſs againſt the ſc- | 


paration; at the ſame time adding, he well 
knew it would be in vain. He ſtrongiy 
recommended the ſoldiers to behave in 


1 ripe the me as if their officer 


wel 0 
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ſnould remember that ſubordination was 
due to the non-commiſſioned officers, who 
ſtill had authority over them. The Ge- 
neral lamented that he was unable to fur- 
mh ſupplies of clodthing and other ne- 


the men's accounts, and give them their 


of them will be enabled todo, as the 5 ge- 


perality have twenty ar thirty pounds to 
„receive. To military men it will appear 
ſurprizing, but there was a private in the 


company I paid who had en — 
due to lu. 330 


8, 
e The troops 3 Babsi fince 
& | they came to Frederick Town, not only 


fell a ſacrifice to ſpirits, which are eaſily 
procured and at a cheap rate, as there 
are abundance of ſtills around the coun- 


K k 4 "= try, 


were preſent; and; though ſeparated, they . 


ceſlaries; therefore directed officers who 
had the payment of companies, to fettle 


balance to provide themſelves, which moſt . 
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try, and the ſoldiers were in a continue 
Nate of intoxication. I need not tell you 
of the inordinate paſſion that ſoldiers in 
general have for liquor, and what a diff 
cult matter it is to reſtrain them from it 
but where it is continually before them, 
next to an impoſſibility, Within this 
fortnight we have loſt two in a moſt mo- 
lancholy way, who, during the abſence of 
the man that attended a ſtill on the Colo 
nel's plantation, drank the liquor hot out 
of the pipe, and the next 1 wen 
found dead in their n 327 


1 a FRE Fa we ſet out on our march. 
if an opportunity occurs, I will write to 


| 
you from Lancaſter ; but you may depend, 
upon muy arrival in Connecticut, to hear _ 


from 


- Your's, &c. 
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have unſealed this Letter, juſt to add 


a « melancholy Poſtſcript, of which we * 


this moment received tidings, the loſs of 


that brave officer General Phillips, who 


died laſt month of A fever at Richmond. 


His {kill and knowledge in all military 5 


concerns, not only in his early days re- 
ceived the approbation of that great com- 


mander Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, 
on various occaſions in the laſt war in 
Germany ; but ju iſtified ſuch commenda- 
tion by every part of his ſubſequent con- 
duct: particularly in the unequalled du- 
ties, toils, dangers and hardſhips of our 
campaign, A circumſtance attended his 
death, fimflar to the inhumanity that the 
Americans diſplayed at the interment of 
General Frazer. For them, whom we ſup- 
poſe were exaſperated, ſome excuſe may be 
pleaded ; but that the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, whoſe nation is ſo conſpicuous for 
the quinteſſence of les petits attentions, ſhould 


be "Oy of ſuch conduct, 1s aſtoniſning. 


For 


5 WES 
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For notwithſtanding a flag of true was 
ſent to inform him, that acroſs the river, 
at ſuch a houſe, 2hillps. la | 
FE gerouſly ill, and at the point 
| oc cry re- 
| Wh was denied, an inc | 
| 1955 juſt as he 
| was breathing his laſt, which d 
: he e exclaimed, « 1. My God, tis jcrue, 
ec they will not let me die in peace.” 
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| Eaft Windfor, in Connecticut, Sept. 2 1781. | 
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ISTRESSING's and a-vrninitg as che 
ſcene was, when we commanded our 
men to pile up their arms and abandon 
them on the plain of Saratoga, fill much 
greater was the ſeparation of the officers, 
from the men at Lancaſter, On the morn- 

ing it took place the regiments were pa- 
raded near the barracks, which are pick- | 


eted in, and converted into a priſon. At 

a ſmall diſtance was drawn up a regiment 
of continental 1 the Colonel of Which 
behaved | 
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behaved extremely polite, ſaying, he ſhould 
not march the Britiſh troops to the bar. 

racks, till their officers informed him they 

were ready. When the Colonel WAS in- 
formed he might march the men, the A. 
merican troops, forming a ſquare around 
the Britiſh . Eur b them to the 
Priſen 


The fight was too deeply affecting, and 
we haſtened from the ſppt. Could you have 
ſeen the faces of duty, reſpect, love and de- 
ſpair, yon would carry the remembrange | 
the grave. It was the parting of child ant 
parent; the ſeparation of ſoul and body. 
it effected that which the united force of 
inclement ſeaſons, hunger and thirſt, in- 
ceſſant barbarity, adverſe fortune, and A- 
merican inſults heaped together, could ne- | 
ver have effected it drew tears from the 
eyes of, veterans, who would rather have 
ſhed their blood. As far as ſounds coul 


er. We heard AI eiteration of God 
I bleſs 


+ 
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# bleſs your Honors. It was ſuch a ſcene 
as muſt leave an everlaſting impreſſion on 
the mind. To behold ſo many men, who 


| 


had bravely fought by. our ſide---who in 


all their ſufferings looked up to us for 


protection, forced from us into a priſon, 


where, experiencing every ſeverity, per- 


haps famiſhing for want of food, and 


ready to -periſh with cold, they had no | 


one to look up to for redreſs, and little to 


expect from the humanity of Americans. 


It was extremely vexatious to be again 
klappointed: in viſiting Philadelphia, eſ- 
pecially when in ſight of it; but all en- 


treaties to the Major who eſcorted us, for 
indulgence, were in vain. However we 


received ſome little compenſation in paſſ⸗ 


ing through Bethelem, at which place 1 18 


a ſettlement of the Moravians, 644 


The. tavern at a is upon an 
exceeding good plan, and well calculated 
for 


o 
ͤ— "Y 
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for the oonveniefice and accommodation 
of travellers. The building, which is very 
extenſive, is divided throughout by a paſ. 
ſage of near thirty feet wide; On each 
fide are convenient apartments, conſiſtin 5 

of a ſitting room, which leads into two 
| ſeparate bed-chambers. All theſe rooms. 
are well lighted, and have fire-places 1 in 
them. On your arrival you are conducted 

to one of theſe apartments, and delivered 
the key, ſo that you are as free from inter- 
| ruption as if in your own houſe. Every 
other accommodation was equal to the 
firſt tavern in London. You may be ſure 


our farprize was not little, after having 
been accuſtomed to ſuch miferable fare at 
other ordinaries, to ſee a larder dif played 
with plenty of fiſh, fowl and 25 ; 
Another matter of equal ſurprize, 
we had not met with ſuch a thing 1 in in 
our travels, was excellent wines of all 
forts, which to us was a moſt deficious 
treat, not having taſted any ſince we left 
| Boſton: ; 


— 
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Boſton ; for notw Wütend g che ſplendor 
and elegance of ſeveral families we viſited 


in Virginia, wine was a ſtranger to their 
tables. For every apartment a ſervant is 
appointed to attend, whoſe ſole buſineſs 
is to wait on the company belonging to it, 
and who is as much your ſervant, during 


your ſtay, as one of your own domeſtics. 


The accommodation for horſes is equal, 
with ſervants to attend them. In ſhort, 


in laying out the plan of this tavern, they 
ſeem ſolely to have ſtudied the eaſe, com- 


| fort and convenience of travellers, and 1 is 
built upon ſuch an extenſive ſcale, that it 
can with eaſe. accommodate one hundred 

and ſixty perſons. General Phillips. was 


ſo much deli ghted with it, that after he 


quitted Virginia, not being permitted to go 
to New York, on account of ſome military 
operations that 3 were on foot in the Jorge; 


he returned back near forty miles to take 
up his refidence at it, merely on account 


of the accommodations. 55g. STONGHD:.- 


| The 
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The firſt 20 he conducted us to was 
8 the houſe of the ſingle women, which is a 
| ſpacious ſtone building, divided, ſimilar to 
| the tavern, into large chambers, which 
are, after the German mode, heated with 
ſtoves. In theſe the young women pur- 
ſue various domeſtic employments , and 
ſome are employed in fancy and orna- 
mental work ; in all their apartments are 
various muſical inſtruments. The ſuper- 
intendant of theſe young women conduct- 


— 


ed us to the apartment where they ſlept, 


which is a large vaulted room the whole 
dimenſion of the buildings, in which 

were beds for every woman. The women 
dine in a large hall, in which is a hand- 
ſome organ, and the walls adorned with 
n pieces, painted by ſome of the 
women 


The landlord accompanied us to the i in: 
en or the head of the ſociety, who 
with great politeneſs ſhewed us every thing 
| worthy of CEE on the e 


It 


0 


} 
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women who formerly belonged to the ſo- 
ciety. This hall anſwers the purpoſe of a 
refectory and chapel: but on Sundays 
they attend worſhip at the great church, 
which is a neat and n b 8. 


The W * he 8 men is upon 
the ſame principle as that of the women; 
upon the roof of which is a Belvidere, 


delightful proſpect, but a diſtinct view of 
the whole ſettlement. We obſerved that 
the building was much defaced; which 
the ſuperintendant informed us was ocea- 
honed by the Americans taking it from 
the young men, and converting it. into an 
hoſpital for the ſick and wounded, after 
the battle of Germantown ; and, added 
he, © it is incredible what numbers pe- 
"iſhed for want of proper care and at- 
"tention, and the hoſpital being ll ſup- 
plied with drugs.” Pointing to an ad- 
joining held, he ſaid, There lie buried 
14 Vor. . 1 | « near 


from whence you. have not only a moſt 
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near ſeven or eight hundred of che A 


being cane which we perfornt Fad; 
| evening. | wF 


* merican. ſoldiers, who uu here 9 


I cc the winter.” . 2 TTY x 11 d 'S . 1 7 105 38 k 
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All angie of trades and manufactures 
are carried on in this place diſtinctly, and 
one of each branch; at theſe various oc- 
cupations the young men are employed, 


Every one contributes his labor, and the 
profits ariſing from each goes to the gent- 


ral ſtock. Theſe young men receive no 


wages, but are ſupplied with 'all neceſh- 


ries from the various branches of trade. 
They have no cares about the uſual con- 
cerns of life, and their whole time is ſpent 


in prayer and labor; their only relaxation 


* 


A PRES 
194144 


Theſe people, who are extremely ſurend 
and ſenſible, in a manner foreſecing the ill 
conſequences attending a civil war, "had, 


before its commencement, laid i in great 


| quaritti 


quantities of European goods, which they 


ound the ſettlement ! 


. manner of its celebration you cannot ſup- 
ic WM poſe that mutual tender endearments and 
e- bappineſs to ſubſiſt between the parties 


with, for he never ſees his wife but once 
before the ceremony takes place; it be- 


gion to ſuppoſe it is from the paſſions 
of nature, but'merely to uphold the, ſo- 
ciety, that it may not fink. into; oblivion, 


to make his wife, who conſulting with the 
ſuperintendant | of the young women, ſhe 
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ſent to their various farms inter bee 


The 3 are not 1 10 alli 
duous, but ingenious too. They have 
ddopted a fort of marriage, but from the 


united as with us. A young man feels 
an. inclination. to marry, whieh does not 
proceed from any object he is enamoured 28 


— — 
—— - _- - 


— — 


ing contrary to tlie principles of their re- 


The young man communicates his incli- 
nation to their prieſt, aſking of him a girl 


MN Fs Ll2 produces 
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produces her who is next in rotation for 
marriage. The prieſt preſents her to the 
young man, and leaves them together 
for an hour, when he returns. If they 
both conſent, they are married the next 
day. If there is any objection, both their 
caſes are very pitiable, but eſpecially the 
woman's, as ſhe is put at the end of the 
liſt, which amounts to near ſixty or fe. 
venty; nor does the poor girl ſtand the 
leaſt chance of a huſband till ſhe arrives 
again at the top, unleſs the man feels a 
ſecond inclination for marriage, for he 
never can obtain any other woman than 
the one with whom he had the firſt inter- 
view. This, I am induced to think, Was 
the reaſon of there being ſuch a number 
of old women among the ſingle ones. 
Thus you fee, my friend, that marriage | 
and its inexpreſſible enjoyments, are not 
the reſult of the paſſions, but a mere 
piece of mechaniſm, ſet to work by chance 
and ſtopt alone by neceſſity 19761998 

| „ When 
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When two parties meet and are united 
in marriage, a hou ſe. is provided for them 
by che ſociety, of which there are great 


numbers around the town; very neat ha- 


| bitations; with pleaſant gardens. .. Their 
children of either ſex, at the age of fix, 


are taken from them and placed in the 
two ſemi naries, conſequently they can have 
ttle affection for them. When either of 
che parties die; if the woman, the man 
returns to the apartments of the ſingle 


men, and if the man, the widow retires 


to a houſe that is built for tht Pres. 0 


The religion of the e 1 : 
bles more that of the Lutherans than the | 


Calviniſts; in one point it greatly differs 
from both, by admitting of muſic and pic- 
tures 1 in their places, of worſhip. .. Prayer 


| conſtitutes. almoſt a third of their em- 


ployment ; for excluſive of. the daily pub- 


. and 


kc devotions in their great church, they 


ö 
[ 
- 
| 


5 entering into the marriage ſtate, and'whith 
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attend ſervice'in their fn chapels oY 
_ kane and evening jo” BY irn R 


Nice nl %o * 47 "If * i * 


"Betty afide their "ridiculous above 


to them is of little #0ment; I could bot 
but reflect, if content Was in tus life 
they enjoy it. Far from the buſtle bf a 
troublefotte world, Wing wm perfect 1 
berty, each” one putſuing his own dest 
and incknation, and reſiding in the'moſt 
delightful ſituation irtaginable, Which i 
ſo healthy, that they are ſubject to few, if 


ch Ts: 


3 68 


ennvgiolf 908 10 115191191 90] 


As want is a kg; iſo 1 Is ee Thi 1 
total ignorance of the refined eleguncic 
of life, precludes any anxiety or regret 
that they poſſeſs not Wealth to enjoy t them. 
Nevertheleſs they poſſefs what many are 


entire ſtrangers to, who are ſurrotinded 


wow” what” are deine bleflings, hoſe 
true 
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true and effential ones---health and tran- 
auility of mind; and that you may ever 
enjoy them, though no Moravian, in a 
high degree of refinement, is the ſincere 
with of) AA. $ 4 11 n 
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Hartford, in Connegicur: Sept: 14, 1780. 


; 


8 MY uin 


| T*. 18 — the . of this Pros 
_ * vince, It ſtands on the weſt ſide of 

the Connecticut River, and is nn 
n 2 miles from the en 


We were ae amon g other things, 
the following curioſities, an houſe built 
in the year 1640 of American oak, the 
timbers: of which were yet ſound, and al- 
| moſt in a ſtate of petrefaction. In it was 
* a Jonathan Belcher, * Who was 
Governor 


Governbr? of this provinee as well as of 


New Jerſey, and, by his upright admi- 


nitration, idolized by both ſtates. The 


ſecond was an elm tree, held as ſa- 


cred as ever the ny was in the days of 


druids; as this eim, in dene We uf 1 


minent danger, concealed the charter of 
the province. The third was a moſt won 
derful well, which being dug near ſeventy 


feet, without the leaſt appearance of wa- 
ter, the labourers met with a large wide 


| and on the miners boring this rock, in 
order to blaſt it with powder, they dro 


the auger through it, upon which the wa- 


ter ſpouted up with ſuch amazing velocity 


that it was with the utmoſt difficulty, with 
the aſſiſtance. of a number of pumps and 
a fire- engine they could keep the well dry 5 
till it was ſtoned, which was no ſoner 


accompliſhed than it filled and ran over, 
and ns ever ſince. nen or rather 
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formed, ; 
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formed. a brook, fora Ove ene ade 
years. eln 1 1101 is al 0 d tl wont 


{ Fw 


RP! ys Hod vd bovilobt; fone! 


The inhabitants of | Harkfond, hn 2 
ludicrous; tory; of; MWhitfield? Who travel 
led America ino the hopes of ſowing the 
feeds of Methodiſm upon this continent; 
and;:Fforv a:fermbn+he preached at the 
great meeting ein this! tovin, . you'' may be 
fure-did-not ga "—_— Gel part af 


 obligett;to! take 3 in the hrſt : houſt 
. that Would admin hich. The text he had 
elected was, * Anpmt my cycs] with che- 
aht Aftenoexpatiating fur: a conſi. 
was! ner the true eye - ſalve, he, in the 
uſual-cant of thoſe fanatic preachers, Jays, 
Nw / Ell, tell you what is the; real e- 
br -Lit is faith. cit is grace:-itis ſimpli- 
xityu=it is virtiie-—it is virgin's water. 
*+ Bat, zh Lord, chere can that be found! 
(> Perhaps not in this grand aſſembly.” 


At 
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At a place called: $Symibury ire ſome cop- 7 
per mines that are exhauſted of their ore, 
which are converted to a ſtate dungeon; 
where; formerly, ſuck offenders as the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly did not chuſe to puniſh 
with death were ſent; ſewing the huma- 
nity and mildneſs of the law; not but, in 
my opitiion, they would” have! fhewn' 1 
more conſiderably, by hanging up the un- 
fortunate Oi ; ch: for in the courſe of 4 
few montlis, after lingering out a Hiſera- 
ble exiſtence, the diſſolution of Wasa 5 
a peri6d to Their pain: Theſe munter were 
worked many years ago, the mine 

ing near half a mile through a mountain, 

making large cells that are forty yards Be- 
lo the' ſurface. The pfiſoners fe ler 
down by a windlaſs into this diſmal ca 

vern, through a Hole, which anſwers the 
burpoſes of conveying their food ahl air ; ; 

as to'light; it ſcarcely reaches them This 

place, fince the commencement of he war, 

Ms "0 cm ted to the infamous pur- 


poſe 


| poſe. of impriſoning Loyaliſts, to make 1 
them renounce: their attachment to their 
Sovereign, and yield pbedience to Con- 
have been taken from their houſes, by or- 


amination where witneſſes were eaſily pro- 


and miſery, which, from the number of 
52 d the extacom of OE" 


Mrs New England, called the cuba. 1 
This animal, as, if; ſenſible. that his fa- 

mily rely on him for protection, is ex- 
tremely tender of them, and never for- 


What further diſplays his magnanimity I 
is, he never indicates the leaſt anger to 
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greſs; and I am informed that numbers 3 


der of the Aſſembly, and after a light ex- 


cured, either through malice or intereſt, 
they have been hurried away to this dun- 
geon, to drag on a ſhort period of pain 


ſteady, ſpirits Who have been impriſoned 
and expired in it, may, with great pep. IF 


> 4 4 „ AN 115 ot 
4s 1 1 1141 182 


Thaxe is is an hb PO, to be pe- 


ſakes them till death diſſolves the union. 


the 
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the female, though ever fo provoked by 


her. What a charming leſſon from na- 


ture is this to mankind; and how happy 
would the rational part of the creation 


— 


become, if they did but purſue the exam- 


ples of irrational animals. 


Yours, &c. 
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New York, Sept. 25, 1781, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


EW Haven is remarkable for -hav- 4 
- ing given the epithet of pumpkin- 
| heads to the New Englanders, which 

aroſe from a ſevere and religious code of 

laws, made at the firſt ſettlement of Con- 
necticut; which enjoin every male to 
have his hair cut round by a cap, and 
when caps were not readily at hand, they 
ſubſtituted the hard ſhell of a pumpkin, 
Which being put on their head every Satur- 


day, the hair was Kut by it all round the 
i ball: 
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head. What religious virtue may be 
derived from this cuſtom, it is difficult to 
find out; certainly there is much pru- 
dence. in it, for it prevents the hair from 
entangling, ſaves the uſe of bags and 

ribbons, and prevents it from rena 
ing the fight by falling over the eyes. 1 
am induced to think the cuſtom 5 
from this cauſe, that as they were ſuch 
enthuſiaſts in religion, and at the ſame 
time a lawleſs and profligate people, 
thoſe who had loſt their ears for heréſy, 


ſhquld not conceal their misfortune: and SEG 


gt ace. 


- We _ by a meeting that was ſitua- 
ted cloſe to the ſea. ſhore, which about 

three Sundays ſince was ſurrounded by a 

party from Long Ifland; at the'itime of 
divine ſervice, and the moſt notorious 
rebels, with the clergyman, were taken 
= priſoners. Upon the alarm the confuſion 
was great, the congregatiam getting ouʒt 

| as 


— 


e 
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as faſt as they could, each man taking | 
the firſt horſe he met with, rode away full 
gallop. Some of our party, having mount- 
ed other horſes, riding after them. An 
| inhabitant, who reſides near the mee 
informed us that it was a ludicrous fight; 
ſome galloping off with their neighbours 
horſes, the owner running after to ſtor 
him; others ſeeking refuge i in an adjoin- 
ing wood; women ſcreaming, ſhrieking 
and fainting ; 3 and as no miſchief aroſe 
from it, it muſt have been We 1 


* 


D pon our arrival at King's Bridge, it is 
impoſſible to deſcribe the emotions of joy 
depicted in the countenance of eren 
one; when we had paſſed the barrier, we 
felt ourſelves once more at liberty and 
ſafe out of the hands of barbarians; for ſo 
many fortuitous circumſtances had taken 
place from the time we were made priſo- 
| ners, that, . we received an 
official 


_ 
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official accounts of our being exchanged 
from the commiſſary of priſoners, and 
obtained our paſſports, ſtill we did not 
conceive ourſelves altogether emancipated, 
till we _ _— wn the Britiſh lines. = 
The  iNland ol New York, at - King 8 
Bridge, is joined to the continent by a 
ſmall wooden bridge, and the country 
around is very rocky and mountainous. | 
The river, which ſeparates the iſland from 
the continent, is a ſafeguard againſt any 
ſudden invaſion of the enemy, and the 
works that are thrown up, which are ex- 

ceedingly ſtrong; are on ſuch command - 

ing ſituations, that an army would be cut 

to pieces n attempting to paſs it. This 
poſt is fourteen miles from dhe 850 of 
New Vork. E : e 


Y a \ 
) a bu . | r . * 5 1 .& <4 / 
* 7 


ur! fleet is FOR g vii ch addon 
. Fee: have had with the French off Cheſa- 
peak Bay, and, when in a condition, are 
Vor. II, Mm e 
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to ſail with enten body of troop: 
which, Sir Henry Clinton. is to command 
"himſelf, in order, if poſſible, to ſave Lord 
Cornwallis's, army. I cannot deſcribe the 
eagerneſs of both navy and army to effect 
it, particularly the former, who are uſing 


&#* 8 5 DO7 N — 
N e 9783-03: D M 
8 
* 
' a : | | 
* * : $7389 


land, m i che Lion. of ſeventy-feur guns, 
vader; e, care 9b: Ain . The 


round it. He is very ſhrewd: and ſenſi- 
ble, making-many-pert 


obſervations. : Not long ſince he accoſted 
Lieut. Bibby, of our regiment, in the fol- 


1 ſo you are in the Adiutant Generals 


8 n _— * bop my 


the atmoſt diligence-and 1 in n ne- 


A (day. or two. der we came Work I 
liam Henry arrived from En 


of ne in the a and the; poſts a · 


; pemarks and 


lowing manner: Well, Captain Bibby, | 


office. I ſuppoſe there are handſome 


3 


' a | word, 


— 
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1 15280 your. Royal "Highneſs is miſin- 
formed; for no one in that office has 
« more than his bare ſalary. -L Indeed!” 
exclaimed his Royal Baars, with ſur- 
prize: Well, well, then you ſhould par- 
« take of thoſe of the Commiſſaries and 
«Barrack Maſter Generals; for, let me 
« tell you, they have EONS * | 
W n * 


Then city aka New. Vork POR on the 

foutherm. extremity of the iſland, and its 
ſituation is extremely delightful; com- 
manding ſuch a variety of proſpects, FI 
are the moſt charming that can be con- 
ceived. | The city is moſtly built upon 
the Eaſt River, on account of the harbour. 
In many of the ſtreets are rows of trees on ' 
each fide, for ſhelter from the amazing 
heats in ſummer. Moſt of the houſes are 
built with brick; very ſtrong and ncat, and 
ſeveral ſtories high ; many of them have 
balconies on the roof, where company fit. 
M m2 in 
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in the ſummer tythinis.th enjoy the my N 


pect of the oppoſite ſhores and harbour; 


and the roofs are covered with ſhingles, 
The ſtreets are paved and clean, but i in 
general very narrow; there are two: or 


three, indeed, which are ſpacious and àiry. 


The lengthof the town is ſomewhat more 
than a mile, and the breadth of it about 


half a mile. The ſituation 18 reckoned 


healthy, but ſubject to one great inconve- 


| nience, which i 18 — want of Selk. 


71. 
AX 


bees are Wa Public buildings, tho 


but few deſerving attention. There were 
two churches, the Old or Trinity N 


and the New one or St. George's Chapel, 


both very large; the former was deſtroyed 
by fire: by the remains it appears to have 
been in the Gothic taſte. The latter 1s 
built upon the model of ſome of the new 


churches in London, and oppoſite to it is 
a ſpacious ſquare, where ſtands che park 
of artillery. Befides theſe. two, there are 


ſeveral | 


=» i 
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{everal: other places of worſhip, conſiſting 
of two Low Dutch Calviniſt churches, two 
High; one French; meeting houſes for 
Lutherans, Preſbyterians, Quakers, Ana- 
baptiſts, Moravians, and a Jews ſynagogue. 

for ſixty. boys and girls, a good -work- 
houſe, barracks for a regiment. of ſoldiers, 
and am exceeding ſtrong priſon. The court- 
houſe i is not ſo conſiderable as might be 
expected for ſuch a city, and is now con- 
| 1 - nM; a: a rdrhauſe lor the main 


The original fort was quadrangular, ca- 
pable of mounting ſixty pieces of cannon, 
but now there are great additions. In 
this fort ſtands the governor's palace, and 
underneath the fort. is a battery capable of 
mounting ninety-four guns, and barracks 
tor two, companies of, ſoldiers... Upon 'A — 
ſmall iſland, oppoſite the city, is an er 255 
pital for tick, and wounded ſeamen. _ YT. Fe 
| , The 9 


the ſmalleſt, e r. 


* 
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The North River is ſomewhat: mary 


POPE miles over to Paulus Hook, 
where there is an exceeding] ſtrong work 


oppoſite New York, On account of the 


expoſure to the north winds, and to the 
driving” of the ice, in the winter, ſhips | 
cannot anchor there at that ſeaſon of the 


year, and therefore lay up in the Eaſt Ri- 


ver, it being the ſafeſt and belt, 5 


« * 
14 Þ. g 


The ſea near New „Vork affords great 
quantities of oyſters, as well as variety of 


other ſea fiſh, Lobſters were extremely 


plentiful, of an enormous ſize; but al- 
ter the cannonade at Long Iſland they 


forſook the coaſt, and not one has been 


| ſeen ſince. The manner they firſt came 


upon the coaſt is rather ſingular, for al. 


though New England abounded with 
them, none were eyer caught here; but 


this city was ſupplied by the New Eng: 
lander * brou Shit them 1 in great well- 
| bab. 


badts. One of theſe boats, coming thro' 
the Sound, and paſſing Hell Gates, a very 
dangerous rocky part, ſtruck and ſplit to 


pieces, and the lobſters efcaped ; after 


which they multiplied very faſt, and were 


. caught in great abundance, till een 


away Dy the noiſe of Te cannon. 


13 e a _ with fuck a 
tremendous name as Hell Gates, it may 
not be amiſs to deſcribe it, which I am 
enabled the more fully to do, having one 
afternoon, with a party, made a trip 
up the Sound and paſſed this dangerous 

ſpot. We left New York, with a fair and 
ſtrong breeze, near upon the height of 
tide, as at any other time it is impaſſable, 
and in about two hours paſſed through 
Hell Gates. It is really impoſſible to do 
this, without calling to mind the de- 


ſeription of Scylla and Charybdis. The 


3 breadth of the Sound at this Place is about 


half a mile, but the channel is very nar- 


M m 4 "2 row, 
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row, not | exceeding eighty yards. The 
Water ruſhes with great rapidity and in 
various currents, only one of which will 
carry a veſſel through with ſafety ; - for on 
one ſide there is a ſhoal of rocks, that 
juſt make their appearance above the wa- 
ter, and on the other a dreadful vortex, 
produced by a rock lyin g about nine feet 
under the ſurface, which is termed the 
pot, and draws and ſwallows every thing 
that approaches it, daſhing them to pieces 
upon the rock at the bottom; at ſtated 
times of the tide this tremendous whirl-⸗ 
pool boils furiouſly like a pot, and at 
others ſucks every thing into it like a fun- 
nel 7 


Nearly oppoſite to Hell Gates lies ano- 
ther reef of rocks, which, that it may bear 
ſome reſemblance of horror, i is named the 
Devil's Frying Pan. The noiſe made by 
the water in ruſhing over them, may 
be compared to that of water poured 

105 upon 


i 
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| upon red hot 1 iron. This alſo araivs veſ- 
ſels towards it, to their nn. deſtrue- 
tion. | 
There are exceeding ſkilful pilots to 
navigate through theſe dangerous ſtraits, 
notwithſtanding which ſhips are frequently 
loſt. Before the war, it was deemed an 
' impoſſibility for a top-ſail veſſel to paſs; 
but fince the commencement, fleets 'of 
tranſports, and the frigates that convoyed 
them, have ventured and III it, | 


But what is ill more extraordinary, 
and diſplays a noble inſtance of courage 
and intrepidity, that gallant ſeaman, Sir 
James Wallace, conducted his Majeſty's 
ſhip. the Experiment, of fifty guns, 
m this dreadful ae. 


Ar the time ABſtaign wy off Sandy : 
Hook with a ſuperior force, and blocked 
* the harbour of New York, he diſpatched | 


ſome 


ſome ſhips of the line round the eaſt end 


and to intercept any of the King's ſhips. 
At that time Sir James Wallace was cruiz- 


The French purſued, certain of the prize. 


' pals: through Hell Gates ; which was the 


fleet; as it was ever deemed 9 . 


of neceſſity. | 


beach, to ſee the whale boat ſet off with 
diſpatches for Lord Cornwallis's army, 
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Aa * 


of Long Iſland to cruize in the Sound, 


ing at the mouth, 5 and perceiving the 
French veſſels » failed back i into the Sound. 


Sir James ſaw his danger, and being un- 
able to engage ſuch a ſuperior force, ra- 
ther than the ſhip ſhould fall into the 
enemy's hands, made the bold attempt to 


wonder and aſtoniſhment not only | of the 
French, who were obliged to return much, 


attempt, but was accompliſhed by an 1 
his Aha 1 a 


and you cannot conceive how elated the 
crew 


NP * 
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erew were, entertaining an idea of con- 


veying tidings that TOs make them] Joy- 
fully received, 


As theſe are open boats, and have ſo 
many leagues to ſail before they reach the 


Cheſapeak, you muſt neceſſarily conclude 


the voyage to be attended with imminent 
danger. Their intention is to coaſt along . 


ſhore, but may be frequently driven out 
of ſight of land; the laſt boat that came 


from Lord Cornwallis, was in that ſitua- | 
tion for three days. They eaſily evade 
deing taken, as they can fail in ſhallow 
water, and ktep cloſe in ſhore. The boats 


that paſs between the two armies have 
little apprehenſion of being captured, ex- 


cept in paſſing through the N t at 5 


the mouth of the Chelapeak, | 


| Your 8, Ke. 


LB T- 


i 
, * 2 
% iy — 5 2 EG * — — 5 mae er 
a K 3 * — » — — — - — rr i 


—— — 


4 
— — 5 


2 
r 
* * 


— 


540 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


de, 


„„ K.-R-. LAW. 
New York, O#. 30, 1781 


HOUGH Long Iſland | is in -our 906 
ſeſſion, , till. towards the eaſt end 


Hhaws are continual ſcouting. parties 1 
the Americans, that croſs the Sound from 
8 the Connecticut ſhore, whoſe ſole buſineſß 


is to plunder the inhabitant „ and pick 
up priſoners. 


bh TT 4. * — 


on croſſi ng ke Eaſt River uy New 


York you land at Brooklyn, which is a 
ſcattered village, conſiſting of a few houſes. 


"At 


* 


1 


„„ 


THROUGH AMERICA} 


$43 


At this place is an excellent tavern; Where 
parties are made to go and eat fiſn; the 
landlord of which has ſaved an immenſe | 
fortune this war. At a ſmall diſtance from 


the town are. ſome confiderable heights, 


commanding the city of New York. On 


theſe is erected a ſtrong regular fort, with 


four baſtions. To deſeribe the works 


throwu up by the Ameri icans upon this 
iſland, would be beſtowing more attention 
on the ſubje&, than it deſerves; as they 
actually, cover the whole. They are 
not only on grounds and ſituations that 
are extremely advantageous and command- 
ing, but works of great ſtrength, that 1 
am at a loſs to account for their { o haſtily . 


* - - 


abandoning them, as they were certain by 


ſuch a ſtep to give up New, Vork. I 


am induced to believe, that Gen.  Waſhing- 


ton thought the Amerigans were ſo panic- 
ſtruck after the engagement, as our troops 
- purſued them cloſe to their lines, that 
they would not ſtand an Aut; and if 
his 


„ 
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his lines were! carried he was ſenſible there 


was no place of retreat, and that his 1 
muſt en have W e | 


( 1 


"Lang a4 5 18 the largeſt iſland: from 4 


Cape Florida to Cape Sable. It is one 
hundred and thirty miles in length and 


about fifteen miles in breadth, and from 


its formation derives its name. The ſouth 


ſide, next to the Atlantic, is low, level and 
ſandy, with extenſive bays within the land, 
near the length of the iſland ; on that fide | 
oppoſite the continent, the lands are high, 
hilly and broken, but with a number of 


fine bays and harbours. A chain of hills 


runs through the middle of che iſland, the 
whole len gth of it, from which there is 


an extenſive view of the ocean and the ad- 
joining continent. 


 ThePlain is is level, and what is 


a Phznomenon 1 in America, has not a tree 
proving upon it. The ſoil is ſaid to be 


incapable 
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incapable of producing trees, or any, vege- 


tation except a coarſe graſs, and a kind of 
| bruſh-wood. or ſhrub which ſeldom grows 
higher than four or five feet, and that 


only: on a nn. . of the Plain. 


The foil of this KAY is a black och, 


covered with a kind of moſs, and under 
the earth, which i is of a ſpongy quality, is 


a bed of gravel, which, conſequently ab- 
ſorbing the heavieſt rains, prevents the 


water from remaining on the ground; it 
therefore naturally follows, that in wet 
ſeaſons there is abundance of an * in 


dry ones it is entir N ws up. 


The OY 1 n tie f 


cattle, ſheep and horſes, which are ſup- 


plied with water from the ponds made 
by the inhabitants in different places, 


and, that they may retain the rain, have 


Clay bottoms; for what is equally as re- 


markable 
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markable as the plain itlelf, 5 chere are no 
ſprings or running water throughout its 
whole extent. This Plain is of the na- 


N ture of our commons in England, haying 
no meloſures, and almoſt uninhabited, ex- 


cept a few public houſes for the conygnt- 
ence of travellers. ee 


f x 8 . . * 8 ; 
. x —ç 4 N * 43 


lt is impoſſible to deſcribe the anxiety 


of every one when the fleet left this place, 
in full hopes and expectation, although it 
had to fight its way through a much ſu- 
perior force, it would have been the means 

of ſaving the gallant and brave army un- 


der Lord Cornwallis; but language i is un- 


able to deſeribe the feelings of every loyal 
fſubject, when the fleet returned, unable 
to effect ſo noble a purpoſe; for three 


days before the fleet made the Chefapeak 1 


that gallant army had ſurrendered to the 
combined forces of France and America. 


When 
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-Whien the Britiſh fleet left Sandy Hook, 


Gen. Waſhington had certain intelligence E | 


of itz within forty-eight hours after it 


failed, although at ſuch a conſiderable diſ-— 


tance as near fix hundred miles, by means 
of ſignal guns and alarms. A very noto- 
rious rebel in New York, from the top 


of his houſe, hung out the ſignal of a 
white flag, the moment the fleet got un- 


der way, which was immediately anſwered. 


by the firing of a gun at a ſmall village 
about a mile from our poſt at Paulus 
Hook; after that a continual firing of 


cannon was heard on the oppolite ſhore ; 
and about two days after the fleet ſailed, 


was the period in which Gen. Waſhington 


was ſo preſſing for the army to ſurrender, 
There is a ſecrefy to be obſerved in war, 


neceſſary to the well -condufting of plans, 5 


and the execution of any particular mea- 
ſure that is concerted, which, being diſ- 


_ doſed, all is fruſtrated. This was the cafe 
in the preſent inſtance: the ſailing-of the 


Vor. II. )) To fleet, 


— 
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leet, dy a villain under the maſk ef a 


. Loyaliſt, was revealed to the Americans: | 


and to ſimilar cauſes may be accounted the 
\ many fatal calamities RG our army 
_— this continent. Ft NO) 
The vob of Lord Cornwallis's army is 
too heavy a blow to be ſoon or eaſily re- 
covered; it evidently muſt change the face 
of affairs: for the war which commenced 
in this country, and ought to have been 
maintained in the offenſive, muſt now de- 
generate into a diſhonorable defenſive; and 
if Great Britain is determined to overcome 
the Colonies, ſhe muſt ſend out a very 
numerous reinforcement in the ſpring, ot 
the ſurrender of Lord Cornwallis may 
be conſidered as the cloſing ſcene of the 
whole continental For in America. 


\ 


1 have taken my paſſage i in the Swallow 
| Packet, which the latter end of the week i 
ſails for England. 1 W coming 
2 home 
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home in the packet rather than a tran- 


ſport, not only as it is a better failing 
veſſel, and having more hands is in leſs 


danger of being captured; but the tranſ- 
ports in general are ſo exceedin gly crazy, 
and their bottoms ſo very bad, owing to 


3 


in rivers, that they are unable to with- 


ſtand the boiſterous winds and waves of 2 


winter's paſſage. 


us this is the laſt letter you'll receive 


from me in America, permit me, before I 


bid a final farewel to it, to make ſome 
few reflections on this unfortunate con- 


teſt. 


Although America, through France and 


ſhe will find in what an aukward predica- 


ment ſhe has involved herſelf, and how 


| SenFull the provinces muſt be for a 
ö N n 2 8 0 gb 
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length of peaks. Asa Red fate dhe mu 
maintain er eſtakliſſi lier ptiblic character, 8 
and is Sund 5 _— bie r Hey, 
iw Glory ber dee 009d 3 
n ca? 91 5 % 21 IAA $f 4 334007] 
1 tivity dude Americans! hen too 
late; you'll repent your raſhneſs. Let me 
impartially aſſe the moſt ſenſible among 
them; When the Independency is eſtabliſh- 
ed, will they poſſeſs that freedom and 11 
berty as under the Engliſh government ? 
If their anſwer is impartial, they muſt 
declare, Certainly we ſhall not; but in a 
few years Perbapt we may. That n. 
lam nn, is at a m diſtance. iy | 


= Much, indeed, are. they entangled in 
| | the cabals of a French eourt, which 

1 will, ſooner or later, not only endeavour ; 
| to enſlave them in reality, but dif- 
poſſefs them of their ſouthern provinees. . 
JUS not“ Without Juſt grounds . 
det that cer half 4 century elapſes, Ph. 


America 


3 
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America will be ſuing that protection from 
the mother country, which ſhe has ſo un- 
gratefully deſpiſed, to ſcreen her from the 
: perſecutions and tyranny of France. They 
nſcidus of being happy before. this 


unfortunate revolution, and will feel that 


they are no longer ſo; they muſt inevita- 
bly-regret the change in ſullen dence, or, 
if they have any thing like ſpirit left, 
rouze into arms again. 
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On board the Swallow Paclet. St. Mary's Harbour, 
in abe Iſlands of Scilly, Dec, 8, 1781. 


| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


of the day after c our arrival here, Lord 
Dalrymple, who had. the charge of 

Sir Hen ry Clinton's diſpatches, apprehen- 
ſtve that the packet might be detained for 
a conſiderable time by contrary winds, 
and anxious to deliver diſpatches of ſo 
much importance ta the nation, hired a 

ſmall fiſhing boat, and, notwithſtanding 
it blew a hard gale, regardleſs of the im- 
minent dangers of the ſeas and ſurround- 

inge enemies. ſo much had he the public 


ſervice 


4 
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ſervice at heart, that, nobly braving them, 
he, at the utmoſt riſk of his life, ſet ſail 

in it from this place, accompanied by the 
Earl of Lincoln, ; who was a paſſenger on 
board the packet. From a lofty eminence 
we ſaw the boat leave theſe iſlands, 
while the ſea ran ſo tremendous high, that 
it was thought by every one Fay: never 
could reach the * en 85 


Strangers wiki land here, are conduct- 


ed to the ſpot where the body of that ; 
mous Admiral Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was 


found, after his ſhipwreck in the year 
170%. It was in a ſmall cove called Port- 
heliſk near what is "termed the Tolmens; 
and 1 it is handed down by tradition that 
he was diſcovered naked, and only diſtin- 
guiſhed from the moſt ordinary ſailor un- 
der his command; by having round his 
neck a portrait of his royal miſtreſs, on 

the reyerſe of Wach Was runs. ZN 
name. V ; 
Raw > ' Nn4 ; | A fand- 
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A ſand-bank offering itſelf very oppor 


| oy. | tunely, as if for the very purpoſe, he was 
1 interred under 12 Whoever has feen the 


wes en rt eb 


place, will allow it would have been dou- 
: bly inhuman not to have buriec him 

whoever he was. For my own part, it 

recalled to my mind the argument that 
Archytas makes uſe af to v NOR me oh 
e alice; eee e eee ba 


— 


WT tu nauta, vage ne parce ce malignus aten, 18 


| | Offibus & capiti inhumgto, yy 1 
|  Patticulatn ne, AS, 1 
} „ ont fd 990 Hon. . 0. . 1s 8 


| Hiſtory N us, chat the voy of 
this great.man was afterwards taken. up, 
and conveyed to Weſtminſter abbey, . LR 
ſmall pit on this wr green, | is iy vis - 


- fible, | 
e ty. ation: 
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These Iaade are Sy great "ity in title 
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ing veſſels” and nomeward-boun ac iipe, 
which would by contrary winds, without 
this refuge, be obliged 10 heat” ticles ts 

the Channel, expoſed to the danger, of 
— captured 4 the e * 3 ©? 


ct 


4 


. 
1 : 


The not eating A packet ; tween 
theſe 1 fands and the main, is am incon- 
venĩence to be lamented and a ground for 
cenſure, I am confident it would brin g 
in a great revenue; for, during our 
| ſtay, a packet of letters was given to 
the Captain of our ſhip, nearly as large 
as that he has brought from New York. 
| You would ſcarcely believe it, but they 
haue been ſeventeen weeks without any in- 
tercourſe with the country. Such an in- 
termiſſion of correſpondence muſt be ex- 
tremely detrimental to trade. A ſmall ſhip 
of about forty tons, to paſs and repaſs as 
the weather permitted, would, by freight 
and trade, not only repay expences, but be 
ahandſome 1 income to the owners. 


The 
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The utility of a frigate being gaonel 
| here, was noticed to me by ſeveral of the 
1 inhabitants; ; for, during this war, a F rench 
cutter came into the harbour, with a view _ 
to cut away the ſhips at anchor ; but a 
frigate happening to be there at that time, 
the cutter ſheered off, and no other has 
ſince made its appearance; which muſt 
ariſe from the idea that a frigate is actually 
ſtationed 1 in : theſe iſlands. 


The 5 4 coming favorable, the Cap 
. tain has deſired the paſſengers t to re air on 
board, | 
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wy DEAR FRIEND, 2 | 
| Vue afternoon v we left Sa 
Iſlands, and arrived at this place 
about one O clock this morning. On go- 
ing aſhore, deſcription would fall exceed- 
ingly ſhort of the tranſports I felt on ſet- 
| ting my foot once more on my native land 


We here learnt, that after a very dan- 
| gerous paſlage, and being nearly captured 
0 by a French cutter, Earl Lincoln and Lord 
| Dalrymple arrived fafe at Penzance, and a 


few 


a4 1 r — 
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days ago paſſed e this | A 


town. | | | | 8 


The former of theſe noblemen received 
a ſhock that muſt-have ſank decp indeed. 
While they were changing horſes, a 
hearſe was ſetting off from the ſame inn 
_ « fax London; and on his Lord ſhip's en- 
quiry concerning it, he was told it was a 
5 corpſe that had arrived a few days ſince 
in the Liſbon packet. His curioſity and 
bis fears were awakened, It was the 
| corpſe of his brother, Lord J ohn Pelham | 
| Clinton, who, 3 few months, ſince, lad 
gone. < over. to Liſbon, for the recovery 1 
bis health, A brother whom he payted 
to, mect with---whoſe affection. Ways, his 
: Joy and his pride. Thus are gur prong. 
eſt hopes, like a tower, propt but by a 
broken reed, which is ever ready to | break! 
Your, OWN: feelings can better expreſs. the 
ed of bis heart, on receiving the 
171 melancholy 
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J 111 is ral chavl on the \ very day before 
we put into Seilly Illands, while we ers 
in purſuit of the Jhip a-head of us, he 


expreſſed. valt. anxiety about his brother, | 
as he had not had letters from him for 


ſome months, adding, with a gloomineſs, 
that he hoped he ſhould have ſome ac- 
counts by the next packet. The ſhip then 
in ſight proved to be the Liſbon Packet, 
which had his brother 8 dead 88 on 
board. 


Hlaving fully complied with your re- 
queſt, on my leaving England, of em- 
bracing every opportunity to let you hear 
from me, and as this will be the laſt of 
our literary correſpondence, permit me, 
before I conclude, to apologize for any in- 
accuracies of expreſſion, and every little 
fault 


* 
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1 fault that may have occurred. And if | 
1 you can believe me diffident enough to 
1 diſtruſt my own talents, cautious of af... 
| 5 ſuming merit from your too indulgent opi- 
05 nion, and anxious to throw myſelf into 
your arms, it will evince the clearneſs of 
your judgment, and the ſincerity of Tr 
+kF. Ty for WES ora, 
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The Purple Line denotes die Marotee of the Army during the Campazgn, after taking Tionderoge . 


The Red Line denotes the Mareh of the Army after the Convention. at : 


29, to Charlotteerille in Jima 


The Yellow Zine — the lara of the Army from Chantotteerille to L ancaster. 


The Blue Tine ais Maroh of the Officers, when veperated from. the private Soldire at Lancaster, to New York. 


The Green: Line — the caxtent of Parole (un Vinguua) to the Brin Officers. 


| The Brown Line — the event of Parole oy, 
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